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UPON 
| CHRIST'S MEDIATORY KINGDOM, 
TITS NATURE AND EXTENY, THE SUBORDINATION 

OR DEPENDENCE THAT THE KINGDOMS OF THE 


WORLD HAVE UPON IT, OR THEIR CONNECTION 
WITH RELIGION N- | 


ALSO, 

SOME ILLUSTRATION OF ANTICHRIST'S DESTRUC= 
TION BEING NEAR—OF THE END OF THE SIXTH 
TRUMPET—SLAYING O THE WITNESSES, AND 
POURING OUT THE SEVEN VIALS, WHICH' TAKE 
PLACE AT THE SOUNDING OF THE SEVENTH 
TRUMPET. 


1N THE WHOLE TS ATTEMPTED A VINDICATION OF 
OUR REFORMATION AND REFORMERS TN THE A 
CENTURY. 


WITH | 
SEVERAL EXTRACTS FROM Thomas Goopwinz, DR. 
RevyNoLDs, AND Gi.LesPIE, MEMBERS OF THE 
WESTMINSTER ASSEMBL Y, WITH MaSTRICT, NEw- 
TOWN, AND JERIEW. 


By GEORGE "THOMSON, V. D. M. 
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COURTEOUS EY | 


Tuns occaſion of publiſhing the Sermon and 
Effay, is, in order to vindicate Reformation 
Principles, and the Seceſſion Teſtimony, both 
as to the doctrine of grace, eſpecially reſpec- 
ting the ſubordination to, and. the commit- 
ment of, all things into Chriſt's hand, as Me- 
y diator, clearly held forth in ſcripture, and 
miintained in their doctrine of grace; I only 
obſerve, that, when all things are ſaid to be 
| committed unto Chriſt, that it does not mean 
| 
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the Father's laying aſide his work, or ſaying 
that he neither gives nor works ; Shin « My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” And, 
lincg God hath not withheld his only begotten 
Son, how will he not with him freely give us 
all things; ſo that a three-one God both ope- 
rates and beſtows gifts upon men, but through: 
the Mediator, and his obedience and ſuffer- 


YO ing, —All things are given to him as the ad- 

| miniſtrator of the covenant, to be communica- 
y ted to ſinners, on the footing of his obedience 
5 ts death, even the death of the croſs, or as. 
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the reward of his work; but having ſaid much 
on this head, both in the Sermon and Eſſay, 
I pals it. | 

Another point, much oppoled, is the Magi- 
ſtrate's power as to religion, or the firſt table 
of the moral law. Though I neither have, 
nor am capable to write on politics, nor do [ 
think it belongs to my office as a Miniſter, but 


in fo far as church or ſtate comes to be negli- 


gent of their duty, or direct tranſgreſſors of 
God's law, I am warranted, as openly ro teſ- 
tify againſt them, as they, are open in fin. — 
What the Seceſſion have complained of, .and 


teſtified agailt, is, that, in he Revolution e- 
ſtabliſhment, Epiſcopacy was ſettled in Eng- 


land and Ireland, contrary to the engagements 
come under by the nation in the folemn league 
and covenant of the three kingdoms; and, 
ſince that time, the great toleration given to 
all ſectaries, and efpecially tob great a liberty 


given to Papiſts and Popery in all the three 


kingdoms. . 

It is very true what Voung 1 that the 
Seceſſion owned and acknowledged the preſent 
rulers, botli taught, and do teach, ſubjection 
to them in things lawful, But Jam perſua- 
ded, none of them imagined, that the ſword 
of the Spirit, nor the word of God. was to be 
the only mean of extirpating falſe doctrines, 
groſs hereſics, or ſinful practices. It is true, 
ſpiritual Weapons are the only weapons to be 
uſed by the church; put, that groſs heretics, 
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and idolaters, are not to be puniſhed by the 
ſtate, ſo long as peaceable members in it, is 


denied; for extirpating them by penal laws, 
or civil pains, is a doctrine, ſays the reverend 


Dr. John Voung, we abhor; and fo he 
boalts of himſelf, and his bretheren, having the 


honour to be the firſt ſociety, who have ſet 
that doctrine of, toleration upon its proper 


foundation—in the eſſential differenceberween 


the kingdom of Chriſt, and me kiogdoras of 
this world; 
Mr. Young aſſerts, cat none ought to be 


| puniſhed, if peaceable members; every man 


may worſhip God according to his conſcience ; 
that this is the caſe is true, but that it is com- 
mendable, is falſe. A few years ago, the 
greateſt part of Scotland oppoſed the Popiſh 
bill, becauſe Popiſſi principles, viz. acknow- 
ledging the Pope as their head, and keeping 
no faith with heretics, were inimical to the 
{tate; and ſo reckoned it impoſlible that 
real Papiſts could be peaceable ſubjects. Does 
not the Doctor own, that ſound principles lead 
unto ſound practices? that the order of our 
Catechiſm lays down the principles we are 
to believe? and then the duties we are to 
practiſe ; this is what the ſcriptures principally 


teach. The grace of God hath appeared to 


men, teaching effectually to deny ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, to live ſoberly, righteouſly 
and godiy. If the author be worthy. of bis 
character, he will with the apoſtle affirm 


0 | 
conſtantly, that they which have believed 
maintain good — Miniſters who preach 


up ſound doctrines, and inculcate holineſs as 
connected with faith in Chriſt, are the beſt 


friends to the King and government, even tho's 


inſtead of being flatterers, they ſhould openly 
teſtify againſt the errors of both. 

May not miniſters ſay to the” king and 
queen, humble yourſelves. Jer. xiii. 18. 


Thus faith the Lord, and of the king that 
ſitteth upon the throne of David, &c. Thus 


{faith the Lord, I will ſend upon them the 
{word, the famine, and the peſtilence, &c. 
Jer. xxix. 16, 17. Their king ſhall go into 
captivity, and their princes together. Amos 
i. 15. The reaſons he gives for the teſtimo- 
nies finding fault with the tolleration in the 
year 1712, was its tendency to weaken the 
government of the church. But has it not 
the ſame tendency yet? The other is, 
*«« ſtrengthening and ſupporting a party who 
had eſpouſed the intereſt of a Popifſh pre- 
tender.“  Diflenters of the Preſbyterian per- 
ſuaſion were all united againſt the Popiſhpre- 
tender. But I am perſuaded, that Seceders 
teſtified againſt toleration then, and ſtill, be- 
cauſe either the eſtabliſhment, or a poſitive 
toleration of Epiſcopacy, but more eſpecially 
of Popery, was contrary to the word of God, 


our confeſſion of faith, covenants national and 


ſolemn league, and the whole of our Preſby- 
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an divines, Young, and Graham,: are; 1 


| oppoſite — yet both agree 


in reckoning the, magiſtrate ſhould. puniſh no 
idolaters nor hereties. . Though 1 am for 
maintaining churgh and - ſtate quite diſtinct, 
and different in theig gatures and operations, 


or duties, yet they ate connected by the law 


of God, which both lays down and enjoins to 
each of them their particular duties. I ſhall 
only obſerve, that the church has, and may 
ſubſiſt without kings and rulers in the ſtate aſ- 
ſiſting them, or giving the leaſt countenance 
to them: yea it has proſpered, multiplied 


and increaſed, like Iſrael in Egypt, when the 


rulers oppreſſed and perſecute them. For the 
church-is compared to a- woman, obliged to 


fly into the wilderneſs from floods of error and 


perſecution ; the witneſſes are but few, and 
deſpiſed during the whole of antichriſt's reign. 

But though the church may, and will conti- 
nue, although my two fellow-miniſters and I 
ſhould neither teach nor preach, yet that does 


not ſay but it is our duty to do it, and all we 
can for promoting. God's glory, and the ſpirt- 


tual good of men. ſuſt ſo it is the magiſ- 


trates duty to do all in his power, or what be- 


longs to his office to do, for religion; yet I 
may confeſs that it would be better for the 


church to have no eſtabliſhents at all, than to 
-have ſuperſtition and idolatry eſtabliſhed. But 


no man ſhould, nor can rightly do any thing 


againſt, bur for the truth. 
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But I conclude with the following Str s 
from ' the wor ks of Shuckfgrd; Helen _ 
Rutherford. 107 

It has indeed WM thought in all wes, 


to be both the duty and intereſt of nes | 
to eſtabliſh the worſhip of a Deity amongſt 


their people. And it is certainly their duty 
to do it as men, who are bound to promote 
the glory of God; and there is more ſound 
of words than force of argument in the pre- 
tence of ſome writers, that the magiſtrate, as 
magiſtrate, has nothing to do in this matter; 
for” if it be undeniably certain, that every man 
is obliged to promote the glory of God; it 
Will follow, that the magiſtrate is not ex- 
empted ; but moves in a ſtation of greater 


influence, and has therefore ability to perform 
this, which is a duty univerſally incumbent 


upon all men, in a more effectual manner. 


If theſe, writers would gain their point, they 
muſt prove, that being a magiltrate cancels 


that duty, which the magiltrate, as a man, 
owes to God, and. which is part of his rea- 
ſonable ſervice of the Deity ; - and which he is 
indiſpenſibly obliged to perform in the beſt 


manner he can, only taking a due care, that 


a zeal for his duty does not lead him into un- 


juſt or wicked meaſures about it: but it is the 


intereſt of the magiſtrate to eſtabliſh religion; 
for it is the ſureſt way to obtain the protecti- 
on of God's providence, without which no 
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r 
wiſe and prudent writer ever reputed the 
public affairs of kingdoms to be in a ſafe and 


flouriſhing conditidn: and it is the only, or by 
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far the beſt way to cultivate thoſe moral 
principles of duty amongſt a people, without 
which no community can be either happy or 

ſecure: thus Tully thought upon this ſubject, 
cConcluding the happineſs of a community to 
be founded upon religion, and very judiciouſly 
querying whether | Pietate adverſus deos ſublatã] 
If a general neglect of religion were introduc- 
ed, a looſeneſs of principle deſtructive of all 
ſociety would not quickly follow, an evil which 
if the magiſtrate does not prevent, he can do 
nothing very effectual to the public welfare. 
This all e heathen magiſtrates have ever 
been apprized of; and therefore never were 
ſo wild as to attempt to diſcharge themſelves of 
the care of it: their only fault was, that their 
care of it was too political: when they them- 
ſelves were the miniſters of religion, they ſer 
up their fancies inſtead of religion, as their 
ſpeculations led them, or their intereſts direct- 

ed; and afterwards, when they appointed 
other perſons to the miniſtrations, they ſo 
managed as to have them at their direction 
for the ſame purpoſes; as will appear to 
any one, that will fairly examine this ſub- 
ject. “ HHuckford's ſacred and pr ophane eg x 
page 128, Sr 130. 

Queſt. I. Hath God armed the civil ma- 
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CL giſtrate with the power of the ſor for 
« the defence; and encouragement of them 
„ that are 200d and for the Puniſhment of | 


« evil doers ?”? 


An. Les Rom. xili. 5 2, 3 4. I Pet. Us" 
I 3, 14. | * 
Quel. % Well tien, do not the Social 


err, wl maintain, That it is not the duty 


of the civil 9 to puniſh the guilty 
« with death?” 

Anf. Yes. 

Queſ. By what reaſons are they confuted ? 

Anſ. © (1.) Becauſe, God hath expreſly 
«© commanded, that tranſgreſſing idolaters be 
«© put to death; Deut. xvii. 7. Deut. xix. 
e N. Becauſe, it appertains to the 
office, and duty of the magiſtrate, to pu- 
„ niſh the guilty with death; Rom. xilt. 4. 
«r-773-'Per. £4, (3); Becauſe all that take 
„ the ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword; 
« Matth. xxvi. 52.” 

Queſ. Is it the duty of the civil Fan rde, 


to take order, that all blaſphemies, and he- 


reſies be ſuppreſſed, all the ordinances of God 
duly ſettled, miniſtred and obſerved; all a- 
buſes in worſhip and diſcipline reformed, all 
idolaters, gainſayers, and other obſtinate diſ- 
ſenters, be obliged and forced to quit their 
tenets and opinions, and conform themſelves 
to the true worſhip, and ſervice of God ac- 
"cording to his law? Anſ. © Yes.” 
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Well then, 4 45 not the Quakers, and other 
f ſockgrigt err, who judge it antichriſtian, and 
the practiſe of the church of Rome, that the 
civil; ſupreme magiſtrate, with the aſſiſtance 
of the church and her cenſures, ſnould by his 
cCoactive power, force and oblige all his ſub- 


jets to a reformation of religion, and to a 
conformity to the true worſhip, THO doc- 


n MF 

Queſ. By what reaſons are 82 Sonfuted: 

Anſ. (t.) Becauſe it is foretold by the 
“% prophet: Iſaiah, that in the days of the goſ- 
„ pel, kings ſhall be nurſing fathers, and 
* queens nurſing mothers to the church of 
* God, chap. xlix. 23. (2.) Becauſe Ar- 
© taxerxes, who was but a heathen king, 
« was very careful to make a decree, that 
„ whatſoever was commanded by the God 
* of heaven, ſhould be diligently done for 
« the houſe of the God of heaven. And that 
« whoſoever would not obey the law of God 
and the king, judgment was to be execu- 
e red ſpeedily upon him, whether by death, 
« baniſhment, confiſcation of goods, or im- 
<« priſonment. For which ſingular mercy, 
«" Ezra bleſſed the Lord God of his fathers, 
„who had put ſuch a thing in the king's 
% heart. So did Nebuchadnezzar. make a 
«decree, that if any people, nation or lan- 
« Sage, ſhould: ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt 


\. 


— 


(ors). 


"tt the, God of heaven they ſliould be cut in 
« pieces. Darius, Hezekiah, Joſiah, &c. 
« made decrees apainſt idolaters and blaf- 
— phemers, and puniſhed ſeverely all thoſe 
« that tranſgreſſed "againſt their laws. 
Truths Victory over Error, by Profe Yor Diet. 
ſon, page 206, &c. | 
WM Ok what * is royal power from 
God fs 
Pee © By wa 7 of permiſſion, as Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 
« 2, By way of naked probatdon 

3. By particular deſignation, as he ap- 
pointed Saul and David for the crown of 1 0 
Tael. 
The kingly, or royal: office, is 7” 
1 by divine inſtitution, and not by naked 
approbation as Aaron's prieſthood was, be- 
cauſe they had their qualifications, bodily per- 
fections and charge, all appointed by Him. 
So that we may fay the royal power is 
from God, or by divine inſtitution, becauſe 
God mouldeth him. Deut. xvii. 15. Thou 
hall in any ways ſet him king over thee, 
whom the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe out from 
among thy brethren. —Kings and all magiſ- 
trates are God's deputies and lieutenants on 
earth, Pſal. Ixxxii. 1, 6, 7. They are feeders 
of God's people, Pſal. Ixxviii. 9. "Naw ſing fa- 
© thers to the church, If. Ixix. 23+ Captains 
over the Lord's people, 1 Sam, ix, 19. There 


W 0 
EY 1 Corinth. Aix. 2. Heis 
the keeper, preſerver;. and avenger of God's 
law. Ariſtocracy and democracy are of di- 
vine inſtitution. They are not different in na- 
ture, it we ſpeak morally and theologically, 
only they differ politically and poſitively ; nor 
is ariſtocracy any thing but diffuſed; and en- 
larged monarchy, and monarchy is nothing 
but contracted ariſtocracy, as it is the ſame 
hand when the thumb and four fingers are 
folded together, as when all the five fingers 
are dilated and ſtretched out. How far go- 
vernment is an ordinance of man, 1 Peter ii. 3, 
13. Not becauſe it is an invention of man, 
or not an ordinance of man, not becauſe man 
is the efficient cauſe of magiſtracy, but becauſe 
they are men who are magiſtrates. It is ex- 
erciſed by men, and for their good. Royal 
power is three ways in the people. Firſt ra- 
dically and virtually, as in the firſt ſubject. 
Second, ah, by way of free do- 
notion, to this, or that perſon. Third, in a 
way of limitation, and ſo they may limit the 
meaſure, extent or conditions, upon which it is 
to be exerciſed and held. It is an ordinance 
of men not effectively, as an invention of men, 
but ſubjectively as exerciſed by man, and ob- 
jectively for the good of men for their n 
and lafety. | 
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A 0} Be, 
The power of creating a man a king. is 
from the people: hence the people made 
Omri king, not Zimri. Though God de- 
ſigned ſome men to be kings, and andqinted 
them by his prophets; yet were they neyer 
actually inſtalled, till the people made them 
kings, When thou ſhalt ſay. I will ſet a king 
over me, like all the nations round about, 
thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him king over thee, 
whom the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe, Deut. 
xvii. 14, 15. The people under God made the 
king. Though God commanded Samuel to 
anoint Saul, yet all the people went to Gil- 
gal, and there they made Saul king before the 
Lerd, 1 Sam. xi. 15. All theſe came wih a 
perfect heart to make David king in Hebron, - 
1 Chron. xii. 38. Saul after being anointed by 
Samuel, remained a private man, and no 
king till the people elected him; ſo did Da- 
vid remain a ſubject till Iſrael made him 
king at Hebron. The office is immediately 
from God, but the perſon, or perſons, by 
whom the power is exerciſed, is from or by 
the people's choice, God marks him out to 
te people, as one who hath the moſt royal 
endowments; and the due qualifications re- 
quired of a lawful magiſtrate, by the word 
of God. Men of truth hating covetouſ- 
neſs, Deut. i. 16, 17. Men who will judge 
cauſes betwixt their brethren, righteouſly, 
without reſpect of perſons, © God can in- 
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Mice ſtates. or kingdotus to chuſe this 6k 
t particular perſon. R LS 
„It is a vain thing to ailtinguiſr — 
the office, and the power; for the power is 
a power to rule according to God's law, as 
he is commanded, Deut. xvii.' and this is the 
very office which the King of kings has given 
to all kings under him ;—it is to govern for 
the Lord his maker: a power to do ill or 
tyranniſe over perſons, is not from God. Elec- 
tion-mult be a better right than birth. The 
lineal deduction of the crown from father to 
fon, through the whole line is from the peo- 
ple; and elections of governors, ſhould be per- 
formed as in the fight of God; and the per- 
fon who comes neareſt to God's judge, is one 
fearing God and hating covetouſneſs; and to 
Moſes's king i is one, who ſhall read i in 1 1 . 
Deut. xvii. 

The genuine and itte * * making 
kings is not ſimply governing, but-governing 
the beſt way in peace; honeſty and godline ſs, 
I Tim. ii. Theſe then are to be — kings 
who may molt fitly and ſpeedily promote theſe 
ends. Mere conqueſt without conſent gives 
no title, becauſe all thoſe who had any law- 
ful calling to the crown in God's word, as Saul, 
David and Solomon, were called by the peo- 
ple : a king, by virtue of his office, is the father 
of a kingdom, a tutor, defender, protector 
ſhield and leader, ſhepherd, huſband, watch- 
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is king. The ſins of people conquered, cannot 
legitimate the right; for though Iſrael de- 
ſerved deſolation and captivity by the heathen, 


before the throne of divine Juſtice ; yet they 


grievouſly ſinned in conquering Iſrael, Zech. 


i. 15. I am very fore diſpleaſed with the 


heathen that are at caſe ; for I was but a little 


diſpleaſed, and they helped forward the afflic- . 
tion. Though judah deſerved captivity, yet 


God was highly diſpleaſed with Babylon for 
their unjuſt and bloody conqueſt. 
« The violence done to me, and to my fleſh, 


be upon Babylon, ſhall the inhabitants of 4 
Zion ſay, and my blood upon the inhabi- 


tants of Chaldea ſhall Jeruſalem ſay. A 
king is a ſpecial gift of God to feed and 


defend his people, that they may lead a 


godly and peaceable life under him, Pſal. 
Ixxviii. 71, 72. 1 Tim. ii. 2. It was a 


judgement of God that Iſrael was without 
a king for many days, Ho. iii. 4, and that 


there was no Judge to put evil doers to 
ſhame— the genuine end of a conqueror is 
not peace, but fire and ſword. 


*© I Sam. viii. It. The ſcope of Samuel's : 
ſermon is to dehort them 2 a king, and 


they by . the contrary lay, ver. 19. ' Nay, 
but we will have, a king. One of the ſpecial 


reaſons they. ſought for a king was to be freed 


of tyranny, becauſe Samuel? ſons turned aſide 


man and keeper of the people, over which tre 


199 


after lucre, took bribes and perverted. judg- 

ment, therefore all the elders of Iſrael gathers 
ed themſelves together and came to Samuel to 
- Ramah, and there they As a king. 7. 


Whether magiſtrates as fuch be natural? 
Anſwer, nature is conſidered as whole and 
ſinleſs, or fallen and broken. In the former 
conſideration, that either man ſhould ſtand in 
need of any to compel him with the ſu 0. to 
do his duty, and not oppreſs, was no more na- 
tural to man than to ſtand in need of hangmen, 
or phyſicians to the body, which in this ſtate was 
not iu a capacity of ſickneſs or death; and ſo 
government by parents and hutbands were only 
natural, 

Promiſes of reward, fear of puniſhment, and 
| the coactive power of the ſword, are natural 
means to move us, and wings to promote obe- 
dience. In this reſpect government by magi- 
ſtrates is natural. —Rzrberford*s Lex 8 page 
133, &c. 

Take this ſhort ſcheme of Davis in his 
treatiſe of Heaven and Earth ſhaken, page 
85, on the opening the firſt ſeal Chriſt rides 
on the word of truth, or the goſpel conquer- 
ing and to conquer heatheniſmm. 
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Second ſeal, or red horſe, ſhe ws the bloody 
wars that Clwiſt raiſeth againſt them. 
> Third ſeal, or black horſe, denotes ſcarcity 
8 of bread, by which Chriſt afflicts them. 
1 F ourth ſeal, or pale horſe, includes wars, 
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' famine and peſtilence, all which Chriſt brought 
in upon them. 

la the fifth, you have the cry of the ſaints 
under their perſecutions, which Chriſt hears 
attentively. 

The ſixth ruins the heatheniſh empire, the 
great day of Chriſt's wrath being come upon 
it, ſo that it was not able to ſtand. 

The ſeventh preſents a viſion of ſeven 
angels with ſeven. trumpets, and theſe relate 
Chriſt's ſhaking and ruining the empire, while 
Chriſtian, and no marvel ſeeing it turned Arian 
and perſecuting. 

The four firlt trumpets ſound the fatal 
ruin of the Weſtern empire, when Chriſt 
ſtirred up the Goths and Vandals in four in- 
curſions upon it. 1 

In the fifth and ſixth trumpets, . which are 
two woe trumpets, Chriſt ſhakes the Eaſtern 
empire in giving paſlage to Mahomet in the 
fifth, and the Turks in the fixth trumpet. 

Finally, we read of ſeven vials which con- 
tain Chrilt's ſhaking the kingdoms of antichriſt, 
which are the laſt plagues to the beaſt ; thus 
Chriſt judgeth all his enemies, both heatheniſh 
and antichriſtian, and ſays he page 82, Chriſt 
ſhakes men in office as kings and princes. 
How great will that day and work be when 
the emperor mult anſwer for his provinces, 
and the extreme cruelty and oppreſſion of 
the Proteſtant party, what a hideous-cry of 
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blood in ſo many years war will be heard 


againſt him, when Germany s tears and deſo- 
lations ſhall be turned into a vial of wrath 


upon him! How much hath the king of Spain 
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1 to anſwer for the blood of Indians, and Eng- 
liſh in the eaſt. All his golden mines will 


never be ſo ſweet as the vengeance will be 
bitter. Let his curſed- cruel inquiſition be as 
precious to him as his right. eye, yet God will 
pluck it out, he will caſt it down. He will 
no more bear with an inquiſition in Spain, 
than with an high commiſſion court in Eng- 
land. I wiſh that France and Sayoy would 
conſider of their maſſacres; if they do not, 
all the world ſhall acknowledge Chriſt's juſt 
ſhaking devaſtations in many years war, and 
otherwiſe vengeance on them. 


END OF THE PREF ACE. 
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UPON 


CHRIST'S MEDIATORY KINGDOM, Sc. 


IN order to manifeſt the true ſtate of the queſtion 
about the magiſtrates tolerating religion, I obſerve 
that there is a great difference between a negative 
and a poſitive toleration. A negative one is a ſim- 
ple paſſing over a fault, without taking any notice 
of it, either in a way of approbation or diſapproba- 
tion. Parents, maſters or miniiters, are not called 
to reprove every fault, infirmity or miſtake of their 
children, ſervants, or members of their congregati- 
on, far leſs puniſh them. But there is a great dif- 
ference between my taking no cogniſance of a fault, 
and my openly telling my children and ſervants, 
that J allow them in it. There is a great difference 
between a magiſtrates ſimply paſſing by, and doing 
nothing for, or againſt many of his ſubjects, though 
guilty of ſeveral faults and errors, both as to firſt 
and ſecond- table duties. Such as idolatry, breach 
of Sabbath, diſobedience to parents, ſtealing or lying, 
and ſuch like; and telling men openly his ſubjects, 
by tolerating Popery, that he alloweth them to 
worſhip other gods, to profane God's name and 


. 


Sabbath, to diſobey their ſuperiors, to murder, to 
commit unclearineſs, ſteal andlie, this is open Popery, 
giving indulgences, diſpenſing with God's law, fit- 
ring in the temple of God, and ſetting himſelf 
above God; telling the world in ſo many words, 
that he allows perſons to do what God expreſsly 
forbids them; thus he allows men to worſhip ſaints 
and angels, the virgin Mary, &c. contrary to God's 
expreſs command, thou ſhalt wor ſhip the Lord thy God, 
&c. This is the kind of toleration 1 oppoſe, and my 
chief reaſon for it is becauſe it is contrary to our for- 
mer reformation principles teſtified for by the fe- 
ceſſion. 

6 The Roman Antichriſt has for a long time in- 
vaded the prerogative of the Son of God, by u- 
ſurping a headſhip over the church: He fits in the 
temple of God, exalting himſelf above all that is called 
God: At the imperfect reformation of England, 
when they threw off the Pope as head of the church, 
they lodged the ſame in the king, declaring him to 
be ſupreme head in all caſes civil or eccleſiaſtic. In 


the late day's of Scotland's apoſtaſy from God, the 


crown was facrilegiouſly taken from Chriſt's head 


among us alſo, and ſet upon the head of a perſecu- 


ting apoſtate. Dreadful were the invaſions and en- 
croachments that were made upon the crown-royal 


of the King of Zion, by king, parliaments, and per- 


ſons of all ranks ; particularly by the act reſciſſory, 


whereby axes and hammers were lifted up upon the 


carved work of the temple, hewing down the glori- 
ous work of reformation, reſtoring abjured Prelacy, 
reſcinding the obligations of our ſolemn covenants, 
yea, ordering them to be burnt at the croſs of Edin- 


burgh, by the hand of the common hangman, pro- 


ſecuring to the very death all that owned a work of 
reformation,” | 


* 
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& Iſrael provoked the Lord by their perjury and 


treachery, and breach of ſolemn covenant. God 
had ſeparated that peaple from amoug all the nations 


F; of rhe earth, and taken them for his covenanted 
people, and they had avouched the Lord for their 


God, and promiſed under the ſolemnity of the oath 
of God, that they would do his commandments, and 
obſerve his ſtatutes and teſtimonies; but they quick- 
ly turned aſide like a deceitful bow ; on which ac- 
count God ſays, that he would fend a {word among 
them, to avange the quarrel of his covenant. Now, 
let us apply this to ourſelves in the days of our re- 
formation. Theſe lands, and particularly this, en- 
tered into ſolemn leagues and covenants, for pre- 
ſerving and carrying on a work of reformation, in 
oppoſition to Papiſts, Prelatiſts, Eraſtians, Sectari- 
ans, and all malignants, or enemies of the work of 
reformation under whatever denomination, and to 
adhere to the doctrine, diſcipline, worſhip, and go- 


vernment of the church of Chriſt ; but alas! how 


treacherouſly have we and our fathers dealt with 
the great God, with reſpe&. to theſe covenant-en- 
gagements ? How ſhamefully was the obligation of 
them reſcinded by act of parliament ; and not only 
ſo, but difgracefully and ignominiouſly burnt at the 
public croſs of the capital city of the nation, and 
that by the countenance of authority? And, as if 
that had not been enough, in oppoſition to the 
royal authority of the Son of God, our covenanted 
Head and King, the prerogatives of his crown, by 
act of parliament, were taken from him, and a fin- 
ful mortal veſted with one of the jewels of his media- 
tory crown, and declared head in all cauſes civil 
and cccleſiaſtic. And how many ſinful compliances 
(with theſe uſurpations) have there becn both be- 
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fore and ſince the revolution, contrary tb theſe ſo- 
lemn covenant-engagements ? We have reafon to 
fear that God is at this day upon his march to avenge 
the quarrel of his holy name, that was ſolemnly in- 
terpoſed in theſe covenants by all ranks.” 

„ Idolatry and ſuperſtition was another of the 
fins of Iſrael, whereby the Angel of the. covenant 
was provoked to anger; they forfook the true wor- 
ſhip of God appointed in the law of Moſes, and fell 
in with the idols of the nations round about them, 
worſhipping the hoſt of heaven, ſtocks and ſtones, 
the calves of Dan and Bethel, for which God reprov- 
ed them by one prophet after another, until (for 
their following the idols of the heathens) God was 
provoked to ſend them unto bondage in the land of 
the heathens for the ſpace of ſeventy years. We in 
theſe lands are ſolemnly engaged by covenant and 
ſolemn league, to cleave to the true worſhip of God 
appointed in his word, in oppoſition to al Popiſh 
ſuperſtition; and yet how much is the idolatrous 
maſs connived at both in England and Scotland ? 
Popiſh miſſionaries and Jeſuits we hear are ſwarm- 
ing and making profelytes to their idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, without any check from thoſe who have the 
execution of the laws againſt Popery in their hand; 
which gives ground to fear, that ſome general maſ. 
ſacre of the Proteſtants, like that in Ireland, may 
be on foot. We had need to be upon our guard 
againſt men, whoſe avowed principle is, That there 
is no faith to be kept with Proteſtants. And as for 
ſuperſtitious worſhip or ceremonies of mens inven- 
tion in the worſhip of God, it is well known how, 
contrary to folemn covenants, it is practiſed under 
the protection of law, and the ſucceſſors to the crown 
obliged by law to follow and practiſe it, and this law 
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8 
komologate by all ſorts of perſons almoſt, and that 
with the ſolemnity of the oath of God,—Erfhline s 


5 Diſcourſes, Vol. III. ＋ 118, 304, 307. 


« Excluſive eſtabliſhments or churches are found- 


cd on the no leſs pernicious, than abſurd principle, 


that the legiſlative, as well as the executive, power 


of government, with whomſoever it is intruſted, is 


founded on, and derived from, the authority vf 
Chriſt, as he is the divine Mediator and head of 
the church; or, that civil government, inſtead of 
being founded on the law of nature, is aneh de- 
rived from grace. 

This hypotheſis muſt appear extrayagancly wild 
to all who have acquainted themſelves with the o- 
ripin, nature, and the ends of civil government. 
The moſt curſory reflection on the ſubject, muſt 
convince every unprejudiced perſon, that i is a 
principal part of that foundation on which the com- 
bination of church and ſtate, in one mixed ſyſtem, 
has been, and continues to be built. During ſeveral 
ages, it was an orthodox article in the creed of all 


hriſtian nations. Conſtantine the Great received 


it, as the moſt indiſputable axiom, when he eſta- 
bliſhed-the church imperial, he was made to be- 
lieve, that he was poſſeſſed of the moſt delegated 
authority to model g's kingdom of Chriſt, accord- 
ing to the plan of political government in the em- 
pire. 

When the civil authority devolved on the bi- 
ſhop of Rome, did he not pretend that he had de- 
rived his whole authority from Chriſt, his pretend- 

ed conſtituent? did he not openly declare, that go- 

vernment is founded on grace, and that the kings 

of the earth held their crowns of him, as the dele- 

gated head of the church? Was not that the prin- 
1 


„ 
cipal foundation on which he adventured to de- 
throne princes, and diſpoſe of kingdoms? 

„In England, his Majeſty is ſupreme over all 5 
perſons, and in all cauſes, eccleſiaſtical as well as 
civil. A government conſiders herſelf as empower- 
ed to introduce changes in the church; by whom? 
not by the nation; ſhe has no right to interpoſe 
her authority about eccleſiaſtical objects, and to em- 
power agents for a ſociety eſſentially diſtin& from 
herſelf. Not by the church, parliament, or a ſove- 
reign prince, for he can be no repreſentative of the 
kingdom of Chriſt; the church can confer no pow- 
ers on princes, unleſs her ſupremacy over <pgs 
once more becomes orthodox doctrine. 

It remains then, that government muſt pofſels 
the power of moulding the church, by an inherent 
and original title. If ſo, this title "muſt have been 
originally conferred, either by the God of nature, 
on the foundation of the law of nature, or by the 
Mediator, on the footing of grace. Was the firſt ſup- 
poſed, it would unavoidably follow, that Chriſt hath 
no proper kingdom; that the church muſt be eſſen- 
tally one with civil ſociety, and muſt be ſubject to 
the deputies of the God of nature alone, and that 
the inſcription on the Mediator's veſture and thigh, 
ſhould be entirely without a meaning, KING or 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. © The laſt, there- 
fore, can only be ſuppoſed with. decency and pro- 
priety. 
gSopereign princes muſt poſſeſs an original right 
from Chriſt, as his ſubſtitutes, on the foundation of 
grace, to turn his kingdom upſide down at their 
ſovereign-pleaſure.” Graham's Review of Eecle- 
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- iſt; Mr. Graham ſuppoſes, that the divine Media- 
tor is conſidered in no reſpect, but as head of the 
church; though the ſcripture declares him to be 
made head over all things to the church; and ſo 


rules nations and kingdoms—all the providential 


diſpenſations in them, or concerning them, in ſub- 
ordination to the glory of his name, and the good 
of his own church and people: for the ſake of the 
church, he ſent to Babylon, and brought down the 
Chaldeans, &c. 

. .2dly, Though Chriſt, as Mediator, and not only 
head of the church, but head over all things to her, 
modelled the church according to his own pleaſure, 
and rules kingdoms and nations, as he pleaſes, for 
their good and advantage; yet, he neither com- 
mands, nor allows men, to modulate the church or 
ſtate either, according to their own pleaſure, but has 
inſtituted the whole doctrines, ordinances, and rules, 
with all the particular officers belonging to the 
church, together with general rules, laws, and ex- 
amples, both to direct men in their choice of go- 
vernors, and theſe governors in the execution of 
their reſpective duties: though he has left it at the 
pleaſure of particular kingdoms, whether to conſti- 
tute their government monarchical, ariſtocratical, 
democratical, or mixed neither has one king- 
dom any buſineſs ado with the government of ano- 
ther; for Chriſt, the head of all rule and govern- 
ment, and by whom kings reign, and princes do 
decree juſtice, ſets up, or puts down, whom he 
pleaſes: promotion comes not from eaſt, nor welt, 
but God is judge; he puts down one, and ſets up 
another.—He binds and looſes the bonds of kings 
at his pleaſure; or influences nations to ſet up this 
or that kind of government, this or that perſon as 
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a ruler over them. However, it may be obſerved 
here, that there is a great difference between God's 
laying down a rule for man's duty, in ſetting up ma- 
giſtrates, ſuperior or ſubordinate, and ſecretly, in- 
ternally, by his influence, or externally, by his pro- 
vidence influencing and managing all the revoluti- 
ons of kingdoms for his own glory, and the good 
of his people. The firit ſhews what ought to be 
done by men, in a way of duty; the other, what is 
done in agrecableneſs to God's ſecret will of pur- 
poſe. Thus, though rulers ought to govern accord- 
ing to law and equity, neither to tyrannize, oppreſs, 
or deal unjuſtly; yet, how contrary to right, equity, 
and juſtice, did the Egyprian, Babylonian, Aſſyrian, 
and many other kings act that we read of in ſcrip- 
ture. Though people ought to be ſubject to, and 
never caſt off governors, ſo long as they rule ac- 
cording to law and equity, becauſe the bond be- 
tween rulers and ruled are mutually binding—yet, 
many times, we fee ſubjects caſting off ſubjection 
to their ſuperiors, on unwarrantable and unlawful 
reaſons, as well as ſome others, for warrantable and 
lawful reaſons. 
3dly, Tho' church and ſtate be ruled by Chriſt, 
as Mediator, yet he has neither conſtituted kin 
nor pope, nor any perſon whatever in the world, 
as a head or governor to both. No officer in the 
church, as ſuch, has any power over civil matters; 
nor any ruler in civil affairs, has any power to rule 
in or over the church. The offices are diſtinct and 
limited, and each of them muſt have their diſtinct 
work, and their different and diſtin& qualifications 
for cheir work; ſo that, whether the pope uſurp a 
ſupreme power over church and ſtate, and profeſles 
to:depoſe Kings at his pleaſure, or kings uſurp a ſu- 


bas any ſach power from Chriſt, who is both a 
head of rule and government in a ſpecial manner 


to the church, and a head of ſaving and peculiar in- 


rived this abuſe of power from Chriſt— 


3 | 
preme power over the church; yet neither of them 


flaence to them; alſo a head of rule, government, 
and common influence over all things to the church. 
Though all power in heaven and in earth be com- 
mitted to Chriſt, as Mediator, yet we read of no 
vicegerent that he has appointed to exerciſe ſuch 
power or authority on earth, Miniſters in the 
church, and magiſtrates or rulers in the ſtate, ſhould 
all be ſubject to Chriſt. Hence miniſters, or watch- 
men, are called to go about Jeruſalem's walls, to 
tell her towers, &c. He placed his teſtimony and 
his law in Ifrael, for this end, that they might tell 
it to poſterity. Kings, judges, or princes of the 
earth, are called to kiſs the Son, in a way of ſub- 
jection, and ſerve him, Pfal. ii. Though Chriſt's 
rule and government be univerſal; yet none but he 
was capable for it, and conſequently was committed 
to none but him. Therefore Mr. Graham is wrong, 
in ſaying, that either the pope, or any king, de- 
they 
might pretend, or profeſs ſo; but it was not the 
truth of government being founded on grace, and de- 
rived from his kingly office, by whom kings reign, 
and princes do decree ruſtice.whi has on his veſture 
and thigh, a name written, King of kings; but a 
man taking that upor him, to which he has no 
right, this is an uſurpation and robbery. Hence 
God fays, „Ve have robbed me,” &c. Now, 
Chriſt hath a proper kingdom: Chriſt's kingdom is 
but one, which ruleth over all; but his right rot - 
is twofold, eſſential and mediatory. He has an eſ- 
ſential right to it, as God co- equal and co-eſſential 
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with the Father. As Mediator, he has a right by 
purchaſe and conqueſt, and conſequently by * 
tion: The Father loveth the Son, and hath g 
ven all things into his hand; he is well pleaſed 75 
kim, for his righteouſneſs fake.” —There i is there- 
fore no difference as to the things ruled, becauſe 
Chriſt is head over all things to = church, as Me-. 
diator; “and the Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand.“ 

Athly, The God of nature, and the God of grace, 
is the ſame. He who is, and was, the God of na- 
ture, is the God of grace; though he firſt revealed 
himſelf as the God of nature, yet, immediately, on 
the breach of the firſt covenant, revealed himſelf 
as a God of grace through Chriſt; yet that God 
ol grace ſtill continued to be the God of nature, 
and ſtill continued the law of nature, but in ſubor- 
dination to and connection with his law of grace. 
The covenant of works, when firſt made, and re- 
vealed to men, had the law connected with it; obe- 
dience to which was the condition. In this law 
were ſome things natural, which flowed from the 
nature of God and man, the dependence of men 
on their Creator; and upon one another, and ſome 
things poſitive, depending on the will of God, as 
appointing one day in ſeven. Now, this law, both 
as to what is natural, or poſitive, muſt be connect- 


ed in a particular manner with the covenant of 
grace; for the law being fulfilled by Chriſt, both 


in its precept and penalty, is revealed as a law ful- 


filled, yea, magnified, and made honourable, and 
ſo deſerving the accompliſhment of the promiſe; 
and hence, ſuch, who are intereſted in Chriſt, 
are likewiſe completely freed both from the com- 
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manding and condemning power of the law as a cos 

venant of works. '— * | 
Fe are not under the law, but under grace; but 
they are under it as a rule of life in the hand of 
the Mediator; it is made ſubſervient to the cove- 
nant of grace in different reſpe&ts—it tends to con- 
vince and awaken—to diſcover fin: *I had not 
known ſin, unleſs the law had ſaid, thou ſhalt nor 
covet;”—to humble and bring down the pride of 
men—to reſtrain them, and bridle their unruly paſ- 
ſions and Juſts—to direct them in their duty to God, 
and to one another—to be thankful ro God for the 
plan of redemption, and excite to a greater regard to 
his law, as the way to eternal life, and part of the 
happineſs they enjoy for ever: © Great peace have 
> all they who love thy law, nothing ſhall offend 
\ them.“ f ö 
| Whether we view the law of nature, or the mo- 
ral law, which are the ſame as to ſubſtance and 
matter, though different as to extent and clearneſs, 
both the legiſlative and executive power comes from 
Chriſt as Mediator. The law was given by the mi- 
niſtration of angels, in-the hand of a Mediator. 
When Chriſt aſcended up on high, God was faid 
to be among them as in Mount Sinai; and it is plain- 
ly declared, © the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our 
2 lawgiver.” The very preface to the commands ſhews 
who was the legiſlator: I am the Lord thy God,” 
= &c. Now, both tables are equally from the ſame 
lawgiver. All laws given out by men, muſt be gi- 
ven out conform to the laws of the great lawgiver; 
they muſt be juſt, lawful, and right in their nature, 
and likewiſe in their execution.—Secing all power 
in heaven and in earth is given unto Chriſt as Me- 
diator, can it be any abſurd doctrine, to ſay, chat 
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all power is derived from him, whether of legiſla - 
tion or execution? There is no power, either of 
authority or ability, and ſtrength natural or moral, 
which men have, but comes from him: „Every 


good and perfect gift cometh down from the Father; 
of lights,“ &c. 


All ordinances inſtituted in the e and all ä 


providences which take place in the world, belong 
to the adminiſtration of the covenant, are ſabordi- 
nate to the good and edification of his church and 


people. All things are yours, and ye are Chriſt's,” 


and Chriſt is God's; and all things ſhall work to- 
gether for the good of them that love him, and are 
the called according to his purpoſe.“ 


The change of the covenant brought in a * 1 


ocfhaminitration: Had the firſt covenant ſtood, all 
things behoved to be adminiſtered and ruled in fab<$: 


ordination to that covenant; that covenant bein 

broken, all things behoved to be ſubordinate, or 
ſubjected to the ends of God's glory, manifeſted 
in the new covenant, *© which is well ordered in 
all things;”—in its purchaſe—adminiſtration—or 


communication, to ſthners. The bleſſings purcha- 


ſed, are well ordered in their fulneſs - ſuitableneſs 

—ſcaſonableneſls—exrent—and duration. T hey are 

full, free, and ſuitable to every ſinner, and, when 
conferred, they will experience their ſuitableneßs 
and ſeaſonableneſs to their own caſe. 


5thly, Chriſt is the Mediator of the new coye- 
nant. The perſon with whom it was made, and by 


and through whom it is adminiſtered; and, in order 
to accompliſh both, he behoved to be inveſted with 
his threefold office of Prophet, Prieſt, and King; 
in which there are {ome things peculiar to Chriſt, 
that he alone-could accompliſh immediately by him- 


* 
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- 
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dell, and ther things he could accompliſh by the 
inſtrumentality of others — what things Chriſt could 
Fonly accompliſh. immediately, by himſelf, was, his 
fulfilling the law in its precept and penalty—giving 
full ſatisfaction to Jaw-and- juſtice—his interceſſion 
at God's right hand ſending the Spirit and by 
his word and Spirit illuminating the mind, reveal- 
g ing God's will and mind internally —inclining the 
A heart to his teſtimotties and laws—tcaching as ne- 
1 

, 


ver. man taught—ſetting up his kingdom in the 

Heart—ruling mens hearts and inelinations—turn- 

ing them, as the rivers of waters, whitherſoever he- 

a pleaſes - conquering fin and Satan —ſending forth 

the rod of his ſtrength, and making a willing peo- 
* ple in the day of his power, &c. 

What things he performs mediately, or by the 


© inſtrumentality of others, may be, by doctrine or 
- W. teaching; and fo “ he gave ſome apoſtles and pro- 
pöbets, paſtors and teachers, for the work of the 


miniſtry, the edification of the body of Chriſt.” — 

He teaches, by his inſtituting ordinances, qualify- 
ing and appointing men to adminiſter them-—raiſing 
uß wreſtlers, men exerciſed in prayer—as Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, to be a kind of interceſſors.— 
Thus © his choſen. Moſes ſtood in the breach,“ 

® &c. He raiſes up, and commiſſions ſome to exe- 
cute his judgments. or corrections: O Aſſyria! 
the rod in their band, is the ſtaff of mine indigna- 
tion; 1 will fend him againſt an hypocritical gene- 
ration —xraiſcs up deliverers upon Mount Zion, to 
judge the Mount of Eſau:“ as, in the time of the 
jucdges, he raiſed. up Gideon, Jephta, Barak, and 
3 Samſon, &c. He qualifies men with wiſdom, un- 
= derſtanding, courage, and boldneſs, either for the 
= cdcliverance of his church and people, or the cxc- 
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4 cution of his judgments. on "their encmics; in, this 
reſpect Cyrus was called God's anointed ; Nebu- 
chaduezzar was God's ſervant. He carries on his 
work, mediately, by inſtruments, and uſes whom iſ 
he pleaſes: what can, what dare we ſay, tho! the 
Mediator, as King of Zion, hould ſet up a Waſh- 
ington, with a Congreſs, in America—ſhould over- 
turn the bloody houſe o u xia and Bourbon, and 
make a convention in "France executors of his 
judgments upon them, and other nations too? 
Are not Chriſt and Antichriſt. quite oppoſite to 
one another? and Chriſt, che King and head of His 
Church, declares, he will have war with this A- 
malek from generation to generation; and though 
the kings of the earth may, in a great mealüre, 
1 heal the deadly wound, and give their poyer one 
1 hour to the beaſt; yet chis King of Zion {hall turn 
8 the hearts of theſe, or ſome other kings, who have 
likewiſe ſupported Babylon, ro hate the whore, 
and burn her fleth with fire.“ 
In carrying on his work of building up Zion, he 
will ſhake all nations. 
When Chriſt comes to ſhake them, ſays Davis, 
| | c he ſhakes them not only as men, but as men in 
| 
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office—as kings and princes; how great will that 

day. and work be, when the emperor mult anſwer 
for his provinces, and the extrenge cruelty and op- 
| preſſion of the Proteſtant party! what a hideous 
E cry of blood, in ſo many years war, will be heard, 
1 him, when Germany's tears and deſolations 
| ſhall be turned into a vial of wrath upon him! How 
much hath; the king of Spain to anſwer, for the 
; blood of Indians? all his golden mines will never 
be ſo fiyect to him, as the vengeance will be bitter. 
| | Let ug curſed and cruel inquiſition be as precious 
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2a 0 * us 35 righteye, yet God will pluck it but, 


and caſt it down. E f 
I wiſh that France and Sandy with ouſider 
e ſcheir maſſacres; and, if they do not, all the 


72 yorld ſhall acknowledge Chriſt, his juſt ſhaking de- 
%s = i Faſtations, in many/years war, and'otherwiſe ven- 
3 reance on them,“ p. 82. „He will no more bear 
15 rich an inquiſition in Spain, than with an high com- 
us miſnon court in England.” He fays further, p. 203. 
Wait but a while, and, it may be, you Mall ſee 


6.40 the inceſtuous houſe of Auſtria, the emperor, king 


52 of Spain, France, and the reſt of the ten kings of 
N Europe, who have given their power to the beaſt, 
251 come. tumbling down ; and, if they fall, — | 
15 many more will fall with them; their creatures! * 
4 their followers, their courtiers, and their flatterers, 
wh cannot ſtand, Þut muſt come Gown, and with ben 


many more.“ Davis. 

re, chly, Chriſt, as Prophet, Prieſt, and King, is 
che Mediator, through whom God acts in all his 

dealings towards men; and ſo is the medium of 

a. manifeſtation—communication—and operation. 


* 1. The medium of manifeſtation —all the diſco- 
40 veries that God makes of himſelf, is in, through, 
"% and by the Mediator, as all the light, by which we 


view different objects in the world, is lodged in the 
* ſun, and flows from it; ſo all diſcoveries of know- 
ledge, whereby men are brought'to a diſcovery of 
right or wrong, good or evil, comes from Chriſt, 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs: the nature of that light 
may be very different; it may be either common or 
ſaving; it may be either external or interna]:—it 
may have a relation to very different objects, as So- 
lomon's wiſdom had a relation to the nature of 
ch 1 common morality—to ſpiritual commu- 
5 5 9 % 5 E 2 
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nion and fellowſhip with God—as Bezaleel and 5 


| holiab had for making things for the tabernacle, 
and Hirom's for making veſſels for the temple. All 


ay difcoveries and manifeſtations come from him; and 


hence Chriſt is t the light that enliglhitencth cvery 


man that col into the world,” whether, the 
world of nature gg grace. 


2. He is the medium of communication; /* every 


good ang perfect gift is, and cometh, down from 
_ this Father of lights,“ &c. "Js | 


He is fall of grace and truth; he is the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all grace: the Spirit is 


oe Spirit f gysce.— Grace and mercy may be 


different in their nature tog, i. e. cither common 


4. or ſpecial. There is common enlightening grace, 
us Agrippa, Acts xxvi. 8. who was almoſt perſuaded 
to be a Chriſtian—awakening, as Pharaoh, who 


confeſſed that he had ſinned, and Judas, WhO own- 
ed that he had þetrayed | innocent blood, and Felix, 
who rrembled—reſtraining, as Abimelech, Gen. # 
XX. 6. —aſhſting,: as thoſe, who propheſied in Chriſt's 


name, Matth. Xii. 20. or comforting, as the ſtony, 
£ ground hearers, who received the word with joy 


or reforming, as Herod, who did many things, Mark 
vi. 10. or it may be favin g and ſpecial, which changes 
the ſtate and nature, increaſes, and makes the path 


of the jaſt increaſe unto the perfect day. Very dif- 


ferent giſts " be communicate; he gave ſome 
apoſtles, &c. The Spirit diſtriputeth to every one 


ſeverally as he pleaſeth; or, there may be very dif- « 
* ferent degrees, both of manifeſtations and commvu— 
nications, and the effects of both may be very dif- 


ferent; the ſame ſun that hardens the clay, melts 
the wax; the ſame light that blinds one, may en- 
Hohzen' Another; f the fame providence : that it chats 
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one, may humble another; ml ſame. Nieder "at . 
does much good to dne, may do much We to an- 6 
other. 
There may be very different 4 . 07 2 
* ation and communications; there may be 
{clearer manifeſtations or diſcoveries of truth given 
to one than another. Hence Waiah, becauſe of the 
clear diſcoveries. ĩs called a fifth Evangeliſt; he ſpoke 
of Chriſt as already come; and Peter ſpeaks of 
Paul's epillles, : as containing many things dark, 
Which they thag were unlearned wreſted,, as they 
did the other feriptures; we are calleFearneſtly to 
1 deſire the beſt gifts; but above all Mat we may 
© propheſy, 1. e ſpeak plainly. Now, the-more clear- 
y we ſee, the more plainly we will ſpeak. ,- * 
There may be differences of communications; 
the Spirit Afetorerh to every onè as he pleaſeth; 
God communicateth extraordinary gifis, as well as 
ordinary; for “he gave ſome apoſtles, ſome pro- 
phets, ſome paſtors, and teachers,“ &c. The Spi- 
rit was communicate, in an extraordinary meaſure, 
on the day of Pentecoſt. The Spirit came upon 
Saul, and he propheſied. Says Thomas Goodwin, 
< The partiality of this light, (i. e. of conſcience) 
and the unequal diviſion of it to Adam's poſterity, 
- evidence, that it is not of nature's mheritance, but 
- moveable, and fo loſt, and reſtored again by a new 
gift, it, Why is there a light left to ſee ſome kind of 
- fins to be ſins, and not others, Which are as groſs, 9 
Jude 10: It is fajd of cvil men, that they e , 
evil of things which. they know not, and in what 
theyknow naturally, they corrupt themſelves, which 
ſays, they know but ſome things naturally, and o- 
thers not. Now, there can be no reaſon given, 
why Adam! s ſn Extin g light concerning ſome, 
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— not all — if. b. novo, It was not 11 bs re- 
paired? ad, Why are theſe parks of light fo un- 
equally ſhared and parted,” if they had been left in 
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* 
the hedthens had more, as Socrates,” and ſome leſs; 


ſome are, in a manner, as brute beaſts; others have 
more noble and elevated minds. If the gifts of know- 
ledge and underſtanding were natural, and left as the 
ruins of the former image, it would be much more 
© alike in all than we ſee it is; for Adam begat, in his 
own image, i. e. of what was loft in him, Gen. v. 3. 
©, ——That which is born of the fleſh"is fteſh—all that 
E is derived ig man, by virtue of his birth, is poſſeſſed 
And filled with'nothing but fleſh and corruption; 
both ſubſtance and faculties. If theſe fparks of li-- 
teral light is more than fleſhy then I affirm, they 
are not deriveck, as raked up in the aſhes of our 
nature, and ſo by birth, but ſtruck in by ſome ex- 
| ternal hand, which fetches this fire from heaven. 
| As our bodies are. brought forth, naked, and co- 
| vered over with menſtruous blood; ſo our fouls are 
1 ot ſo much as covered with the fig leaves, either of 
1 © literal light, or moral virtues, Rom. ii. 14. prove 
1 the ſame thing, where this Tight i is {aid to be writ- 
5 ten on mens hearts; for writing is opus artificis non 
naturæ. Theſe characters are written, not born 
with us; we, by nature, have abrafas. tabulas, 
tables in Which every ching! is razed out; it is then 0 
en work of ſome ſecond hand, who. have taken 
the pains, to write them there. By what means ſhall 
8 it come. de novo, or be derived to us? Let us con- 
” ſider John 3. 9. where de ſays, that Chriſt en- 
4 lighteneth every man that comes into the world.” 
$4 In which chapter, he ſhews, 1, What Chriſt is in 
himſelf, and in bis perſon. 2. What he is, and 
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MP - Adam's ſoul, to have been derived t to us? Some of 
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1 hach, . in his Gifpcnſation ear the world; : 
1. What he was to man before the fall; they were 
"as by him, ver, 3. that life and light of grace, 
which was in man in innocency, was from him, 
| ver. 4. 2. After the fall, when that light in man was 
'” extinguiſhed; and turned into darkneſs, he is be- 
come the light of the world, and ſhines into that 
darkneſs, which elſe would want all light; ver. 5. 
The light ſhineth in darkneſs,” &c, Goodw-in. 
When he ſpeaks of the light in innocency, he 
fays, “He was the light of men; but he ſpeaks cf 
the light as preſent, which ſhines and enhighteneth. F 
Hle is the true light that enlighteneth every man, 19 
which is general enough; but further adds, „that 
cometh 1 into the world. There is that light where-. 
by we underſtand good and evil, truth and falſe- 
hood.— This light muſt be underſtood of light in 
natural truth, or moral, or both.— If that of natu- 
ral, then J argue, if light of anderſtanding to diſcern 
of other things, be from Chriſt, then much more to 
deſcry thoſe which are moral; and hence, now, it 
comes fo unequally to be divided and diſpenſed to 
men that come into the world, as all common bene- 
fits of his death are; and yet the ſcripture, for all 
this, calls it natural, Rom. ii. 14. in oppoſition to 
that light which 1s vouchſafed from revelation, or 
the preaching of the word, which is not a privilege 
vouchſafed to all, as this is to every man that comes 
into the World; and therefore that term of natural | 
light is diſtinguiſhed from the other, as being in 
men, wanting the light of the word, left. to mere 
nature, and as being the common privilege to men, 
and every man that comes into the world. Hence 
Solomon ſays, that the ſpirit that is in man is the 1 
candle of the Lord, en the chambers 0 the. * 1 
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belly or bea 3 xx. 2. ſurely not only means 


the light of reaſon, but of conſeience, whereby a 
man reflects upon himſelf, Go ſets up a candle 


olf ſeminal light, a ſpirit or diſpoſision inſpired. Job 


xxxii. 8. There is a ſpirit in man, and this is the 
inſpiration of the Almighty, When Fives nader- 
ſtanding, i. e. quickneſs and ability, Which is as a 
candle of the Lord brought in a-new.— This! is evi- 
dent from the end for which it is appointed and 
in by Chriſt, to curb and reſtrain, con- 
trol and rebuke, corrupt nature, and the ſwel- 


ling forms ef it.— Knowledge is put in as a bridle 
to corrupt nature, as a Rk Was put in Sennache-. 


fid's mouth; if the world had no knowledge, they 


would eat up the church, and one another, as, 


. bread; but there is their fear—God puts in Know- 
ledge and conſcience as a bridle. Be not then as 
the horſe or mule, that have no underſt anding, 


whoſe mouth muſt be held i in with bit and bridle, 


Kc. Pſal. xxxii. 9. This light of conſcience is 
both a ſtranger, and has a ſtranger's entertäin- 


ment.“ Goodwin. 


III. Chriſt is the medium of operation. Hence, 


1. He is called the power, as well as the 5 bt 


of God. The power of God, (ſays Goodwin,) as 
undertaking to execute, and actually executing, all 
that God ever meant to do; and, in this reſpect, 


as undertaking to be Gad · man, and as bearing that 
part, he is termed God's arm, Iſa. liii. 1. To 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” And Iſa. 


xxvii. 5. or let him take hold of my ſtrength,“ 
Ec. Without him God could, or at leaſt would, 
do nothing; no, not firſt begin to create. And he 

was then the word, as taken for the power of God 


I in a double . 
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0 A, As his bearing this perſon. was in God's 
mind, that wluch did uphold God's purpoſe to 
create; and this before the world was, Prov. viii. 
30, 31. „ was hy him,” then, before the world 
was, eduans, foltering, and Ietificans terram ſuam, 
as Træmellius reads it, gladening his earth. His 
bearing the perſon of God. man, one day to be by 
him aſſumed, was it that made the creatures cxiſt 
in God's purpoſe; God elſe would never have 
thought of them, but for his fake, as God-man ;— 
therefore” he is ſaid to be the firſt-bort of every 
creature, for whom, and by whom al} ss were 
made. 1 

« Yea, 2dly; When God came y make all 
things he did ſt by him, as ſuſtaining this perſon. 

Says the ſeripture, God created alt hings by Je- 
ſus Chriſt,” Eph. iii. 9. All things were created 
by him; God does nothing without him; not that 
God had not power eſſential to have created with- | 
out himz for it is by that power tiiat Chriſt did, ir; 
but that this power God's will would never have 
put forth, but for his aſſuming to be God man; 


even as although! God hath eſſential. power to anc- 


tify a ſinner; and Chriſt adds no fuch power to 
God, or his Spirit, which they had not before, but 
becauſe God, without Chriſt, would never put forth 


that power; therefore he is ſaid to be the power 
of God therein. It muſt he a great power which 


enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world. 

«All that light moral, or the light of conſcience 
in heathens, which is that truth ſpoken of. Rom, 
i. 18. and the light of the law, which the Jews had 
to convince them of their darkneſs, all this light 
that ſhined in dirknefs, was from Chriſt. 10 It ariſes 
got from any ſparks of the old light which was bes 
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belly or pede: 4 xx. 27. fails: not poly means 


the light of reaſon, but of conſeience, whereby a 
man reflects upon himſelf.— Gol ſets up a candle 


of ſeminal light, a ſpirit or diſpoſiſion inſpired. Job 


xXxXxIii. 8. There is a ſpirit in man, and fis i is the 
inſpiration of the Almighty, which gives under- 
ſtanding, i. e. quickneſs and ability, which is as a 
Candle of the Lord brought in a-new.— This 1 is evi- 


dent from the end for which it is appointed and 


bug, in by Chriſt, to curb and reſtrain, con- 


trol and rebuke, corrupt nature, and the: ſwel⸗ 

ling formggof it.— Knowledge is put in as a bridle 
to corrupt nature, as a hook Was put in Sennache-, - 
rib's mouth; if the world had no knowledge, they 
would eat up the church, and one angthex, as 


bread; but there is their fear—God puts, inknow- 
- ledge and conſcience as a bridle. Be not then as 


o wy. 


the horſe or mule, that have no underſtanding, 


whoſe mouth muſt be Held i in with bit ang bridle, 


Kc. Pſal. xxxii. 9. This light of conſcience is 
both 2 ſtranger, and has 4 ſtranger's in- 


ment.“ Goodwin. : 
III. Chrilt is the medium, of operation. Hence, 
1. He is called the power, as well as the wiſdom © 


of God. The power of God, (ſays Goodwin,) as 
undertaking to execute, and actually e executing, all 
that God ever meant to do; and, in this reſpect, 
as undertaking to be Gad · man, and as bearing that 


part, he is termed God's arm, IIa. liii. 1. To 


whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” And Iſa. 
xxvii. 544075 let him take hold of my ſtrength,” 
Ec. Without him God could, or at leaſt would, 
do nothing; no, not firſt begin to create. And he 


2: was then the. word, as Wen for the power of God 
in a double rebel. MF | 
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ctcate; and this fore the world was, Prov. viii. 
30, 31. „I was hy him,” then, before the world 
was, edueans, foſtering, and letificans terram ſuam, 
as Træmellius reads it, gladening his earth. His 
bearing the perſon of God- man, one day to be by 
him aſſumed, was it that made the creatures cxiſt 
in God's purpoſe; God elſe would never have 
thought of them, but for his fake, as God-man ; 
therefore he is {aid to be the firſt-horn of every 
creature, for whom, and by. whom al! — were 
made. Fg 

** 20% ben God came 0 make all 
things, he did 0 by him, as ſuſtaining this perſon, 


Says the ſeripture, God created all things by Je- . 
ſus Chriſt,” Eph. iii. 9. All things were ercared | 


by him; God does nothing without him; not that 
God had not power effential to have created with- 
out himz for it is by hat power chat Chriſt did it; 
but chat this power God's will would never have 


put forth, but for his aſſuming to be God: man; 
cen as although God hath effential. power to Caine. 


tify a ſinner; and Chriſt adds no fuch power to 
God, or his Spirit, which they had not before, but 
becanſe God, without Chriſt, would never put forth 


that powerz therefore he is ſaid to be the power 


of God therein. It muſt he a great power which 
enlighteneth every man that cometh imo the world. 

« All that light moral, or the light of conſcience 
in heathens, which is that truth ſpoken of. Rom, 
i. 18. and the light of the law, which the Jews had 
to convince them of their darkneſs, all this light 
that ſhined in darkneſs; was from Chriſt. 1. It ariſes 
got from any ſparks of the old light which was be⸗ 
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fore the fall, and now left in man's nature; but all 
light being extinct, this is put in by Chriſt, as the 
Word and Mediator, He ſpeaks of a natural light 
from our birth, which is infuſed by Chriſt. He pi- 
tied man's nature, ſo corrupted, and put into it all 

the light and comfort which men now have. All 
the light, ſince the fall, which wiſe heathens or Jews 
had, was from him, conſidered as the Lamb ſlain. 
They did all light their torches at this fun and foun- 
tain of light. 

2. He is the medium of all the opeiatitins of - 
providence, Col. i. 17. He is before all things. and 
by him all things conſiſt. He is the corner-{tone 
that keeps the building, and all the parts of it. to- 
gether. He upholds all things by the word of his 
power; and it is ſpoken of him, and not ſimply con- 
ſidered, as ſecond perſon, but as God-man; for he 
is heir appointed: to the heir it belongs to have 
a care of, and ſee to his inheritance, that it fall not 
into ruin and decay; God hath given it to him for 
an inheritance, to- keep it up at his own coſt and 
charges.—Since the fall, it is granted by all, that 
it was by virtue of redemption to come, that the 
world ſtood, and was kept from falling about A- 
dam's cars. Chriſt took the chattered condition of 
the world, as David did of the kingdom, and upheld 

he pillars of it, and, as a lord, promiſed to buy it; 
and did fo, 2 Pet. ii. I. becauſe he had his elect to be 
brought forth in it; therefore vouchſafed all thoſe. 

mercies Which wicked men enjoy; and paid God a 
price for his patience towards them: God, elſe, in 
juſtice. would have deſtroyed all. 

+ Whillt the world ſtands, he governs it as his 
prorex for him; all judgment is committed to the 
Son, and the government is upon his ſhoulders, 


If. ix. 6. He entered upon the kingdom Weft 


man fell; for, by virtue of rhe covenant of works, 
given by the Father, at the creation, it muſt have 
been deſtroyed; but he undertook to order things 
Jo, that a greater revenue of glory ſhould, in the 
end. ariſe to God, out of the confuſions and ſins of 
men in the world, and in executions of puniſhments, 


and by providences, meeting with men according 


to their own ways, than ſhould have rifen to God 
out of the ſtate of innocency in a dire& way. 

«© What infinite wiſdom, power, providence, juſ- 
tice, patience, &c. eyen all forts of glorious perfec- 


tions, doth he ſhew forth in rhis adminiſtration and 


ordering of things, and the affairs of this ſinful 
world? This Lord reigneth, though the earth be 
never ſo unquiet, Pſal. xcix. 1. A proclamation i is 
made, who would take the book out of the hand 
of him that ſat on the throne which contained 2 
commiſſion ro execute the things decreed, and 
written therein; and the taking it, was an undertak- 
ing ſo to do; and Chriſt, the Lamb, having fever 
horns of power, and ſeven eyes of providence, fent 
our into all the earth, by which he both views and' 
governs all; he undertook i it, and is God's king, 
and the executioner of all God's decrees. Know- 
ledge” of God the Father, and of his Son Jeſus 
n Godwin. p. 198. 

That Chriſt is the medium of operation, is 
JR... from his being conſtitute Lord, 1 Cor. 
viii. 6. One Lord ſeſus Chritt, by whom are all 
things, and we by him.“ And Col. i. 15.—19. 
That in che diſpenſation of the fulneſs of time, 
he might gather together all things in Chriſt, both 


which are in heaven, and which are on OY ever 


in him.“ 80 that Chriſt, as ſovereign Eord of alt 
ES -- 


W 
(144 ©) 


has: an univerſal influence and efficacy. upon all 
things, through whom are all things, but eſpecially 
for the ſalvation of the ele, and we by him.“ 

„ All was done, either in the virtue of him be- 


fore he took human nature, or hath ſince he has 


be en glorified. All power is committed to him both 
in heaven and earth. All the buſineſſes in the world 
run through his head and hands; and ſo is called 
the power of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. and the arm of 
the Lord. My Father worketh hicherto, and 1 
work. The Son can do nothing of himfelf, but 
what he ſceth the Father do; yet fo, as whatever 
the Father doth, the Son doth alſo.“ 
1ſt, Obſerve, Whatever God doth, or means to 

do, the Son hath a hand in it. 
Adly, That the Son knows all that is Jone by the 

Father. The Father ſhews him all things that 
himſelf doth. —Chrilt is God's firſt- born, both in 
reſpect of excellency or dipnity: © He is more glo- 
rious than hills of prey;“ far more excellent than 
any creature: he is the man made more excellent 
than gold, yea, than the gold of Ophir:—and, in 
reſpect of his decrees, according to the order of 
nature, the head comes forth firſt; ſo did Chrilt, 
the head of the body, the church. Hence, fays 
Chriſt, „The Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginning 
of his way, before his works of old.“ God's ways 
are his works, wherein he purpoſed to go forth, 
and mauifeſt himſelf towards creatures: now, in the 
beginning of thoſe ways, did God poſſeſs Chriſt, 
God-man, in his fore-knowledge, as the richeſt 
trœaſure of all his glory, to be manifeſted in his 
creation, without which he would not have pro- 
ceeded to any other work, or walked forth in any 
erxcature- way. L 3 
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He was ſct up an univerſal end of the whole 
creation of God, for whom all things were created: 
Chriſt was exalted 10 an higher prerogative than 
the angels, Plal. viii.“ In that God hath put all 
things in ſuhjection under him, and hath left no- 
thing that is not put under him.“ He / therefore 
is not only the univerſal end of all things, but the 
abſolute ſovereign end; ſo as they are under his 
feet, as vaſſals, whoſe whale being is for him, and 
at his diſpoſal, of which high prerogative, no mere 
creature is capable. Chriſt hath an abſolute and entire 
Lordſhip, p. 158. There is a twofold Lordſhip of 
tic ſecond perſon, one natural, abſolute, and unde- 
rived, belonging to him, conſidered ſingly as ſecond 
perſon, to whom all the royalties of the divine na- 
ture. do cqually and alike belong with the Father 
and the Hol. Spirit. But there is another Lordſhip, 
i. e. a derived economical and diſpenſatory, which 
is ſct up. by commiſſion from God, for effecting all 
his works for him and under Lim: and this is a 
Lordſhip proper and peculiar unto Chriſt, conſi- 
dered as God-man, to whom, as ſuch, the Father 
hath committed all judgment, John. v. 22, 27. and 
| hath made him both Lord and Chriſt, Ads ii. 36. 
and fo the proclamation at his birth: * To you is 
born a Saviour, who is Chriſt the Lord.” 

Two reaſons are hereby given by him: 

6 1, Chriſt is hereby diſtinguiſhed from God, not 
only as he is the Father, but as he is one God, 
one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things. 
Now, if Chriſt were ſtyled the Lord, only as fe- 
cond perſon, then he is not ſo to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the Father, —as the Father is one God; but 
as ſuch, he is included therein with the 8 
but this title, one Lord, is to ſhew a diſtinction 
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from the one God.—If it were to expreſs, that he 
is God, as ſecond perſon ſingly conſidered, he ſhould 
fay one and the ſame thing by two ſeveral words, 
that the Father is God, and the ſecond perſon is 
God alſo; and then there would be no difference 
at all: for God the Father is one Lord, in that 
ſenſe of being Lord: — neither could the Socinian 
objection be anſwered, unleſs we interpret this one 
Lord to be ſpoken of Chriſt in reſpect of office, and 
not what he is as ſecond perſon ſimply.— But there 
is a manifeſt diſtinction þetween God the Father 
and Chriſt, in theſe two titles intended to them. 

Reaſon 2d, He is ſet out ſuch a one Lord, tho? 
holding an oppoſition unto, and withal, as bearing 
ſome ſemblance, in an oppoſite way, with what the 
heathens did conceive of their lords many, in a ſub- 
ſerviency unto their gods many. They affirmed, 
there were many gods, and many lords but to us 
there is but one God and one Lord. They fancied, 
that theſe lords were appointed by their gods to 
govern the world under their ſuppoſed deities. So 
we mult think of Chriſt, this one Lord, in a fub- 
ſerviency unto this one God, and as a medium be- 
twixt God and us, The apoſtle makes this the glory 
of the Chriſtian religion, that they held but one 
great and true God, in oppoſition to many gods, 
and one univerſal Lord over all, who is a Media- 
tor betwixt God and men, in oppoſition to their 
many Lords, whom they fancied to be mediators 
and agents between God and men: one Lord Jeſus, 
injtead of their many "mediators and demons, by 
whom are all things, who come from the Father 
to us, and through whom alone we find acceſs to 
him. — Though, in reſpe& of office, he was made 
er appointed Lord, yet, in his perſon, as the foun- 
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dation of it, he was one neither made nor appointed. 
He muſt be ſuch a Lord over the creatures, as that 
himſelf might challenge worſhip and honour from 
khe creature, as their Lord, as truly and juſtly as 
God the Father; in that he was to be one whom 
all things ſhould depend upon, as well as upon che 
Father. | 
„Says Chriſt, the Lord poſſeſſed me in the de⸗ 
ginning of his ways, before his works of old.“ He 
poſſeſſed him as a rich and complete treaſure, and 
magazine of all his counſels, laid up with him, and 
- alſo a moſt able miniſter and agent, for the execu- 
tion of all his works. He is both the wiſdom and 
power of God executively. + 
; e was as one brought up with him,” Prov. viii. |} 
22, 30. it ſignifies any one that is a nurſe, or nou- | 
nher; unto whom God had committed all his works, 
as men do their children unto a nurſe, to cheriſh; 
bring up, and govern.— To be his artiſt, architect, 
or maſter- builder of them in their firit creation, who 
took the fabric of the whole univerſe, to frame the | 
rearing of it, with the moſt exquiſite ſkill, to the 
moſt beautiful faſhion that might be. He is ade- | 
a quate to all God's purpoſes and thoughts,—a trea- {| 
ſure in which Jehovah hath hid all the riches, he 
means to communicate unto us—the great Shepherd 
—ſteward, and governor, under him, nouriſhing, [1 
cheriſhing, and diſpenſing all things.” Goodwin. | 
| God's name is the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-ſuffering. abundant in goodnefs and 
truth,” Exod. xxxiv. 6. The Lord is merciful 
and gracious, flow to anger, and plenteous in mer- 
cy.” Pal. ci. 8. The Lord is good and gracious 
in his nature; he has all divine attributes in his na- 
ture; whatever is in him is God himſelf; mercy and 
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power are in him. Power belongs to God, * Alfs 
unto thee, O God, belongeth mercy,” Pal. Ixii. 
11, 12.— Mercy and grace: hence, © thou art a 
gracious and merciful God,” Pal. cxvi. 5 Grace 
is Juſt free love and favour: hence ſays the church, 
« Receive us graciouſly;”” and God anſwers. 1 
Will love them freely,“ Hoſ. xiv. 4.—Mercy and 
goodneſs: hence, „the Lord is good. his mercy 
endureth for ever. —Kindneſs and mercy: © Afrer 
the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour appeared 
toward man,“ Tit. ii. 4. Mercy is goodneſs x- 
tendible, and extended to creatures in miſery.— 
Mercy and truth: Thy mercy is great above the 
heavens, and thy truth doth reach the clouds.“ 
He is a God of truth and faithfulneſs; “ plenteous 
in mercy and truth.” Now, he manifeſts thefe in 
the different operations or works of his hands. 
& God is good, and not one good word of all he 
has promiſed will fail. God is good and gracious, 
therefore will he inſtruct ſinners. &c. Let 

« As things are in being, ſo in working; as all 
the three perſons bave but one common effence; ſo 
one equal hand in working. When the eſſence is 
but one, the operation muſt be one, and the ſame as 
to the ſubſtance of the work; and though they be 
but one eſſence, yet three diſtinct ſubſiſtences, or 
differ only as to the modus effendi; fo the modus o- 
perandi follows the modus ſubſetendi, or the order of 
operation follows the order of ſubſiſtence; hence, as 
the Father is the fountain of the other two ſubſiſt- 
ences, begetting the Son, and breathing the Spt- 
rit; ſo, in like manner, the fountain of all action 
and operation. The Son can do nothing himſelf, 
but what he ſees the Father do.“ The Father be- 
gins, the Son carries on the motion, and the Holy 
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Ghoſt, from both, perfe&s, conſummates, and exe 
cutes the work, 1 Cor. viii. 6. the Father, of whom 
are all things, the Son, by whom are all things, 1 
and the Holy Ghoſt, through whom are all things. | 
Thus. in the work of creation, the laſt hand is at- 
tributed to him; by his Spirit he garniſhed the 
heavens, Job xxvi. 13. garniſhing is the conſum- 
mating of all; yet in works, ad extra, diſcernable 
veſtiges or characters of the Trinity appear. The 
diſtinction of the three perſons, in their diſtin& 
works, is manifeſted at Chriſt's baptiſm; the Fa- 
ther, in a voice, declaring, * This is my beloved 
Son:”” The Son in praying, and the Holy Ghoſt 
in deſcending like a dove upon him. The Father 
calls—the. Son prays—and the Holy Spirit de- 

1ſcends. 

„% They are three witneſſes; that Chriſt is the 
Son of God, and each of them ſeal their own work, 
as each bave their own work aſcribed. to them in 
the ſalvation of ſinners, viz. cleftion, redemption, 
and application.— Election is ſetting forth the per- 
ſons and benefits to which they were choſen, and 
is called the foundation of the Lord, that ſtandeth 
ſure, having this ſeal, „the Lord knoweth who 
are his.“ Redemption, that depends on, and flows 
from God's decree; and, as his perſon is from the 
Father, ſo his work is * the Father's work; — 
and hence, by Chriſt's ſnedding his blood, he ſeal- 
ed his teſtament, Heb. ix. 15, 16. —Seventy weeks 
are determined to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, to ſeal up the viſion, 
Dan. ix. 24.— he application of both is aſcribed 
to the Spirit; and, as his ſubſiſtence proceeds from 
wah fo this work proceeds from both. 

The Father drew on platform of the temple, 
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- and left the materials: Chriſt, the Son, as Solo- 
mon, rears and builds it up according to the pat- 
tern; and the Holy Ghoſt communicates graces 
and gifts to rebuild it. God the Father, as a phy- 
ſician, preſcribes Chriſt the Son, as the apothecary, 
prepares a plaſter of his blood; and the Spirit ap- 
plies it; and ſo his Spirit has a ſeal too. Grieve 
not the Holy Spirit, by whom ye are ſealed to the 
day of redemption,“ Eph. iv. 30. ſealed in rege- 
neration and in the work of aſſurance. 


„ Election is the purpoſe of God. the Father: 


According as he hath choſen us in him,“ &c. 


Chriſt was not the cauſe of election; “ but it is. 


according to the good pleaſure of his will, which 
he had purpoſed in himſelf.” He was foreordain- 
ed before the world, 1 Peter i. 20. He was choſen 
as well as we: © Thine they were,“ ſays Chriſt, 
and thou gaveſt them me.” Chriſt was choſen 
as the head, and others as members: he as the 
root, they as the branches; and ſo, in the womb of 
election, the head came out firſt, and then the mem- 
bers; and ſo the laſt Adam was made “ a quicken- 
ing Spirit,” not to himſelf, but to others. No 
ſooner are they united to Chriſt, than they are 


quickened and revived; no ſooner ingrafted in the 


true vine, than theſe branches grow and flou- 
riſth.” Goodwin. | | 

God's purpoſe reſpe& two things, i. e. the end 
and means; and thus God hath choſen us to ſalva- 
tion, through ſanctification of the Spirit, and belief 

of the truth. Salvation is the end, ſanctification 
and belief of the truth is the mean. Did God pur- 
poſe all things for his own glory, and the glory of 
the Mediator, then the fall of man, the ſufferings, 


obedience, and death of Chriſt, bchoved to take | 
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place, as a mean for the accompliſhing this; hence, 
Chriſt ſays, I have glorified thee on earth. [ have 
finiſhed the work thou gaveſt me to do; therefore 
glorify thou me,” &c. Whatever good he purpo- 
ſed to give to, or confer upon men, after the 
breach of the firſt covenant, was to be on the foot- 
ing of the ſecond covenant, or for the perfect and 
complete fulfilment of law and juſtice, as the mean 
of communication. 1 hough God be good, merci- 
ful and gracious in his nature; yet he neither pur- 
poſed to confer upon, or exerciſe theſe towards 
men, but in and through the mediation of Chriſt; 
for goodneſs and mercy muſt be exerciſed in a con- 
ſiſtency with juſtice. 

God's eternal purpoſe, reſpecting his own glory 
as the higheſt and chief end of all, was faid to be 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Eph. iii. 10, 11. This 
eternal purpoſe, or new covenant tranfattion, com- 
prehends all the diſpenſations of God to men, whe- 
ther of a ſpecial or common nature, before or after 
the fall. —Every diſpenſation of providence is, has, 
and will be a diſplay of his wiſdom, power, good- 
neſs, mercy, or grace, of ſome, or all of his divine 
perfections. 

If ſome were choſen to ſalvation, and eternal 
life, promiſed before the world began, Titus i. 2. 
Eph. i. 4. then creation, —the communication f 
3 life, the covenant of works, and breach 
thereof, behoved all to take place, as introdutory . 
to, and a theatre upon which redemption, or the 
whole work of Chriſt's incarnation, ſufferings, 
death, refurre&ion, and aſcenſion, was to be dif-. 
played. No work, then, was ever performed by 
him, but what was either introductive to, —eſta- 

bliſhing, or conſummating of, that great purpoſe of- 
| G 2 
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or new covenant tranſaction; ſo that tho? we may 
form different conceptions, as if God had different 
purpoſes, as well as different operations; yer his 
counſel is but one. His counſel ſhall ſtand, and his 
work one.—He will do all his pleaſure, ſays Pole- 
hill. All providences may be-reduced to two, viz. 
that which watched over Chriſt, and that which 
watches over the church, which I think but oNE; 
ſo I may ſay, one purpoſe and one providence; as 
the execution of that one purpoſe refpetts both 
head and members. If the glory of God was pur- 
poſed, then this included, in it, all the relations, 
offices, and work of the Mediator, in all his admi- 
niſtrations, whether towards the church in parti— 
cular, or towards the world in general: —““ All 
things are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
God's.” —1f the ſalvation and fpiritual good of his 
people be the end purpoſed, then the obedience 
and death of Chriſt, the goſpel revelation, all pro- 
vidential diſpenſations, proſperity and adverſity, 
all things work together for good to them that 
love God, and are the called according to his pur- 
ole.” 
e God is not like men, firſt purpoſing ſomething 
to be accompliſhed, and then contriving means to 
bring about his ends; no, God at once perfectly 
foreſees means and end at the fame time, and can 
effectuate very different ends by the ſame means. 
He can borh purity, refine. and fave, or harden and 
deſtroy, by. the fame judgments. When the day 
of vengeance is in his heart, the year of his re- 
dermed is come.“ The ſame ſun or heat, that 
that melts the wax, hardens the clay. Neither mo- 
ral nor penal evils rake place in the world, but what 
God can or does bring good out of them. All 
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things work together for the good of ſuch as love 
him; and not one good word of all that he hath 
promiſed will fail. All things are by him, and 
through him, and to him.” 

IV. He is, and muſt be the medium of all ope- 
rations; as in the adminiſtration of the covenant, 
he has a headſhip over all intelligent and rational 
creatures. He is the © head of angels.“ A head 
of confirmation; and hence called © ele& angels,“ 
« | charge you before God and the ele& angels,“ 
&c. 1 Tim. v. 21. A head of power and authority, 
or legiſlation, 1 Peter iii. 22. who is gone into hea- 
ven, and is on the right hand of God, © angels and 
authorities, and powers, being made fubje& unto 
him.” — He employs them in his work, Heb. 1. 14. 
Are they not all miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth 
to miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſalva- 
tion.“ A head of reconciliation and recapitula- 
tion, or gathering together, Col. i. 20. * And (ha- 
ving made peace through the blood of his croſs) 
by him, to reconcile all things unto bimſelf, by him, 
I fay, whether they be things in earth, or things in 
heaven.” Fph. i. 9, 10. Having made known 
unto us the myſtery of his will, according to his 
good pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed in himſelf; 
that, in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of time, he 
might gather together in one all things in Chriſt, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in him.“ 

Now, ſays Goodwin, on Eph. i. 10, p. 126, &c. 
128, &c. “ A ſumming up broken numbers into one 
ſum toral=the epitomizing or gathering vp many 
different fentences, or ſentiments, into one; the u- 
niting of many different nations and perſons under 
one prince or head: all things are comprehended 
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in theſe two, i. e. God and the creature: theſe 
two are ſummed up in the perſon of the Mediator, 
God-man: yea, all truths in ſcripture are particu- 
larly connected with him, and ſummed up in the 
myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in the fleſh.” 
He was deſcended of Jew and Gentile; fo Jews 
him Gentiles are connected into one body under 
im. | « 

It principally reſpects the uniting of two different 
| kingdoms into one, or two different families into 
one, under one prince or head. There was a firſt 
gathering them together in the firſt creation, or un- 
der the covenant of works. There is a ſecond ga- * 
thering or collecting things ſcattered, as the dry 
bones in Ezekiel's viſion, in him, whoui God hath 
made both Lord and Chriſt, and conſtituted to be 
the centre and compound of all things, which he 
meant to unite in and by him. 

% Cor. xi. 3. The head of every man is Chriſt, 
the head of the woman is the man, and the head of | 
Chriſt is God. He is not only the head of ele& 
angels and men, but the head of every man, and 
that by the law of creation; for, as the man, by 
creation, is the head of the woman, ſo Jeſus Chriſt 
the head of the man; therefore the man was not 
created for the woman, but the woman for the man: 
ſo all things were created by Chriſt, and for Chriſt, 
that he might redeem it (as he did thoſe that were 
before he was incarnate) fo virtually he might have 
an influence into the creation allo, being to be in- 
carnate. 

«*« Chriſt was their head by creation, in a common 
relation, and by way of eminency, as being the chief 
of God's creation, and as Lord and heir of all, in a 
natural way, by a natural due; but, in the ſecond 
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gathering, it is by ſpecial proteQion, undertaking to 
preſerve them in a inore peculiar and ſupernatural 
way and manner. He puts no truſt in his ſervants, 
his angels he charged with tolly, how much leſs in 
them that dwell in hou'es of clay, Job. iv. 18. An- 
els. and all other rational creatures, were made 
allible and changeable; and therefore, their being 
gathered in one head, confirmed and eſtabliſhed 

them. | | | 
Ihe word ſignifies a gathering again, or a ſe- 
cond time; that lays, they were ſcattered. 
« Men were ſcattefed from God, like loſt ſheep, . 
went all aſtray, Iſa. lin. 6. 1 bey are all alienated 
and ſtrangers, enemies in their minds, and by wick- 
ed works. God and men became enemies to one 
another. Though men and angels were diſtinct 
families in the firſt creation, and though no aſſo- 
ciation, yet no enmity. But, by the fall, and man 
becoming an enemy to God, angels behoved to be 
enemies to men; and hence, on man's tall, cheru- 
bims appeared with their ſwords drawn, Gen. iii. 
24. When Balaam went oppoſite to God's com- 
mand, the angel of the Lord ſtood in his way, 
Numb. xxii. 22. Herod was ſmitten by an angel, 
Acts xii. 23. An angel flew in the camp of Senna- 
cherib an hundred and eighty-five thouſand, 2 Kings 
xix 35. David ſaw an angel with a drawn ſword 
ſtretched over Jeruſalem, 1 Chron. xxi. 15. If 
men be enemies to the church, angels will revenge 
it, Matth. xviii. 10. Take heed that you offend not. 
one of theſe little ones, for their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father who is in heaven. 
The angels are reapers. 'Thus, there is an oppoſi- 
tion between heaven and earth. There is a ſcat- 


tering, and an oppoſition among men, They live 


— 
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ig malice, envy, hateful, and hating one another, 
itus iii. 3.—Men are lovers of themſelves, coves 


* tous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient to 


parents, withoat natural alteRion, truce-break- 
es, Fc. | 

here are difterences in opinion and judgment; 
ſo many nations and cities, as many gods, Jer. ii. 
28. Says the apoſtle, “ hear that there be avs 
ſions among you, &c. | 

By Chriſt, angels and men are reconciled. It 
was neceſſary they ſhould be fixed in him, by an 
immutable relation to him, who is the Rock of 
Ages. Ihere is a reconciliation preventive ot them 


who have any fitneſs or poſſibility to fall out, ſo 


as to make them faſt friends, and to make them 
ſure unto himſelf, and to take away al occafions 
of jealouſies: And fo ſays Bernard, © They were re- 
deemed aſter their. own way. Mercy doth not only 
lye in pardoning but in preventing. I: coſt Chriſt's 

blood to keep us from the fin we might have com- 
mitted, as well as to obtain forgiveneſs for the fins 


| we have committed; hence, ſays the apoſtle, he 


hath redeemed us from our vain converſation, 
which we might have fallen into. The angelic na- 
ture ſtood in need of mercy, that it might not 
err.” Bernard, 


That Chriſt is the head of angels, appears from 


Col. ii. 20. In lum dwelleth all the fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily; and you are complete in him, 


who is the head of all principalities and powers,“ 


Eph. i. 21. He bath railed him up, i. e. Chriit, 
and ſet him at his own right hand in the heavenly 

places, far above all principalities and powers, and 
migbt and dominion, and every name that is nam- 


ed, not only in this world, but in that which is to 
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_ ebme,”? Eph. iii. 16. of whom the whole family in 


heaven and earth is named. They all hold ot him, 
and have their name from him. 

All in earth hold of Chriſt, and all in heaven 
too; all are named of him; he is the foundation of 
both families; and they make but one family, and 
one city, Heb. xii. 22. Ye are ce to Mount 
Zion, to the c ty of the living God, —to the gene- 
ral aſſembly and company of the firlt- bott an 
innumerable company of angels. „They are a 
company and church of worſhippers. «When he 
bringeth in the firſt - begotten into the world, he 
fa th, Let a'l the angels of God worſhip him.“ — 
Men and angels agree in their intellectual nature; — 
have the ſame underſtanding, will, and affections: 
We ſhall one day be made like unto them,“ 
Matth. xxii. What greater than all in heaven and 
earth! to be united in the ſame worſhip! See Rev. 
v. It, 24. The angels are round about the throne: . 
they are worſhippers wich us here on earth, and 
will be fo in heaven. — They delight to hear 
Chriſt preached :—* To the intent, that, now, unto 


the principalities and powers, in heavenly places, 


might be known the manito!d wiſdom of God.“ 
That they attend ordinances, is evident from the 


. © tabernacle and temple, both being full of cheru- 


bums: two cherubims were over the mercy-leat, in 
the Holy of Holes, ipod: xxv. 19. Xxvi. 1. Che- 


rubims were wrought in the curtains of the taber- 


nacle, 1 Kings vi. 23. All the walls round about, 

and doors © the temple, bad cherubims carved on 

them. The apoſtle commandeth women to be mo- 

deſt, and by being vailed, to ſhew ſubjection, not 

only becauſe of men, but becauſe of angels, who 

were preſent at their Chriſtian aſſemblies, 1 Cor. 
11 


xi. 10. Here, on earth, they have joy, when ſin- 
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ners are converted, Luke xv. 10. There is joy in 
the preſence of the angels, Now, the angels are 
a part of his family; though the | maſter or head 
be lord to all things in his houſe, and maſter of 


them; yet is he a head chiefly to the perſons. He 


has a nearer relation to the perſons of the famil 

than he hath to the goods.—He is a head by way 
of ſecret influence, of grace and glory. If Chriſt 
be a head, it is fit that he ſhould do ſomething for 


them, that they ſhould be beholden to him; that 


he ſhould not only have that he adſhip, by virtue of 
his dignity and excellency, but that they ſhould 
have ſome benefit and influence arifing to them 
from Chriſt; for God will never advance Chriſt to 
be a head over any, but they ſhall have benefir by 
him. They had their creation by him, and for 
him, Col. i. 15, 16. © By him were all things crea- 
ted that are in heaven, and that are in earth, whe- 
ther they be thrones, or dominions. or principali- 
ties, or powers; all things were created by him, 
and for him.— They Were virtually created by him, 


- as ſup + 0 to take man's nature (or as the apolile 
expre 


es it) „who is the image of the inviſible 
God, the Got born of every creaturez*” which can 
be aſcribed to Chriſt, no way but as he is God- 
inan,—He is the common principle of their grace, 
as well as their being; for Griſt “ filleth all in all,“ 
all in angels and men; he i the ſun, the church, 
the moon, the angels are the ſtars, and the morn- 
ing ſtars, who rejoiced at the creation, Job. xxxviii. 
G And ſo the ſun enighteneth both moon and 
ars. 

They are upheld i in their being and order by 

him. Chriſt is the corner-ſtone, the baſis of all 


3) 
the parts of the family, both in heaven and earth. 
Angels were glorious veſſels, but, like glaſs, brit- 


tle, and ſoon broken;—but Chriſt makes them 


firm; they cannot break. 
They have their happineſs from him: * Great 


is the myltery of godlineſs, —ſeen of angels, preach- 
ed unto the Gentiles,—believed on in the world.“ 


Men clcave to him by faith, and the angels by vi- 


ſion. 


« Men are nearer to Chriſt than angels; they 


are members of his myſtical body; he is their huſ- 


band; © 1 have eſpouſed you to one huſband,— 
their elder brother,“ and they his brethren; « I 
have declared thy name unto my brethren.” The 
church is the queen, and angels the guard round 
about the throne, Rev. v. 11. A family is fre- 


. quently made up of ſervants, ſons, and wife; ſo the 


angels, though part of the family, are but as ſer- 
vants; and, in this reſpect, employed in the work 
of inſtruction, direction, or information, as they 
were to Mary, —to the ſhepherds, to Daniel, &c.— 
Protection and comfort, as they were to Chriſt and 
the church, in different periods; ſo an angel flew 
an hundred and eighty-five thouſand. He gives 
his angels charge concerning his people. 

Ihe angel of the Lord encamps round about 
them that fear him;“ and fo ſons of men are ad- 
mitted nearer the throne than angels; hence, the- 
four beaſts, and the four and twenty elders, who 
are the body of the church, are admitted nearer 
than the angels. 

“ Secing all things were purpoſed in Chrid, all 
were executed by him, and for him; e as 
all things were created by him, and for him; ſa 
all 1 are upheld _ ruled by him.—He is a 
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head of influence, of life, motion, and ſtiength; of 
lite, eſpecially of ſpiritual; and fo, by holding the 
head, from whom the whole body, by joints and 
bands, have nouriſhment. miniſtered, “ increaſeth 
with the increaſe of God.” Motion cometh from 


him; in him we live and move. Chriſt moveth, 


and inclineth all his ſervants to do and perform 


what he pleaſeth: he moveth all perſons to accom- 


pliſh this or that work; but elpecialiy his church 
and people to do good; "hence; ſays David, “ In- 
, cline my heart unto thy teſtimonies.”—Strength ; 
the ſtreng:h oi tue body heth in the {pirits ;—when 
the ſp riis ace gone, the body is dead and weak; 
and hence the apoſtle prays, “that they may be 
ſtrengthened with nught by his Spirit in- the inner 
man; and declares, „I am able to do all things 
through Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth me.“ 

His headſhip, in this reſpect, as a King, is not 
only ruling by laws revealed, or by way of promiſes 
or rewards, but by iawardly inclining to good, and 
reſtraining from evil, 

„As a Prophet, not merely teaching by out— 
ward dictates and doctrines, but by ſecret impreſ- 
ſions on the heart, and opening the underſtandings 
| kence, the apoſtle ſays, „I need not write unto 
you; for ye are all taught of God to love o ie auo- 
ther”. £36. -: 

As a pricſt, he ſpeaks not only outwardly, but 
pleads in a way of preſenting his merits before the 
throne, and ſends down the Spirit to help our in- 
firmities, &c. 

All his operations. then, reſpect the accom- 


pliſhment of his promiſes and propherics. of ga- 
thering all into one fam! ily, city , or kingdom here, 


and hercaiter, bringing i in tte Jcwa with che fal- 


* 


e. 6 

neſs of the Gentile nations, „ filling the earth with 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the ſea,” Ila. xi. 5. making way for himſelt, as 
the Redeemer, the holy one of Ir ael, to be called 
I and owned to be the God of the whole earth, Iſa. 
45 liv.” Goodwin. 18715 

f V. Chriſt, as Mediator, muſt be the worker, as 
he has the ſpecial care both of the ſpiritual and 
temporal concerns of his church, or the concerns 
of both ſoul and body. He appointed officers and 
laws in a ſuitableneſs to both. Ihe officers are mi- 
niſters and magiſtrates. The laws and ordinances, 
appointed for the one, are contained in the firſt; 
the laws for the other are contained in the ſecond 
table. The powers are co-ordinate, miniſterial, 
not deſpotic, inſtituted for the good, both of foul 
and body, and each have their proper work aſſign- 
ed them. The hves and properties of the ſubject 
is the ſpecial object about which the magiſtrate's 
power ſhould be exerciſed; but, in order to pre- 
ſerve either theſe, or our good name and charac- 
ter, we mult be taught the nature of God,—of his 
law, as connected with the golpei; and ſo of God's 
y rewarding and puniſhing men, both here in tbe pre- 
ſent, and hereaſter, in a future life, according to 
the deeds done in their bodies, whether good or 
evil.-—The connection of faith and practice, and 
the influence that the one hath upon the other, 
mult be ſhewn. Our catechiſms lay down the doc- 
trine of man's fail, and the way of recovery through 
Chriſt, with the neceſity of faith in him, as the 
foundation of right obedience to the law ʒ all true 
onedience muſt flow from faith. Whence ariſes fo 
much oppreſſion, injuſtice, robbery, murder, or o- 
ther flagrant evils, that take place in the world? It 
ariſcs from unbelict of God's omniſctence, his ho- 


OE rn ne ou 


&® 
. 
8 
* 
* 
4 
Wt 


1 


*., " 2 
” — — 5 
D 


OE TY 


— LG — 3 - 7 


3 


( 62 ) | _ 
lineſs, juſtice, faithfulneſs, or truth of his threaten- 
ings, that “he will by no means clear the guilty— 


for the oppreſſion of the poor, the ſighing of the 
needy will I raife, ſaith the Lord.” He will bring 


down the hairy ſcalp of them that go on in their treſ- 


paſſes.— The more knowledge and faith of the go- 
ſpel, the more morality and holineſs takes place in 
a land, fo the more peace. Thus places of darkneſs 
are habitations of horrid cruelty; ſo it is the magi- 
ſtrate's duty, to ſee that the knowledge of God, or 
the goſpel revelation, be ſpread through the land, a- 
mong their people; and though they: are not to 
take upon them the work of public teaching and 
preaching; yet called to encourage and protect 
others in that work. Rulers are ſet up for, and 
{ſhould ſtudy, the ſpiritual as well as the temporal 
good of their ſubjects. 

1. If rulers want to have good, obedient ſubjeQs, 
peace and proſperity, in their kingdom, they ſhould 
uſe their authority and inffuence, in propagating 
religion and the knowledge of God. 

2. This is evident, that religion ſhould be con- 


nected with the office of rulers, if we conſider the 


ſcripture qualifications, laid down as neceſſaty, in 
the choice of them. Hence J ethro's advice to Mo- 
les was, Thou ſhalt teach them the way wherein 
they muſt walk, and the work that they mult do.” 

Moreover, thou ſhalt provide out of all the peo- 
ple, able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, hat- 
ing covetouſneſ*, and place ſuch over them, &c. 
Exod. xvi. 20, 21. Theſe judges and officers are 
commanded to judge the people with juſt judgment 
are forbid to wreſt judgment - to reſpect perſons 
take giits---or pervert the words of the righteous, 
Deut. xvi. 18, He that ruleth over men, mult be 


Ne 
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juſt, ruling in the fear of God, 2 Sam. xxiii, 3. 
Take ye wiſe men, and underſtanding, and known 
among your tribes, and I will make them rulers 


over you;—and I charged your judges, ſaying, 


Hear the cauſes between your brethren, and judge 
righteouſly between every man and his brother, 
and the ſtranger that is with him; ye ſhall not re- 
ſpe@ perſons in judgment; but ye ſhall hear the 
ſmall as well as the great; ye ſhall not be afraid of 
the face of man; for the judgment is God's, &c. 
See Deut. i. 13-18. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet 
him king over thee, whom the Lord thy God ſhall 
chuſe ; one from among thy brethren ſhalt thou 


ſet king over thee; thou mayeſt not ſet a ſtranger 


over thee, who is not thy brother ;—he ſhall not 
multiply horſes—wives—neither ſhall he greatly 
multiply to himſelf Glver and gold.---He ſhall write 


a copy of this law in a book out of that which is 


before the prieſts and Levites, --and it ſhall be with 


bim; and he ſhall read therein all the days of his 


life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to 
keep all the words of this law, and theſe ſtatutes, to 
do them ---that his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren; that he turn not aſide from the com- 
mandment, to the right hand, or to the left, &c. 
Deut. xvii. 19,—20. 
Seeing juſtice, equity, and impartiality, in the 
execution of the legiſlative power is neceflary,— 
wiſdom and knowledge of the law,---the reading 
and ſearching into it mult be requiſite alſo: hence, 
ſays Solomon, “That the ſoul be without know- 
ledge, it is not good, Prov. xix. 2. | 
Wicked and ignorant rulers are a great judg- 


ment to a people or nation; as a roaring lion, and 
à raging bear; ſo is a wicked ruler over the poor 


6 E 
people. The prince that wanteth underſtanding, is 
alſo a great oppteſſor, but he that bateth cavetouſ- 
neſs; ſha'l prolong: his days, Prov. xxvili.. 15, 16. 
Is it not every man's duty in the world, in what- 
ever ſtation he is placed, whethet in church or 
ſtate, to do juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with their God? Are not juſtice, mercy, and hu- 
mility, chief qualifications in rulers? But whence 
ariſes the chief obligation and excitement to theſe, 
as every other duty, yea, what mult influence to 
the performance of juſtice, mercy, and humility ? 
It is from a diſcovery and belief of the goſpel de- 
claration of God, as our God; I am the, Lord 
your God .—He bath ſhewn thee, O man, what is 
good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, &c, 
Micah vi. 8. He hath fhewn thee Chrilt, the toun- 
tain of all good, and fo, a belief of bim, as the 
great atoning High Prieſt, or propitiation, will ex- 
0 cite to obcy lum, as our King and Lawgiver: and 
= ſo the goſpel teaches efti-acivuſly what the law 
| - teaches preceptively. The Lord is impartial in his 
reprooſs to rulers and ruled, of whom both were 
; employed in religion, Iſa. i. 10,—17. Hear the 
| word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear 
.\ unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrab, | 
_ 'The hearts of both rulers and ſubjects were empty 
' of true deyotion, and their hands full of blood,— 
guilty of rapine, murder, and oppreſſion. He calls 
them to faith, repentance, and reformation. Waſh 
ye, make. ye clean, ceale to do evil, learn to do 
well; take pains to get the knowledge of your duty; 
| be both inquiſitive and careful about it, and accuſ- 
[ tom yourſelves to it; ſeek judgment; enquire what 
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is right, and be anxious to be found in the way of 
duty. Kclicve the opprefled, eaſe them of their 
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burdens; defend che poor and fatherleſs; deliver 
the poor and needy; rid them out of the hand of 
the wicked. When they know not, neither under- 
{t ind, but walk on in darkneſs, then all the foun- 
dations of the earth are out of courſe, Pſal. Ixxxii. 2. 
A. wiſe king, ſays Solomon, ſcattereth the wicked, 
and bringeth the wheel over them. Mercy and truth 
pcelerve the king, and his throne is upheld by mer- 
cy, Prov. xx. 26, 28. 

The happineſs of a land depends much upon the 
character of its rulers; a people cannot be happy 
when their rulers are childiſh and voluptuous, when 
their rulers are weak and fooliſh, fickle, and fond 

of changes, fretful and humourſome, eaſily impoſed 
on. Wo to thee, O land, when thy king is a calc, 
and thy princes cat in the morning; if they be ig- 
norant, fooliſh, addict themſelves to pleaſures, and 
flethly eratifications, which unfics them for public 
buitnets. But people muſt be bleffed and happy, 
whole rulers are generous and act ve, whoſe king is 
the ſon of nobles, actuated and animated by a noble 
ſpirit; ſcorns to do a baſe thing, unbecoming ſo 
high a character; Tolicitous for the public welfare, 
preferring it to private intereſt; and are examples 
of temperance and moderation. Men who ſit in 
judgment err through wine, lia. xxviii. 7. It is not 
tor kings, O Lemucl; it is not for kings to drink 
We, nor for priaces ſttong drink, left they drink, 
and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of 
any of the afflicted, Prov. xxxi. 4, 5. Now, it is 
the goſpel, the knowledge and belief thereof, that 
influences men to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this world, Titus ii. 11, 12. For the grace, 
gf God, that bringeth ſalvation to all men, hath 
5 perl, teaching us, that, * ungodly and 
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worldy luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, in temperance 
and moderation, reſpecting ourſelves, righteoully, 
reſpecting our neighbour, and godly, reſpecting 
religion and the more immediate cxerciſes of God's 


worſhip. 


3d, It is evident that religion muſt be donde died 
with civil government, if we conſider the great end 
and defign of ſetting up magiſtrates ; it is for juſ- 
tice and protection, to be a terror to evil doers, 
and a praile to them that do well. The bleſſing 
they prove for men is contained in their different 
titles: they are called leaders—both miniſters and 
magiſtrates are leaders, Pfal. Ixxvii. 26. Thou 
leadeſt thy people, like a flock, by the hand of Mo- 
ſes and Aaron; a binder, healer, or phyſician, Iſa. 
Mit. 6, 7. © Thou haſt cloathing, be thou our ruler, 
and let this ruin be under thy hand. In that day 


mall he {wear, ſaying, I will not be a healer; tor 


in my houſe is neither bread nor cloathing.” 

« Shalt eren he that bateth right govern? Job 
XXXIV., 17. The righteous are ſaid to be an ever- 
laſting foundation; and. righteous magiltrates are 
the foundation of the earth, Pfal. Ixxxii. 6. If the 
righteous be an everlaſting foundation,” Prov. x. 
25, Much more righteous rulers are the founda- 
tions and ſhields of the earth. Hence the Hebrews, 
and Greeks, both derive their word, Lord ard 
King, from a word which ſignifies Foundatioo, 
Fathers, and Shepherds, Says Job, I was cyes to 
the blind, and feet to the lame, a father to the 
poor—l brake the jaws of the wicked, and pluck- 
ed the ſpoil out of his teeth; I put on rigateouſ- 
neſs, and it clothed me, Job: xxix. 12, 17. 

He faith of Cyrus, he is my ſhepherd, and ſhall 
perform all my pleaſure, Iſa. xliv. 28. He chooſe 
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David alſo” his-ſervant, took him from following 
the ewes great with young; he brought him to feed 


Jacob his people, and Iſracl his inheritance ; ſo he 


fed them according to the integrity of his heart, 


and guided them by the ſkilfulneſs of his hands, 


Pſal. Txxviii 71, 72. 

The ſhields of the earth belong to our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt; 1, They are his by ſpecial propriety : 
The carth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof; 
but he hath given it to the children ot men; the 
beaſts of the foreſt, and the cattle on a thouſand 
hills are his; bu: he hath ſubjected them all to men. 
He ſets up and eſtabliſhes the different orders of 
government; who are to adminiſter it, whether in 
church or ſtate; by him kings reign, &c. 

2dly, They are his by unction; he inveſts them 
in the office, anoints aud qualifies BI it: 


Thus Saul received another ſpirit, or anoth& heart; 
and ſo, when a company of prophets met him, the 
Spirit of God came upon him, and he propheſied 


among them, 1 Sam. x. 9, 10. Says God to Solo- 


mon, I have given thee an underſtanding heart, 
1 Kings iii. 12. . 

32dly, By aſſiſtance and benediction; God proſ- 
ſpereth the juſt aims and endeavours of the diſpen- 
ſers of juſtice and peace. He has a ſovereign in- 
fluence over their perfons, wills, counſels, and de- 
ſigns, to order, alter, or turn them, as the rivers of 
water. The king's heart is in God's hand, who 
can turn and faſhion it as he pleaſes, Prov. xxi. 1. 
Job xii. 24. He has a ſpecial care about them, and 
excrciles his providence in watching over them, ſay- 
ing, Touch not mine anointed, &c, There is a 


3 powerful reſtraint of providence over men, by hedg- 
bt ing up their way with thorns; ſo that they cannot. 
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perform | their enterprizes:---A powerful reſtraint 
ol his law on the conſciences of wicked men, by 
ſtriking them with awe, dread, and reverence for 


ſuch who are in authority, or by the ſweet and plea- 


fant influence of his grace on the hearts of his own 
people, iufluencing them to peace; ſo he rules a- 


miqdſt the turbulent affections, the mutual jealouſies 


and antipathies of ſtates, and many other principles 
of commotion that take Place in ſtates and king- 
doms. 

4thly, They are his by immediate repreſentation ; : 


they are gods by name and office. 'Thou ſhalt not 
revile the gods, nor curſe the rulers of thy people, 


Exod. xxil. 28, their ſceptre or rod God's ſceptre, 
Exod. ive 20. their Judgment is Gcd's, Deut. 
3. 17 

lh, Ilis by ſubjection to Chriſt, as their head 
ol rule Ind government, he 1s the lawgiver to rule 
the cauſe, James iv. 12. the judge to hear it, Pal. 
J. 6. the pleader to argue it, Plal. xxxv. 1. the, 
witneſs to confirm it, Mal. ii. 5. the king to over- 
rule it to all the purpoſes of ſafety and ma 
tion. 

Chriſt is our Judge, Lawgiver, and Ling; he a 
devil is our accuſer, but Chriſt our advocate and 
comforter; he is the deſtroyer, but Chriſt the Re- 


deemer: when he is to build up, he ſheweth mer- 


cy: it is being ſhields to God, that makes men 
ſhields of the carth. It is religion that ever up- 
bolds juſtice. It is from the church, that the two 


pillars, Jachin and Boaz, ſtrength and ſtability of a 


commonwealth proceeds. — Without religion, the 
arches of ſlrength and ſtability have. ever been en- 
dangered, and the people ſhaken like a reed in the 
water. The Lord fhall mite HMrae!, as a reeck is 


— 


5 
ſhaken in the water, and ſhall root up Iſrael out of 
that good land which he gave to their fathers, and 
ſhall ſcatter them beyond the river, becauſe they 
have made their groves, and becaulc of the fins of 
Jeroboam, 1 Kings xiv. 15, 16. 

The two anointed ones, Zerubabel and Joſhua, 
the. prince, and prieſt, the magiſtrate and miniſter, 
ſhouid ſtand al ways before the Lord; for it is there 
only they can receive inſtruction for the govern- 
ment of church and ſtate, Zech. iv. 1 5. 

Says biſbep Reynold's, in his addrels to judges 
and magiſtrates, Since you all belong to God, 
judge for him—your commillion is from him— 
your power for bim---your ſupport by him—your 
account unto him—the bench you fit on is his tri- 
bunal——ihe ſentence you pronounce is or ſhould be 
his judgment—the maſter you ſerve is his anointed 
the lard you protect is Immanuel's land 
he is with you to obſerve your proccedings—to ſe- 
cure your pcrſons—to back his ordinances with 
his own power—to be a ſhield of protection to the 
ſhields of the earth. Since then you have ſo high a 
commiſſion, ſo impartial a maſter, ſo ſtrict a charge, 
ſo great a truſt, ſo ſtrong a fence, fo ſevere a rec- 
koning, fo fare a reward; then, above all, let the 
cauſcs of God, the honour, ſafety, and bervice of 
his anointed—th ſuccourand dignity of bis church, 
— he purity and ſupport of his worſhip, —the fre- 
queniing of his temple ,—rhe puniſhing of enemies, 
and encouraging taithiul miniſters of the golpcl, 
be your chiet ſtudy, and deareſt in your eyes; 
then God (hall have the glory, his church the 608 
fit, your conſcicnces the comfort, your ſouls the re- 
ward, and your names the honour of thus belong- 
ing unto God,“ p. 778. 
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Says he alſo, © Magiſtrates ſhould he ſhields 

a God and a land, and between the inno- 
cent and the injurer. 
I. Between a land and God; hace the earth i is the | 
Lord's, leave not him out in your protection; ſee 
chat tlie Lord of the foil ſuffer no injury from his 
tenants or cottagers:— God hath. many things a- 
mongſt us which muſt not be violated, —his wor- 
ſhip and facraments,—his day conſecrated for his 
more ſolemn and peculiar ſervice How do man 
forſake the aſſemblies of the ſaints, to gather ſticks, 
Num. xv. 32. who had-rather ſell corn, than ſerve 
God, Amos viii. 5. Many rob him of his dues, 
Mal. iii, 8.—Zebah and Zalmunnah-like, who ſay, 
let us take to ourſelves the houſes of God in poſ- 
ſeſſion, Pſal. Ixxxiii. 12. Many will forſake the Le- 
vites, and will not be taught of God, Deut. xii. 19. 
neither will they ſpeak comfortably to them, as He- 
zekiah did to all the Levites, that taught the good 
knowledge of the Lord, 2 Cor. xxx. 22. Many 

regard not the church, the beauty of holineſs, and 
praiſe of the whole earth. Many Sanballat3-and 
Tobiaſſes who oppoſe. the peace and proſperity of 
Zion.—You that are ſhields of the earth muſt riſe 

up to. the help of the Lord againſt the mighty. 
& Curſe ye-Meroz, curſe ye bitterly the inhabitants 
thereof, becauſe they went not out to the help of 
the Lord againſt the mighty.“ 
2. They ſhould be ſhields between God and a land, 
to ſtand in the gap,—to,remove theſe calamities 
which public ſins deſerve; — ſuch was David, in a 
public famine, for the cruelty of Saul againſt the 
Gibeonites;—he firſt went to God, and then exe- 
cuted judgment, and fo the famine cealed, 2 Sam, 


xx1, Thus Joſhua, in a flight of Iſrael before their 
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enemies, he went firſt to God, and then executed 
judgment, firſt to the ark, and then to the ſword. 


Hence Moſes, when God's wrath waxed hot a- 
5 ae Iſrael, for the golden calf, firſt he went to 


pray for the people; then Levi to the ſword, to 


prune them; by theſe means the breach was ſtop. 


wr d, and the judgment prevented, Exod. xxxii. 14. 


When robbery or oppreſſion, or diſhoneſt gain, 
takes place in a land, and none to ſtand in the gap, 
and-make up theſe breaches; then God threatens to 
pour out his indignation on them, and recompenſe 
their way upon their heads, Ezek. xxii. 30, 31.— 
when he can find none to execute judgment; the 
poor are foolith, and cannot; the great are prond, 
and will not; hn bones are out of; joint, and no 
binders to ſet them,—public provocations, and 
none to prevent them; then God's mercy was, as 
it were, at a ſtand; „ how ſhall I pardon thee for 
this,“ Jer. v. 7. —You that are ſhields of the earth, 
by your zeal, picty, and execution of judgment; 
ſtand up between God and his people, that God 
may be plcafed to delight in us. 

3. Magiſtrates or rulers ſhould be ſhields be⸗ 
tween injury and innocency, to protect the oppreſ-— 
ſcd, and to, puniſh the offender.— Such was Job; 
he was an eye to the blind, a foot to the lame, a fa- 
ther to the poor, who had more ſenſe to feel than 
to open the cauſe; whoſe cauſe he knew not, he 
diligentiy ſearched out, Job xxix. 15. Said Con- 
(ſtantine, If any of my friends, courtiers, or ſer- 
vauts have wronged any man, let him come to 
me, and make his plaint, produce his proofs, Iwill 
'& ot only right him, but reward him.” It was 4 
pniſery, Solomon obferved, under the ſun, that the 


1 7 0 bi 
oppreſſed had none to comfort them, Eccleſ. iv. 1. 
he innocent had need of protection, becauſe “ 
many forge crimes where there is no ground, as in 1 
the caſe of Naboth, 1 Kings xxi. 13. when men of 
Belial witneſſed againſt him, that he blaſphemed 4 


God and the king, or Ziba, Mephiboſheth's fervant, 
who ſaid to David, anent his maſter, behold he a- 
bideth at Jeruſalem, for he ſaid to-day ſhall the 
houſe of Iſracl reſtore me the kingdom of my fa- 
ther, 2 Sam. xvi. 2, 3. or repreſenting innocent ac- 
tions as crimes, as David, when he ſent meſſengers 3 
to Hanun, 2 Sam. x. 3. We are exhorted to do vio- 
lence to no man, neither to accuſe any falſely, Luke 
iii. 14. Ce i 
They ſhould be a ſhield between the innocent 
and a witneſs, who out of ill-will, fear, or-for advan- © 
tage, may forge a teſtimony, as Gaſhmu, Neh. vi. 
6. or Doeg, Pal. lii. 3, 4. A witnefs ſhould be a 
ſhield, nor a hammer, Prov. xxv. 18. between the | 
innocent and council. Men are not to ſpeak in a 
cauſe to wreſt judgment, Exod. xxiii. 2. We can 
do nothing againſt the truth, 2 Cor. xiti. 8. Plead- 
ing thould be for binding and healing, not to wound 
and deitroy, Jer. xxx. 13. It is a noble duty to be 
a ſhield of the earth, but not a ſhicld of robbers. 
© —Between innocence and jury; a tame 
jury, by the craft or ill-will of one, who is poſſeſa- 
ſed with prejudice to the cauſe of any perſon, may 
give a verdict to the prejudice of innocence. 
© It were well not to go, like ſhecp, one after a- 
nother, but to remember the ſolemnity of their oath, 
and light of evidence, and not to ſuffer conſcience 
to be over - ruled by another man's judgment or pre- 
judice. | 1 
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. 1. The protection of ſhields muſt be general; every 
auſe W member of the land muſt find ſhelter under their 
18 in 2 ſhade; Mou mult be like the ſun, whoſe beams 
n of ſhine with as ſweet beniguity on a garden of cu- 
med anders as on the foreſt of Lebanon. Your juſ- 
ant, tice, like Solomon's wiſdom, mult extend itſelf from 


Ee a- the cedar-to the hyſſop. You ſhall hear the ſmall 

the Jas well as the great, and not be afraid of the face 
7 fa- of man, Deut. i, 17. The apoſtle's injunction ſhould 
t ac- reach all juriſdiction; “ Obſerve theſe things, with- 


gers cout preferring one before another, doing nothing 
vio- by partiality, 1 Lim. v. 21. Nothing ſhould be 
uke done by the rule of favour, prejudice, or partial af. 
fcction: laws, on the one hand, ſhould not be, like 
cent nets,'to let out ſmall fiſhes, and catch greater; or, 


van- like cob-webs, to catch flies, and yet be broken by 


* 


vi. greater offenders. Lo have divers weights and 
be a meaſures is abominable in God's ſight. 
the When the ſhields of the earth belong to him, 
in a and, as a ſure evidence thereof, ſubmit their crowns 
can and diene to bim;—countenance. reſtore, and 
ead- advance his worſhip and truths, —adminiſter juſtice 
und Þ faithfully and impartially, and ſo protect the land; 
o be then the God of Ifrael is highly exalted, Plal 
rs. Fxlvitg. 
ame >} When princes, who rode on white alles, ſat 
fleſ, in judgment, and offered willingly to the Lord, 
may then the declaration i IS, Praiſe and bleſs the Lord, 
Judges v. 2, 8. 
er a- When David and his 1 offered willingly to 


ath, the houſe of the Lord, then it was proclaimed, 

ence e Thine, O Lord, is the glory, victory, and ma- 

pre- eig and thou art exalted as head above all,“ 
Chron. xxix. 6, 11. 

1 When kings arifz, and princes worſhip, becauſe 
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of the Lord, and holy one of Iſrael, © then fin g, O 
heavens, and be joyful, O earth, and break forth 


into ſinging, O ye mountains,“ &c. Iſa. xlix. 7, 1 1 = 
r = 


« When the kings of Tarſhiſh and the ifles o 


gifts, and fall down before him, then let the whole F 


earth be filled with his glory, Pfal. Ixxii. 10, 19. 
„The Lord is a ſhield to a nation, when the 

ſhields of that nation belong unto him. 
Another end is to reſtrain ſin, and promote 


holineſs. Men will be reſtrained by the ſword of : 


the magiſtrate, who will not by the precepts of the 
law, or promiſes of the goſpel. Thus magiſtrates 
are to do this, by making and publiſhing juſt and 


uſeful laws, Amos v. 15. Hate the evil, and love 


the good, and eſtabliſh judgment in the gate,” 


„They are to rule, by rewarding the good, and. | 


puniſhing the evil, by being a terror to evil doers, 
&c. Rom. xiii. and Judges xviii. 7. © It is ſaid 
there was no magiſtrate in the land to put them to 
ſhame in any thing:” and, ſays David, „I will 
early deſtroy all the wicked of the land,“ Pſal. ci. 


8. “ But mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of 


the land, that- they may dwell with me.—He that 
walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall ſerve me.” 

In order that they may reſtrain evil, and en- 
courage good, they ſhould have the fear of God in 
their heart, as Joſeph had, Gen. xlii. 18. and je- 
hoſaphat and Joſiah had, who walked in the firſt 
ways of David, 2 Chron. xvii. and xxxiv. chapters. 

„They ſhould direct rhe whole plan of govern- 
ment, according to what 1s preſcribed in the word, 
hence the king was to write a copy of the law in a 
book of that which was before the prieſts and Le- 


vites, and he ſhall reed therein all the days of his 


life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God. 
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His heart, like Jehoſa hors ſhould be lifted np in 
the ways of God, 2 Chron. xvii. 6. vet his heart 
ſhould * humble, and not lifted up in pride above 
his brethren, and that he turn not aſide from the 
commandment, to the right hand, or to the left, to 
the end he may prolong his days in his kingdom, 
&c. Deut. xvii. 18. 

«© The chief deſign of all his adminiſtrations 
ſhould be, to ſet forth the glory of Chriſt, our 
King, the propagation and enlargement of his king- 
dom, and by every mean to promote the temporal 
and ſpiritual proſperity of it. Hence the promiſe 
is, © Kings fhall miniſter unto thee, and thou ſhalt 
ſuck the breaſt of kings, Ifa. Ix. 10, 16. Thus we 
we are called to pray for kings, and all in autho- 
rity, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godlineſs and honeſty, 2 Tim. ii. 2.“ Reynolds. 

= order to promote this, he is to be employed, 

In cheriſhing and exciting his ſubjects to the 
— of divine worſhip, as Aſa, Jehoſaphat, He- 
zekiah, and Joſiah, 2 Chron. xv. 20, — 29, 30, 31s 


” XXX1V. and xxxv. chapters. 


2. By removing different impediments of religion, 
as to doctrine, worſhip, and government: Such as 
idolatry, hereſy, profanity, and perſecution: as Mo- 
ſes did, Exod. xxxii. or Joſhua, chap. xxiv. Falſe 
prophets were to be put to death, Deut. xiii. 1,—6. 
Zech. xii. 3. The complaint is in Aſa's time, that 
the high places were not removed, 1 Kings xv. 14. 
2 Kings xxii. 43. 2 Kings xii. 13.—Joſiah put 
down the idolatrous groves, high places, —graven 
images and altars, —defiled "Fuphet,—took away 
the horſes of the ſun, —ſlew all the prieſts of the 
high places, 2 Kings xxiii. This ſeveral kings of Ju- 

r 


1 


dah were reforming kings; ſuch as Aſa Joſiah, 
and Hezekiah. 

By calling together ynods * aſſemblies, as 
David gathered the prieſts and Levites, to bring a- 
gain the ark of God, 1 Chron. xiii. and when he 
was about to make Solomon, his fon, king, aps 
xxiii. 1. 

Solomon alſo aſſembled all the elders of Ifracl the 
prieſts and Levites, and commanded both the high 
prieſt and other prieſts to bring forth all the 2 
made for Baal, for the grove, and all the hoſt of 
heaven, and he burnt them without Jeruſalem, in 
the fields of Kidron, &c. 2 Kings xxiii. 

4. By eſtabliſhing the laws and ſtatutes of Chriſt, 
abt by their own civil authority, conſtituting and 
inflicting puniſhments upon the violaters of them, 
2 Chron. xxix. 5, 24. ſaid Hezekiah, “Hear, ye 


Levites, ſanctify now yourſelves, and ſanctify the 


houſe of the Lord God of your fathers, and carry 
forth the filthinefſs out of the holy place.“ He ga- 
thered the rulers, and they brought bullocks, lambs, 
he-goats, for a ſin-offering, for the kingdom, and 
ſanctuary, and for Judab; and he commanded the 
prieits, the ſons of Aaron, to offer them: The 
prieſts killed them, and made reconciliation with 
their blood upon the altar. Hezekiah and his prin- 
ces commanded the Levites to fing praiſes unto the 
Lord, with the words of David, and Aſaph the 
ſcer. Hezekiah ſent to all Iſrael and Judah ro keep 
the paſſover unto the Lord, 2 Chron. xxx. 1.— 


Joſiah took away all the abominations out of all the 


countries that pertained to the children of Iſrael, 
and made all that were preſent in Iſrael to ſerve, 
even to ſerve the Lord their God, 2 2 Chron. xxxiv. 


33- Nehcmiah commanded the Levites to ſanc- 


( . 


W tiſy themſelves, and come to keep the gates, to 


ſanctify the Sabbath. He threatened to lay hands 


on ſuch as trode wine-prefles, or employed them- 
= ſelves in unneceſſary work on the Sabbath, contended 
with, curſed, and ſmote certain of them,—plucked 
1 off their hair, and made them ſwear, by God, not 


to gin their daughters unto their ſons; - not to 
mingle With other nations, Neh. xiii. Not on 
are they to puniſh breakers of the ſecond, but of 
the firſt table; — thus falſe prophets and dreamers 
were to be put to death, Deut. xiii. 1,—-6. Nebu- 
chanezzar made a decree, that every people, na- 
tion, and language, which ſpeak any thing amils, a- 
gainſt the true God, ſhall be cut in pieces, and 
their houſes made a dung-hill, Dan. iii. 29. Da- 
rius made a decree, that in every dominion of his 
kingdom, men tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel, Dan. vi. 26. | * . 
5. Their work is to provide for the ſupport of 
ſuch as are employed in the work of preaching or 
teaching; hence David prepared the materials for 
the temple, and Solomon built it, 1 Chron. xxii. 
with 2 Chron. iii. Hezekiah commanded the peo- 
ple that dwelt in Jeruſalem, to give the portion of 
the prieſts and Levites, that they might be encou- 
raged in the law of the Lord. As ſoon as the com- 
mandment came, the children of Iſrael brought in 
abundantly the firſt- fruits of corn, &c. 2 Chron. xxxi. 
4, 5, 9. Artaxerxes decrced, that whatſoever was 
commanded by the God of heaven, it be diligently 
done for. the houſe of the God of heaven; for why 
ſhould there be wrath againſt the realm of the king 
and his ſons; and whatever was needful, was be- 
ſtowed out of the king's treaſure-houſe, and ſhould 
be done ſpeedily, even to an hundred talents of 
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filver, or an hundred meaſures of. wheat, &c. Ezra 
vii. 20,—23, &c. See the 23d chapter of the 
Confeflion of Faith, with the ſcriptures. 

In all theſe things, kings of the earth and judges 
are called to be inſtructed, and ſerve the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Pſal. ii. 10, 11.—They are called, like the 
four and twenty elders, to caſt down their grows 
at his feet, before the throne, i. e. all theus zanthority 
and power. They are to lay out all cher riches 
for him, as theſe did, Matth. xxi. 3, 7, 8. who 
brought the aſs, laid their garments on it, and 
ſtrewed the way with palm-branches: The promiſe 
is, © that the kings of Tarſhiſh and the iſles ſhall 
bring preſents to him;“ and ſo do after the ex- 

ample of David and Solomon, and other godly 
kings: all ſhould acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt, as King 
of kings, and Lord of lords, to whom belongs all 
power and authority in heaven and in earth, Matth. 
xxviii. 18. Eph. i. 21, 22. Phil. ii. 10. Whatever 
dignity and authority they have, they receive it 
from him. The God of heaven hath given thee a 
kingdom, power, and ſtrength, and glory, Dan. ii. 
37. power, wiſdom, bleſſing, proſperity, or what- 
ever is neceſſary for right ruling, all are given by, 
and derived from Zion's King. | 
1. Mercy is requiſite, in order to ſuccour the op- 
reſſed. Mercy and truth preſerve the king, and 
his throne is upheld by mercy,” Prov. xx. 28. 
Learn to do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the op. 
preſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead for the widow,” 
Ifa. i. 17. Princes judge not the fatherleſs, nei- 
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ther doth the cauſe of the widow come unto them,“ 
. verſe 23. 
| 2. Fortitude, whereby they come to be a terror 


to evil doers. The fear of a king, is as the roar- 
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Bing of a lion; whoſo provokerh him to anger, fin« 
T neth againſt his own ſout. A wiſe king fcattereth 
3 the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over Wan 
va Prov. xx. 2, 26. 
= 3. Modeſty and humility i is s requiſite, that he life 
2 not up himſelf above his ſubjects, to oppreſs them. 
„Ta g was to write a copy of the law, —that 
Arn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all 
the words of this law, and theſe ſtatutes, to do 
them, — that his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren,” Deut. xvii. 9, 20. Said Rehoboam, 
„My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add 
to your yoke,” 1 Kings xii. 14. 

4. Chaſtity, temperance, and ſobriety. © Give 
not thy ſtrength unto women, nor thy ways to that 
which deſtroyeth kings. lt is not for kings to drink 
wine, nor for princes ſtrong drink; leſt they drink, 

and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of 
any of the afflicted, Prov. xxxi. 3, 4. 5. 

A deſire of ſhunning covetouſneſs is neceſlary ; 

« ye ſhall not reſpect perſons in judgment; ye ſhall 
hear the ſmall as well as the great,“ Deut, i. 17. 
e He ſhall not multiply wives unto himſelf, that his 
heart turn not away; neither ſhall he greatly multi- 
poly to himſelf filver and gold,“ Deut. xvii. 7. 
The prince that wanteth underſtanding is a great 
= oppreſſor ; but he that hateth covetouſnefs ſhall 
prolong his days,“ Prov. xxviii. 16. 

Now, ail theſe qualifications and endowments 
come from Chriſt, as Mediator; and fo their office 
and work ſhould be performed for him, and to him. 
Hence Samuel's advice to Iſrael and their king, was, 
Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth with 
all your heart. If ye ſhall do wickedly, ye ſhall be 
conſumed, both ye and your king, 1 Sam. xii. 24, 
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25. Samuel ſaid to Saul, Thou haſt not kept the 
commandment of the Lord thy God, which he 
commanded thee; for now would the Lord have 
eſtabliſhed thy kingdom upon Iſrael for ever; but 
now thy kingdom ſhall not continue, 1 Sam. xiti. 
13. The promiſe-was, that Solomon ſhould build 
an houſe for his name, and that he wou lich 
the throne of his kingdom for ever. * mercy 
ſhall not depart away from him, as 1 08 it from 
Saul; —thine houſe, and thy kingdom, ſhall be e- 
ſtabliſhed for ever before thee, 2 Sam. vii: 13,—16, 
and, ſays he to Solomon, If thou wilt walk before 


me to do all that I commanded thee, and will keep 


my ſtatutes and my judgments, then I will eſtabliſh 


the throne of thy kingdom upon Iſrael for ever, as 


I promiſed to David, thy father, 1 Kings ix. 4, 5. 
Kings, then, ſhould kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, 
and they periſh—he will break them in pieces as a 
potter's veſſel, or caſt. them out, like Nebuchadnez. 
Zar, among the beaſts of the field: all are under 
the moral law, as a rule of life; and fo obliged to 
do. their duty to God and man, every one in their 


different ſtations and relations: the higher any per- 
ſon is, the more opportunity he has-to promote 


both the ſpiritual 'and temporal advantage of others. 
Men are called to teach by example as well as by 
precept. Thus, rulers ſhould be as he- goats before 
the flock. Solomon prayed for, and obtained wiſ- 
dom, that he might know-how to go out and in be- 
fore his people, by ſhewing them an example wor- 
thy of imitation: and hence it is, that the wicked 


walk on every ſide, when vile men are high in 


place, being encouraged by example. 
1. It is evident, that church and ſtate, tho? nie 


by the Mediator, are diſtinct; the church has no 
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power to model the ſtate, or rule over it, conſider- 
ed as a church, nor has a ſtate any power to model 
W the church: both have their reſpective powers from 
= the Mediator, who is rhe great lawgiver to both. 
= None of them have power to intermeddle with one 
X another's office, power, or work. N ä 
ED eead to the prieſts to bear the ark with 
ſtaves i neir ſhoulders; therefore the Lord made 
a breach upon Uzzah, © becauſe they ſought him 
not after the due order.“ It belonged to them to 
facrifice, and burn incenſe; and ſs the Lord ſmote 
king Uzziah with leproſy, becauſe he uſurped what 
belonged to the prieſts. Yet many qualifications, 
requiſite in the one office, are equally ſo in the o- 
ther. Both have their different duties to perform; 
one and the ſame perſon may be the head or father 
of a family, — an elder or ruler in the church, and 
a magiſtrate in a city. In every one of theſe ſtations 
be has his own peculiar and proper work to per- 
form, though peculiar as to each; yet all ſhould be 
ſubordinate to the great ends of religion, and ſpi- 
ritual good of men; none of them can, none of them 
Huld, be put out of their proper order, or confu- 
= ſedly blended together; neither ſhould any one 
of them be put in the places of another; we 
mould be both employed in religious and civil ex- 
erciſes; yet, when employed in civil buſineſs, we 
= cannot be immediately employed in ſacred worſhip; 
—we cannot be both exerciſed in worſhip exter- 
ternally, and alſo in rhe outward employments of 
life; yet, in all our civil employments, we ſhould 
act religiouſly, and for ſpiritual ends: whatever we 
do ia our natural, civil, or religious duties, we 
ſhould do all to the glory of God. 
2. They are co-ordinate powers; none of them 
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derive their power from the other, but both from 
Chriſt, as Mediator, who has all power in heaven 
And earth given unto him. 
3. Chriſt is a moſt powerful King; and a King 
in a moſt proper ſenſe, whether he be conſidered 
as God co-equal and co-effential with the Father, 
or as Mediator: —all chat belongs originallyito him 
as God, is ſaid to be given to him as Mediators © the 
Father Joverh the Son, and; hath given all things 
into his hand;“ all things are put under him, na- 
tural, civil, and religious: and ſo in a moſt proper 
and moſt extenſive ſenſe, he is King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, and has the exerciſe of ali power 
in his hand, as the reward of his work, „ becauſe 
he humbled himſelf, and became obedient to death; 
therefore God hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name above every name.” —He hath given 
him-power to execute judgment, becauſe he is the 
Son of Man,—This power is given to man in a way 
of free grace, yet all connected with his humiliation 
and ſufferings. Thus juſtice fatisfied, and judg- 
ment execute, is the baſis or habitation of his throne, 
—the foundation of all his government Og 
men, whether 1 in church or ſtate. 

4. There can be no abſurdity in maintaining, 
that all legiſlative and executive power is in the 
hand of Chriſt, as Mediator; the moral law was 
given by him on Mount Sinai; and it 1s plainly de- 
clared, © the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our 
Jawgiver, and he will ſave us.“ He employs, as his 
ſervants, whom he pleaſes, in church or ſtate, and 
lays down their qualifications. 

5. The abuſe of what is good, or of that power 
given, either to rulers in church or ſtate, can be 


no proper reaſon for denying it, or depriving them 


E 
of what is lawful. Though a king or rulers uſurp 
a power over the church they have no warrant for; 
fuch as, intruding ceremonies, or uninſtituted forms 
of worſhip, or idolatry, on the church; that does 
not ſay, but they may command the people to wor- 
ſhip God by theſe ordinances, or in that way he 
has allitated: or, becauſe he orders the church 
to ſerrlefach a perſon in ſuch a congregation, or 
promotes ſuch a biſhop to ſuch a ſce, as he plea- 
ſes, would it be unlawful to order the church to 
take care to ſettle orthodox and faithful miniſters, 
whom the people thall reckon moſt for their edifi- 
cation? Would any perſon argue, that becauſe many 
miniſters have abuſed their talents, in publiſhing er- 
rors and hereſies, therefore they ſhould not preach 
or publiflk the truths of God? None will dare to- 
affirm.. Becauſe ſome hath ſtretched the diſcipline 
of the church too far, and, like the Jews, caſt out 
of their ſynagogues ſome for profeſſing Chriſt, could 
it be reckoned unlawful to caſt out ſuch as Hyme- 
neus and Philetus, who, concerning the faith, had 
made ſhipwreck? We can, we ſhould do nothing 
ZZ agaivſt, but for the truth. | wal 
4 6. Is there not a difference, or can no diſtinction 
be made between circa ſacra, and in ſacrit, i. e. 
acting, or ordering about, and in ſacred matters? 
Is there not a great difference between a king or- 
dering miniſters to preach the goſpel, or to exer- 
= ciſe diſcipline faithfully in the church, and doing 
gal this himſelf? Would it not have been a duty 
for Saul to order the prieſts to offer ſacrifice? but 
it was not lawful to do it himſelf; and the ſame as 
= to Uzziah, &c. Though the people were to ſay 
= to Archippus, « Take heed to thy miniſtry,” yer 
ks * 
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were not to do the work belonging to that offite 
themſelves. 

_ Magiſtrates are called dad warranted to do many 
things about or concerning religion; and they can 
command many- things to be done by miniſters, 
which are unlawful for themſelves to do. 

To incorporate religion, or join it with, ate 
or civil government, in the way that God Has com- 

manded, 1. e. in the way of duly and orderly con- 
neQing them, neither miſplacing or confounding 
them, or connecting the ſtate with the church, with- 
out incroaching on its liberties and privileges, uſing 
accumulating or aſſiſting power, not robbing or de- 
priving power, all lawful power being for edifica- 
tion, not for deſtruction. The chief magiſtrate is 
head over all cauſes civil, but no head nor ſupreme 
ruler over caufes eccleſiaſtical; the church in her 
eccleſiaſtical judicatories, as conſtituted by Chriſt, 
in that way and order he has appointed, and who 
rules and manages church- government for her edi- 
fication, is only ſubje& to him. 

Thus general councils, provincial ſynods, or ge- 
neral aſſemblies, may be termed the ſupreme rulers 
over eccleſiaſtical matters; yet all tbeſe have, and 
may err fince the apoſtles time. Chriſt is the uner- 
ring and infallible head, who guides by his word 
and Spirit, upon whoſe direction and teading both 
church and ſtate are to depend, and to which they 
are called to look for guidance. Chriſt is the leader 
and commander of the people, and his word is a 
perfect rule of duty to all men, in every ſtation and 
relation of life. 

All rulers, whether in church or ſtate, are very 
ready to act tyrannically, and go beyond the proper 
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boundaries preſcribed them by the Mediator, and 
neither have, nor do, imitate his example, who. is 


bs the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long - ſuffer- 
ing, exerciſing patience, and bearing long with his 
= rebellious ſubjects; does good unto the unthankful 


and unholy. Says Solomon, Prov. ii. 28.“ Mercy: 
and th preſcrve the King;”” and his throne is 
upholden by mercy; and a prayer is uſed for the 
King, Pfal. Ixi. 7. O prepare mercy and truth 
that may preſerve him.—In mercy ſhall the throne 
be eſtabliſhed,“ Ia. xvi. 5. Benhadad's ſervant ſaid 
anent the kings of Iſracl, “they are merciful kings,“ 
1 Kings xx. 31. The apoſtle exhorts to © warn 
the unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, ſupport the 
weak, be patient toward all men,“ 1 Thefl. v. 14. 
There is patience in bearing, and patience in waits 
ing. | | 
Rulers and ruled, whether in church or ſtate, 
ſhould bear with one another and wait patiently 


for one another's doing their duty; neither be rea- 


dy to revenge injuries, whether of oppreſſion, de- 
famation of character, or diſobedience, and delay 
of duty. Chriſt waits long on finners, and patient- 
ly bears their provocations. Perſons ſhould be rea- 
dy to revenge all diſobedience, when their obe- 
dience is fulfilled, 2 Cor. x. 6. i. e. Rulers ſhould 
be ſure of having done their duty towards their ſub- 
jects, before they proceed to revenge any diſobedi- 
ence towards them; and ſubjects ſhould be the ſame 
as to their refuſal of, and rejecting the rule and go- 
vernment of ſuperiors. It is not every ſmall fault, 
whether*of defect of duty, or actual breach of en- 
gagement, that ſhould, or can, looſe mutual obliga- 
tions between parties, particularly rulers and ruled, 
m church or ſtate. Both ſhould have Chriſtian vir- 
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mes; and theſe will influence to Chriſtian duties. 
- Rulers ſhould be Chriſtians, endued with Chriſ- 
tian virtues, and follow Chriſt as the great patcern 
and example, not only in his private, but in his pu- 
blic character, as a King, fo far as imitable, and 
ſnould ſtudy both the ſpiritual and temporal good 
of his pur i and thongh the duty of magiſtrates 
and miniſters be diſtinct in one reſpe&, yet both 
ſhould be religious, and have a concern to promote 
it in their different ſpheres. The miniſters in dif- 
penſing the ordinances, and the magiſtrates in en- 
couraging, protecting, and ſupporting them in their 
duty: Though, as kings, they ſhould be in ſome re- 
ſpects both exerciſed in and about religion; yer they 
have a call to encourage and promote the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel in purity, though not called to. 
preach it themſelves, 

. Excluſive eſtabliſhments are much oppoſed 
and ſpoke againſt by my reverend brother, and old 
friend. —If ſound and pure doctrines, or truths of 
the goſpel, —ſcriptural worſhip, difciplme and go- 
vernment of Chriſt's houſe be eſtabliſhed, then theſe 
in their nature are excluſive of all errors, hereſies, 
ſuperſtition, will- worſhip or idolatry—excluſive of 
every ruler and government in the church, that 
Chriſt, the head, has not appointed. 

Now, the eſtabliſhment of religion, in the natio- 
nal and ſolemn league and covenant, was in oppo-. 
ſition to, and excluſive of the falſe doctrines of po- 
pery and prelacy, with their uninſtituted and ty- 
rannical government; and I am perſuaded, my re- 
verend brother, with all his party, will ſtül main- 
tain the law fulneſs ot both the national and ſolemn 
league and covenants, ſet in oppoſition to popery, 
prelacy, independency, ſectarians, Arians, Armi- 
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nians, Antinomians, Socinians, or other errors, à- 
bounding in that period, and eſtabliſhing of them, 
itt oppoſition to theſe and other errors. But what 
is wrong, and ſhould be witneſſed againſt, is the e- 


ſtabliſhment of error and ſuperſtition, excluſive of 


the truth and purity of doctrine and worſhip, &c. 


or encouraging error and idolatry, either by actual- 
ly eſtabliſhing, or poſitively tolerating them. Now, 
no man ſhould allow, or poſitively tolerate, what 
God in his law expreſsly, forbids. But all idolatry, 
whether reſpecting object, means, or manner of 
worſhip, is expreſsly prohibited in the three firſt 
commands, that we ſhould worſhip: none but the 
true God, and that we ſhould worſhip this God by 


no other means or ordinances, and in no other 


manner, than what he has appointed. | 

If people pay adoration to the divine Being o- 
therwiſe, as to matter or manner, than God hath 
appointed, he may juſtly ſay, who bath required 
theſe things at your hands?” Eſtabliſhing what is 
right, excluſive of what is wrong, cannot be con- 
demned, without oppoſing the covenants, national 
and ſolemn league. On the other hand, eſtabliſh- 
ing of evil or wrong, excluſive of what is morally 
good and right, muſt be unlawiul, and cannot be 
juſtiſied. Blending them together, or putting them 
out of their proper order, the magiſtrates intrud- 
ing upon the work of church-officers, or church- 
officers uſurping what belongs to magiſtrates; all 
this are both unreaſonable and unlawful, becauſe 
each have their own proper work aſſigned them, 
and cannot intrude upon one another's office or 
work. —Has the magiſtrate nothing ado with reli- 
gion at all? I have already endeavoured to prove 


tac contrary. Magiſtrates being ſet up for this pur» 
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poſe, that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives, 
in all godlineſs and hoveſty; ſo that he ſhould Rudy 
to promote godlineſs, which belongs to the firſt 
table, as well as honeſtly, which belongs to the ſe- 
cond: Nor can this be well ſeparate, ſays Ruther- 
ford, in his Peaceable Plea for Preſbytery, p. 307» 
« All the acts of kingly authority, as kingly, are 
moral a& of juſtice, and of piety, in — 
both the tables of the law. If the king, as king, 
be a moral agent, and a preſerver of both tables, 
then he muſt be ſubject to eccleſiaſtical power. 
whether we ſpeak of the end of the work, or work - 
er, which 1s, that we may lead a quiet and peace. 
able life, &c. This is the end which the king is 
to intend. Rutherford. 

Alſo, p. 303. “he ruleth over men, as men, and 
Chriſtian men, or as Chriſtian members of Chriſt's 
kingdom and church, not over their own conſcien- 
ces, (for that is proper only to the Father of ſpi- 
rits,) but he hath a co-aive power over all men, 
even paſtors, as to cauſe them do their Chriſtian du- 
ties. He hath power to compe} church-men in aſ- 
ſemblies to determine truth, to uſe the keys right, 
to preach and adminiſter the ſacraments, as Chriſt 
hath commanded in his word, and to puniſh them, 
when they do otherwiſe. Now, perhaps, the church 
may account one an heretic; is the civil judge to 


condemn him alſo? 


Anſwer, A judge, as ſuch, ſhould know both 


the law or rule, and the fact, Deut. xvii. 18, 19, 
The king is not obliged to err with the ſynod, and 


to puniſh the innocent; he is to decree righteous 


judgment. — The king is to judge of hereſy with a 


co - active power. after a regal and civil way, But 


a church aſſembly with a ſpiritual power, after an 


<( 89 ) 
eecleſiaſtic way. The king puniſheth hereſy,” as it 
troubleth the commonwealth; but che church pu- 
niſheth it, as ſcandalous and infectious to the 
church.“ 1 
But, it may be faid, who is the judge? Ruther- 
ford anſwers, The infallible rule of judging for 
both is the word of God. And neither church nor 
ſtate ſhould condemn or puniſh any thing bur what 
is evidently contrary to the law, and condemned by 
the word of God; neither matters of indifferency, 
nor doubtful difputation, ſhould” come under the 
cenſures of the church, far leſs under the co- active 
power of the ſtate. It is only for crimes of a ver 
atrocious nature, that perſons are caſt out of the 
church. It. is only for groſs errors and hereſies, or 
open idolaters, which,tend to corrupt the manners 
of the people, and bring judgments on a land, thar 
magiſtrates are called to punith, reſtrain, or check, 
and put a ſtop to. Now, ſays Rutherford, Armi- 
nians and Formaliſts both, aſk which of the two, i. e. 
civil and eccleſiaſtic powers are higheſt? | 
I anſwer, fays he, By aſking which of the two 

ſhoulders in a man's body, are neareſt to the man's 
head? Certainly one of them, in a well proportion- 
ed body, is not higher than anotheg, and both a- 
like near the head. As none of the pole ſtars are 
2 nearer to their zenith or nadir, none of two wheels 
in a right chariot are higher than another.“ 
The church power, ſays Davenent, is higheſt in 
teaching and directing, — the kingly power, in com- 
manding and compelling. If the king be a Chriſ- 
tian, he ſhould be ſubject, and will be ſo, to the 
2 chureh's power, as well as they are to him in his 
power. Thus Nathan rebuked David for his mur- 
der and adultery,” The man of God cricd againſt 
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Jeroboam's altar. The ſeer reproved Aſa. Je- 
remiah was ordered to ſpeak againſt the kings and 
princes of the land. The kings of Iſrael and Judah 
were plagued, and had different judgmenes inflic- 
ted on them, © becauſe they would not hear, nor 
ſubmit to the prophets ſpeaking to them in the 
name of the Lord.” On the other hand, every ſoul 
is called to be ſubject to the higher powers; ſubject 
to them in their civil authority, or political capa- 
city; thus the fifth command binds every one to re- 
lative duties, according to their different ſtations 
and relations they are placed in, whether natural, 
civil, or eccleſiaſtical.” = | 
But, to come directly home to the purpoſe in 
hand, on account of the diviſions among the ſub- 
jects of Scotland, England, and Ireland, particular- 
ly, though the moſt part be Proteſtants, yet con- 
liſting of preſbyterians, epiſcopaliabs, and indepen- 
dents, and were ſo when the Weſtminſter Confeſ- 
ſion was compoſed, and our covenants, national and 
ſolemn league, ſworn to. Perhaps Mr. G m 
thinks it would be better neither to eſtabliſh preſ- 


"bytery, nor epiſcopacy, the firlt excluſive of the laſt 1 


in Scotland, and laſt excluſive of the firſt in Eng- 


land and Ireland. But, I aſk my friend, would it 
Not have been more agreeable to ſcripture, the Con- 


feſhon of Faith, and ſeceſſion teſtimony, that preſ- 
bytery had been ſettled in all the three kingdoms? 
or ſuch a ſettlement had taken place. at the Re- 
volutien, as was made in our laſt Reformation, 
particularly in the years 1647, and 1648, and fo 
both church and ſtare, rulers and ruled in both, to 
Have taken the ſcriptural plan, and fulfilled the co- 
venant obligations they were under to Chriſt, the 


King of Zion? Now, there are three plans I ſhall ö 
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lay down to my friend, to conſider which of them 


would be moſt agreeable to ſcripture. — 
1. That plan that. was ſetiled, when king James 


VI. was admitted to Scotland, or king Charles H. 
admitted at Scoon, 1. e. the fettlement both in our 


firſt and ſecond Reformations; or, 

2. The preſent plan of ſettling that religion, which 
the majority of the nation chuſes, which was the 
caſe at the Revolution; or, 

3. Making no eſtabliſhment at all of any profeſ- 


fing party whatever, whether preſbyterian, epiſco- 
pal, independent, or quaker. 


Though Mr. G m ſhould approve of this laſt 


plan; yet, L hope he will own, that the rulers ſhould 


be men fearing God, &c. —fuch- as ſhould promote 
godlineſs and honeſty. Now, though the executive 
power do not eſtabliſh, yet if they be uſeful and 
ſubſervient to Chriſt's kingdom in the church; — 


if Chriſtian, they are obliged to endeavour the pro- 
Pagation of the goſpel; the good and benefit of the 


church; though, as a magiſtrate, he cannot be 4 
governor in the church, in the room and ſtead of 
Chriſt, as Mediator. This is owned by Gilleſpie, 
Aaron's Rod, p. 209. If he has fcripture qualifi- 
cations, the different virtues ſpoken of before, he 
will anſwer the great end and deſign of his office; 
and it will come to the ſame thing with the firit 
plan; for, if they encourage religion, morality, and 
virtue, they muſt endeavour to hinder irreligion, 
hereſy, vice, and immorality; in this, they are but 
anſwering the end of their office and conſtitution, 


-being a terror to evil doers, and a praiſe to them 


who do well.—Their commands ſhould be none o- 
ther than God's: w duties they enjoin, ſhould 


be clearly contained in his law; and what crimes 
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they puriiſh, ſhould be evident, clear, and open 
breaches of it, and ſuch crimes as come under his 
cogniſance and juriſdiction; ſuch as open idolatry, 
Sabbath profanation, murder, adultery, robbery, 
oppreſſion, blaſphemy, perjury, witnefling falſely, 
Kc. Thus, when religion is promoted, and juſtice 
mixed with mercy and patience, exerciſed impar- 
tially, without tyranny and oppreſſion, it becomes 
a great bleſſing to a land, and is much the ſame 
with the firſt plan. The beſt reformation all ranks 
ſhould feek after, is to acknowledge their breach of 
covenant engagements, to endeavour, by all means 
lawful, to promote religion, in its purity of doctrine, 
worſhip, diſcipline, and government, to check er- 
ror, hereſy, and idolatry, with all forts of vice and 
immorality; both rulers and ruled to be faithful in 
their duty towards one another; to follow peace 
with all men, and holineſs; to ſtudy humility and 
ſelf-denial; to prefer public good to private advan- 
tage;—all which would prove more for good and 
Unity, 1 than all the diſputes about points. 

| conclude, wiſhing my good friend, and old ac- 
quaintance, more inſight into the truth and Refor- 


mation principles, in doctrine and government. Let 


him conſult what I have ſaid in my ſmall treatiſe a- 
gainſt Hutcheſon, and what Gilleſpie has, p. 260, 
of his Aaren's Rod, &c. He owns and acknow- 
ledges, that the conſervation and purgation of reli. 
gion, the maintenance. of it, the ſuppreſſion of ido- 
latry and ſuperſtition, belongs to the magiſtrate; 
that he has both a corrective power to puniſh what 
is wrong, and evidently contrary to the law, to pu- 
niſh by corporal and temporal puniſhments, and an 
auxiliary or aſſiſting power, in admimiſteringethings 
that are neceſſary for the wa being and comfort- 
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able ſubſiſtence of the church. He diſtinguiſhes 
between directive power, which belongs to the 
church, and coercive power, which belongs to the 
ſtate; yet the magiſtrate has a full liberty to judge 
the matter before he compel any; that he has a 
cumulative or aſſiſting, but no privative power; he 
can do nothing againſt, but for the truth, 2 Cor. 
xiii. 8,—He owns allo the difference between the 
magiſtrate's doing no good, and doing evil to the 
church, — between his giving no aſſiſtance, and op- 
poſing her.— His not allowing or authoriſing, and 
his forbidding or reſtraining; magiſtrates may af- 
ſiſt and ſtrengthen the diſcipline and government of 
the church, but has neither power to deprive her 
of her power, or reſtrain or forbid what Chriſt hath 
commanded. | | 
All the- difference betwixt Gilleſpie, and ſuch 
who own that Chriſt, as Mediator, rules over all, 
is this, whether the Mediator, in his economical or 
official character, rules all things without as well as 
within the church, or whether he has an univerſal 
dominion, and ſo exerciſeth the rule and govern- 
ment of providence over all things, for the good 
and advantage of his church and people: and tho? 
git may be owned, in ſome reſpect, that the“ ma- 
giſtrate's power. hath. its riſe, not from that ſpecial 
X dominion which Chrilt exerciſeth over the church, 
as Mediator and head thereof, but from that uni- 
verſal lordſhip and fovereignty he exerciſeth over 
all men by right of creation,” and I add, by right 
of purchaſe and donation; for both are true. 
It is owned, there is a difference between Chriſt 
being the immediate head of the church, and fo ap- 
= pointing a ſpiritual government in it over men's 
ſouls, with different ordinances in it, for her ſpiri- 
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' tual edification and ſalvation, and his rufe and go. 


vernment of all things, both for her temporal and 


ſpiritual advantage. Theſe two are far from being 


inconſiſtent, either with ſcripture, or with one. ano- 
ther. For the ſake of the church, he ſent to Ba. 
bylon, and brought down the Chaldeans, whoſe 


cry is in the ſhips. And though he rules in Jacob, 


yet rules there to the ends of the eartn, i. e. he 


exerciſeth his univerſal or general government over 
all, for the gqpd of his church. Thus his kingdom 
of grace may be either called his chief or principal 


kingdom in this world, or at leaſt the chief and 


* 


principal part of that univerſal government he ex- 
erciſes over all, and ſubordinates all things to it. 
Hence, ſays he to his own people, *All things are 
yours, and ye are Chriſt's,“ &c. And fo, in ſtats 
ing of the queſtion agajpſt the Eraſtians, ſays he, 
« The queſtion is not, whether the magiſtrate be 


God's deputy or vicegerent, or Chriſt's deputy, g 


as he exerciſeth an univerſal dominion over all 


things, or whether he be uſeful and fubſervient to ] 
the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, and is 
obliged to endeavour the propagation. of the go- | 


ſpel, and the good and benefit of the church. But 


the queſtion is, whether the Chriſtian magiſtrate | 


be a governor in the church, vice Chriſti, in the 
room and ſtead of Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, Aaron's 


Nod, p. 209. This is what is granted, that the 


magiſtrate is no ruler in the church; the officers 
in the church, are elders (teaching and'ruling) and 


deacons,—The magiſtrate may rule the church as a 


part of the commonwealth, and do good unto her, 
yet is no church officer. lt is one thing, to govern 


in te church, as Chriſtian parents another thing, 


to govern, as elders do. 
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Gilleſpie acknowledges three things in the Me- 
diator, i. e. iſt, Glory, dignity, or excellency. 2d, 
Power. 3d, Kingdom. Hence, in the concluſion 
of the Lord's prayer, © Thine is the kingdom, 
power, and glory.“ Says he, in reſpect of power 
and glory, he is over all things, over all men, and 
over all magiſtrates; but denies the kingdom; and 
maintains, that Chriſt, as Mediator, is only the 
church's King and head, or governor, and hath 
no other kingdom. This he illuſtrates from Solo- 
mon's excelling all the kings of the earth in wiſ- 
dom, riches, glory, and honour, Chron. i. 12, 
Herein he was a type of Chriſt, Plal. Izxxix. 27. 
« | will make him my firſt-born, higher than the 
kings of the earth.“ So that the ſcripture he cites 
proves, that Chriſt is made heir of all things, and 
higher, not only in glory and power, but in his 
right to an univerſal rule and government, as God's 
firſt- born. Both David and Solomon ſubdued dif- 
ferent ftates and kingdoms; and ſo the promiſe is 
to Chriſt, Thou ſhalt break them with a rod of 
iron, thou ſhalt daſh them in pieces as a potter's 
veſſel,” Pſal. ii. 9. The Lamb ſhall overcome them, 
for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings, -When 
it is ſaid, Thine is the kingdom, power, and glory, 
all the three belong equally to Chriſt, as Mediator, 
even in his official charaQer, though, as to the ſpe- 
cial and ſaving exerciſe of all his offices, either- as 


to communications or operations, has a particular 


reſpect to, and will iſſue in the ſaving good of his 


church; yet, for accompliſhing this end, and other 


great ends and deſigns of God's glory, they are ex- 


2 tended, in their communication and operations, to 


the whole world. His kingdom, even as Media- 
tor, ruleth over all. The upbuilding of the church, 
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and deſtruction of her enemies, are two leading 
things in Chrilt's kingly office, —Gilleſpic's aſſert- 
ing, p. 294, That there had been, for order's 
fake, magittrates, or ſuperior powers, though man 
had not fallen, but continued in innocency,“ is 
very uncertain.— Certain it is, if fin had not aig 
ed, no confuſion would have taken place, and ſo no 
ſuch uſe for magiſtrates, or civil government, —or 
his afſerting, “that Chriſt reigneth not among thoſe 
Who know him not,“ is wrong, and contrary to 
that, “ God FOI Cyrus, though he knew him 
not.“ 

The i ignorance of men about God, or bis provi- 
dential government, can never evidence that he 
does not rule over them; yea, God is good to all, 
even to the unthankful and unholy; and may juſt- 
ly expoſtulate with them, Do ye thus requite the 
Lord, O fooliſh people, and unwiſe,” &c. He does 
Not leave himſelt without a witneſs. but ſends them 
rain and fruitful ſeaſons, filling their hearts with 
Joy and gladneſs, that they may ſcek after him, &c. 

The truth of God's declarations muſt remain, 
whether underſtood and believed or not: Juſt fo, 
his operations upon, or towards men, muſt be the 
ſame, whether known and confeſſed or not: our 
ignorance ot unbelicf can never make the truth of 
God of none effect. Let God be true, but every 
man a liar. The Mediator rules in the midſt of 
his enemies. When the year of his redeemed is 
come, the day of vengeance on his and their ene- 
mies, is in his heart. 

Did not Chriſt, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the root as well as offspring of David, open the 
book, and looſe the ſeven ſeals. It is the Lamb, 
who has ſeven horns of power, ſeven eyes of wil- 
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dom; and the-ſeven'ſpirits,—is anvinted with the 


Spirit above meaſure. He was worthy, becauſe he 


was lain, to execute his prophetical and kingly of- 


fices. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 
ceive power, riches, wiſdom, ſtrength, honour, 


glory, and bleſſing, Rev. v. 12. It is the Lamb 


that opened both the firſt and all the reſt ef the 
ſeals. Chriſt, by his word and Spirit, as the pro- 
phet of the covenant, reveals all the events con- 
tained in the ſeals, trumpets, and vials, all which 
contain either mercies and deliverances to the 
church, or judgment and deſtruction to her ene- 
mies, which will be accompliſhed in that order, 
time, manner, and by ſuch inſtruments as God. 
hath appointed. Angels, who are miniſtering ſpi- 
rits, ſent forth to miniſter unto them that ſhall be 
beirs of {alyartion, are many times employed, and 
may have a particular hand in ſounding the trum- 
pets, and pouring out the vials. The order is on 
the opening up the ſeventh ſeal, the ſeven trum- 
pets commence, and on the ſounding of the ſeventh 
trumpet, the ſeven vials are poured out. 

The opening or diſcloſing the ſeven ſeals reſpec- 
ted the propagation of the goſpel, the oppoſition 


and . perſecutions it met with from Rome-Pagan, 


together with the terrible judgments that came up- 
on the Roman empire, either more immediately 
from the band ot Zion's King; ſuch as famine, 
peſtilence, and wild beaſts, or the ravage and plun- 
der of barbarous nations, who broke in upon them 
by rapine and ſlaughter, | x | 
The dragon's reign ended about A. D. 310. In 


the time of Conſtantine, filence or peace continued 
in the church about half an hour, or a ſhort time, 
42 . N. 
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at which time the ſeven angel prepared themſelyes 


to ſound. 
The four firſt trnapits brought on un more 


numerous and cruel nations, like a ſtorm of hail 


and fire, mingled with blood. Great hereſies, divi - 


fions, and animoſities, took place in the church, fa 


that the third part of the fun, moon, and ſtars, both 


as to church and tate, were darkened and e- 


clipſed. 

Tae three laſt trumpets are viochined with wo! 
wo! wo! to the inhabitants of the eart ! the fifth 
or firſt wo-trumpet brought in the Arabians and 
Saracens, who were compared to lecuſts or giaſs- 


hoppers for multitude, they beſicged Conſtanti- 


nople, and p'\undered Rome, but could not make 
themſclves maſters of either of theſe citi s —How- 
ever, under this trumpet, Antichriſt, or the pope, 
was brought to his throne, or height of ecclefialtic 
power, and probably to the height of his civil power, 
the former, A. D. 606, when Boniface III. obtain- 


ed it of Phoeas, the emperor, by flattery. The lat- 


ter took place, A.D. 756, under the reign of Pe- 


pin, king of France, who poſlefled Pentapolis, the 0 


exarchate of Ravenna, and the dukedom ot Rome, 
of which he made a ſolemn grant to the pope, and 
his ſucceſſors. Such bitter conteſts (ſays B n, 
Hiſt. p. 163.) of the catholics, Neſtorians and Eu- 
tychians, had filled the eaſt with the moſt miſerable 
carnage and murder, which rendered the name of 
Chriſtianity odious to many. Mahomet, a craſty, 


but an illiterate merchant, who had miarvied his 


maſter's rich widow, pretended a commiſſion to 
root out idolatry, and to reform the religion of the 
Arabs, Chriſtians,” and Jews, priyately perſuaded 


his friends and countrymen to renounce idolat ry, 
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and employed twelve of his diſciples in the fame 
work, —aſſiſted by a Chriſtian Monk and a jew. 
and ſome others, framed. his Koran, which he pre- 


| tended to have received from God. In this he 


exerciſed himſelf for about fourtcen years, com- 
mencing A. D. 608. About ten or twelve years 
before his death, he reſolving to convert the world 
by the ſword, and procure to himſeit a throne, he, 
Ks his followers, intoxicated with deluſion, tought 
like ſuries, and became the terror of nations. 

The fixth trumpet is ſaid to looſe the tout angels 
which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 
Says Jurieu, the firſt wo is the birth ot the Sara« 
cen empire, and the religion of Mahomet. The ſe- 
cond wo is the irruptioa of the Turks, or he four 
Sultans, eſtabliſhed at Nice, Damaſcus, Antioch, 
and Aleppo; or, according to Newton, at Bagdad, 
Damaſcus, Aleppo, and lconium. I' ey were bound 


from extending their conqueſis {urther than theſe. 


territories adjoining the river. Euphrates.—By the 


good providence of God, and the Croiſades, or 


expedition of European Chriſtians into the Holy 


Land, in the latter part ot the 14th and 12th cen- 


| © turies. Nay, the European Chriſtians took ſeveral . 
cities and countries from them, and confined them 


within narrow. r bounds. 


Says Newton, in the latter part of the 1 3th cen- 


4 tury, they were looſed, now adding an hour, day, 


o pug # I os * 1 * : | 
1 = ASS 5 


\ of 
Fs 
1 : 
. 
5 
8 
* : 
"F 


1 and year, which amounts to 391 years and 
15 days; this, added to the firſt conqueſt of tho 
Ouoman⸗ over the Chriſtians, mentioned in hiſtory, 
which was A. D. 1281, reaches to A. D. 1672, 
Ehen Caminiec, with forty-eight towns and vils 
ges therein, were taken from the Poles. 5 
Says Jurigu, the locuſts of the foregoing trums 
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pet were ſent, not to kill men, but to torment them 


for five months. They did not penetrate into the 


entrails; but the Turk pierced into the very heart 
of the fourth monarchy, and laid it deſolate ; they 
eſtabliſned their empire in one of its capital cities, 
VIZ. Conſtantinople; they have deſtroyed the caſt» 
ern part of it; and, it may be, God deſigns them 
to deſtroy the weſtern branch of | it too. 

Says Newton, the Latin, or weſtern empire, was 
broken to pieces under the four firſt trumpets; the 
Greek, or caſtern empire, was cruelly hurt and tor- 


« mented under'the fifth trumpet; and here, under 


the ſixth, it is to be ſtain, and utterly deſtroyed, 
i. e. the eaſtern branch of it, and, perbaps, al- 
terwards the weſtern too. 

From the above hiſtory, obſerve ſirſt, 

1ſt Obſervation, That though the pope, or weſt- 
ern Antichriſt came to his. height only under the 
fifth trumpet; yet he was gradually riſing in the 
foregoing; and though that Mahomet comes only | 
to his height under the ſixth, yet his riſe began un- 
der the fifth; yea, both Pope and Mahomet came 
to their zenith, or height of power or manhood, 9 
near one and che ſame time. The pope was pro- 


claimed univerfal biſhop, A. D. 696, and Maho- 2 


met ſet up two years after, 608, and his deluſions 
ſpread both rapidly and extenſively. Now, it is 42 
very probable, that both may be greatly weaken- 
ed and diminiſhed under the ſixth trumpet, though [ 
their total deſtruction be reſerved till the pouring 4 
out of the vials under the ſeventh. " 
2d Ob. That fimilar fins, judgments, delveran- 5 
ces, and mercies, may, and do take place in diffe- a 
rent periods, under ſeals, trumpets, and vials. Ihe 
miſtake here have made many conclude, that the 
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fall of Antichriſt is nearer than it really is; that ſe- 


veral of the vials are already poured out, whettas *- © 
it is more- probable, that none of the judgments 


really contained in them are as yet accompliſhed : 


and when theſe vials come to be poured out, it 


will be ſudden, ſwift, violent, not, perhaps, at dif- - 
tin& periods, one vial taking up the ſpace of fiſty, 
another of an hundred years; but the whole ac- 
compliſhed in a very few years; though, no doubt, 


they denote different plagues and judgments, as 


theſe that were inflited on Pharaoh, and his ſub. 
jects. And theſe vials, which are the laſt plagues, 
will chiefly fall upon Antichriſt, and his followers, 
as the former did on Pharaoh, and his ſubjeQs ; 
and that both Turk and Antichriſt {hall be the ob- 
jets on whom they {hall be poured out. 

za Obſ. That there are ſeveral ſigns or eviden- 
ces, that we are under the ſixth truwpet, and near 


its end. 


iſr, Becauſe no ſooner is the ſeventh trumpet 
ſounded, than the kingdoms of this world become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, which, 
at this time, with few or none of them 1s the caſe, 
either as to profeſſion or practice. 

2dly, Both popery and mahometaniſm are ſtill 


continuing, and the witneſſes propheſying in ſack- 


cloth; both eaſtern and weſtern Antichtiſt weaken- 
ed in their power and extent of dominion. The 


ſuppreſſion and reſurrection of the witneſſes muſt 


take place about the end of thfs trumpet, though 
no open perſecution of ſuch who maintain the 
truth, yet either a lukewarmneſs or indifferency a- 
bout them, or a general oppoſition among mini- 
Lers and people, rulers and ruled, againſt ay faith - 
ful teſtimony for reformation principles, in doctrine, 
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* diſeipline, and government, does ſo much 
1 take place at this time. 
Says Newton, Mahomet contrived his impoſture a 


year 606, tho* two years after, he began to ſpread. 


temporal horn till the middle of the eight. Now, 
both according to Newton and Juricu, they role un- 
der the fifth trumpet, and ſo arrived at their greateſt 
height of pride, ambition, corruption, tyranny, op- 
preſſion, cruelty, and idolatry, under the ſixth trum- 
pet. I think it is more probable, both will be de- 
ſtroyed under the ſeventh ; but which of them will 
be firſt, needs no diſquiſition ; but, as their remark- 


their more remarkable judgments and downfal will 


out under the ſeventh trumpet. 
But, as popery began to riſe in ſome things un- 
der the four firſt trumpets, was ſet on his throne 


undec the ſixth, ſo the four firſt vials will be pours 


trumpet ſet Antichriſt upon his throne, the fiſth 
vial will be poured out upon it, and make it full 
of darkneſs; and, as the fixth trumpet brought ia 
the Ottomans, or Euphratean horſemen, ſo the ſixth 
vial is poured out upon them. 

It is evident from hiſtory, that ſuperſtition and 
idolatry greatly prevailed through the whole Roman 


that very year wherein the tyrant Phocas made a 
grant of the ſupremacy to the pope, i. e. in the 


his deluſion, the authority of which might be eſta- 


bliſhed in the ſeventh century; but that of the pope 
was not till the eight century; for he became not a 


able riſe and progreſs were at the ſame time, ſo 


take place under the ſeven vials, which are poured _ 


by the fifth, and Mahomet, or his religion, chiefly. . 
eſtabliſhed, as well as the pope further ſtrengthen- 
ed by the prevalence of the Turks or Ottomans, - 


ed out on the weſtern Antichriſt; and, as the fifth 


* 
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empire, eaſt and weſt. Says Mr. BL—n, vol. H. 
p. 102, &c. The wide regions of Tartary, and pro- 
vinces adjacent, were reduced to the vileſt forms 
of ſuperſtition and idolatry. In 1453, Sultan Ma- 
homet II. beſieged Conſtantinople with an army of 
200,5000 men; the city was taken, and an end put 
to the Greek empire, 40, ooo Chriſtians were ſlain, 
and 60,000 made priſoners; and, in that part that 
was taken, every veſtige of Chriſtianity was defa- 
ced.— The Ottoman tyranny and ravage laid the 
grave ſtone upon the ſmall remains of learning in 
the Eaſt.—The popes were ring-leaders in every 
abomination. Alexander VI. was the ſcandal of hu- 
man nature in every thing luſtful and villamous. 

Yet the Lord raiſed up John Huſs, and Jerome 
of Prague, in the beginning of the fifeenth century; 
Luther, Calvin, MelanQon, &c. in the fixteenth 
century. Reformation has beęn carried on in Scot» 
land, England, and Ireland, in the two laſt centu- 
ries. The conqueſt of the Turks, or Mahomet, 
over the Chriſtian ſtates, Newton reckons their 
height to be in the year 1672, when Mahomet IV. 
took Caminiec from the Poles; and though they 
beſieged Vienna in 1682, yet were defeated, and 
has ſubdued no Chriſtian ſtate for eighty or ninety 
years bygone, | | 7 4 

So that it is evident, that both have come to 
their height under the ſixth trumpet, and that the 
ſecond wo trumpet is near at an end, and that 
both the weſtern and eaſtern Antichriſt is begun 
to diminiſh and fall; and when ever this ſecond 
wo comes to an end, not by the total deſtruction 
of the Turks and Ottomans, as Newton would al- 
ledge; but to that end and period God deſigned: 
then the third wo of the ſeventh trumpet, or pour- 
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ing; forth of the ſeven vials, will immediately fol- 


For all the PEAR are but one wo, though diffe- 
rev plagues. -If the ſixth trumpet contain Anti- 
chriſt's height, it cannot contain his total ruin and 
deſtructiou, or the fax firſt vials, which would be 
quite diſtinct things; and ſo there would be no 
room for the laſt wo. No fooner is the harveſt 
ripe, i. e. his church for deliverance, and their ene- 
mies for deſtruction, the witneſſes having finiſhed 
their teſtimony, their three years and a half of civil 
and ſpiritual death, than both the year ot their re- 
demption comes, life and zeal are put into them, 
and they cry with a loud voice to Chriſt, the Me- 
diator, who ſits on the cloud, Thruſt in thy fickle, 
and reap, for the time is come for thee to reap, for 
the harveſt of the earth is ripe, Rev. xiv. 14, 15. 
Says Jurieu, The harveſt begins, in thoſe places, 
in the end of July, or beginning of Auguſt, and 
the vintage the middle of September, and ſo con- 
tain about fifty days, which is the ſeventh part of 
a year; ſo that he reckons the harveſt and vintage, 
or pouring- out the vials, will take up 180 years, 
which is the ſeventh part of 1260. But commen- 
tators, being too particular in pointing out the dif- 
ferent periods, have gone wrong; only it may be 
obſerved, that the harveſt has its beauties, profits, 
and advantages; the fields may be crowned witlhi 
a new growth, and the trees put forth new flow- 
ers; but the vintage makes all walte, ſpoils the 
earth of all its fruits, and the remainders of it its beau- 
tY, when the winter comes. 
Before the ſeven vials are poured out, or the 
vintage and harveſt comes, there! is an catibquake, 
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a great change, and a tenth part of the city falls. 
Says Jurieu, France, the moſt conſiderable part of 
the ten horns, which once made up the Babylo- 
nian city, — that is in the middle of the popiſh em- 
pire, betwixt Italy, Spain, Germany, and England, 
exactly as a ſtrect or place of concourſe. It is alſo 
four-ſquare, almoſt as long as broad: and I believe 
it is particularly in France, that the witneſſes muſt 
remain dead, that the profeſſion of the true reli- 
gion mult. be utterly. aboliſhed, This is already 
done by the revocation of the edict of Nantz, and 
by the enormous cruelnes of the ſoldiers, who have 
been let looſe upon the Proteſtants, &c. Juricu. 
"Thoſe who killed them are che inhabitants of the 
ſtreet; thoſe who dwell in the. moſt eminent part of 
the popith kingdom; thoſe who hinder their bu- 
rial, are the tribes, languages, people, and nations, 
1, e. ſeveral neighbour nations, lt is probable that 
all Europe ſhall contribute to hinder France from 
executing her deſign ot extirpating the truth, — 
both thoſe who are near to, and at a diſtance from 
her, ſhall ſtop her deſizn of deſtroying the ceform- * 
ed religion; —but after what manner this ſhall be 
done the prophecy {peaks not; perhaps it ſhall be 
by cauſing ſome trouble to France, during which, 
ſome ſhall.zave an opportunity of giving a new birth 
to the truth, yea, Gol will preſerve a number of 
the faithful, who ſhall hinder the burial of the two 
witneſſes, and the utter periſhing of the truth. 
In another place, he ſays of France, This king- 
dom is the moſt conſiderable part of the ten horns, 
waich once made up the Babylonian city.— It may 
be humbled, but, in all appearance, providence de- 
ſigns a great elevation for her after ward. Though 
Cod will not let go unpuniſhed the horrible outra- 


ger which it acts at this day; afterward it muſt 
build its greatneſs upon the ruins of the papal em- 
- pire, and enrich itſelf with the ſpoils of thoſe who 
mall take part with papacy.—lf France comes to a 
height of glory,” ſhe will ſhortly change her road. 

Her greatning will be no damage to Proteſtant ſtates; 
on the contrary, they ſhall be enriched with the 
ſpoils of others, and be ſtrengthened by the fall of 
Antichriſt's empire. This tenth part ſhall fall, and 
break with Rome, and the Roman religion. 

One thing is certain, that the Babylonian empire 
ſhall periſh, through the refuſal of obedience by the 
ten kings who bad given their power to the beaſt; 
E this is already come to paſs in part. The king- 
doms of Sweden, Denmark, and England, and ſe- 
veral ſovereign ſtates in Germany, have withdrawn 
themſelves from the juriſdiction of the pope; they 
have ſpoiled the harlot of her riches,—they have 
eaten her fleſh, i. e. ſeized on her benefices and re- 
venues. The kings who yet remain muſt do the 
ſame, and leave her ſolitary and deſolate. But who 
muſt begin this laſt revolt? It is moſt probable that 
France ſhall. Not Spain, which is yet plunged in 
ſuperſtition, and is as much under the tyranny of 
the clergy as ever. Not the emperor, who, in tem- 
porals, is ſubje& 0 the pope, and permits the arch- 
* biſhop of Strigonium to teach, that the pope can 
take away the imperial crown. France, a long time 
ago, hath begun to ſhake off the yoke of Rome. 
—Syuperſtition and idolatry loſe their credit much 
in France. Jurieu. 

Now; though I be not acquainted at preſent with 
the ſituation of religion in France, yet I am perſua- 
ded, that tho” the truth be not buried, yet brought 
very * and though — have caſt off the tyran- 
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ny or deſpotiſm of popiſh princes, the ſuperſtition 
and idolatry of the popiſh worſhip, the pride, arro- 
gancy.idleneſs, debauchery, and craft of their prieſts 
and clergy, yet retain too much of the deiſm of 
Voltaire, caſting off a due regard to the ſcriptures 
of truth, and too much taken up with Pagon rites; 
ſuch as, appointing feaſts to the ſupreme Being; 
the profeſſion of truth is much ſuppreſſed, though 
I hope the truth itſelf is not buried, nor laid in the 
grave, nor forgotten, yea, far more liberty is now 
given than formerly. | : 
In the earthquake, it is faid, ſeven thouſand, or, 
as in the original, ſeven thouſand names of men, or, 
as others ſay, men of name or renown. This has 
viſibly taken place in this earthquake or revolution 
in France. A great many of the nobility have been 
flain, or obliged to flee ; men of quality, riches, dig- 
nity, or, as Jurieu ſays, * Names ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed;” though he is miſcaken in ſaying nothing but 
names; yet, ſure it is, that names or diſtinctions of 
Monks, Carmelites, Auguſtines, Jacobins, Fran- 
ciſcans, Capuchins, Jeſuits, &c. are now turned 
into that of citizen. "Re | 
In the book of Revelation, there are three pe- 
riods of the church, 1. 'The period of its primitive 
ſimplicity and purity, which laſted near four centu- 
ries, which took place under the fix ſeals, and iſ- 
ſued in the overthrow of the dragon, or Rome-Pa- 
gon. 2d, The church in her apoſtacy, corrupt, i- 
dolatrous, and ſolitary fituation, with her few wit- 
neſſes, baniſhed into the wilderneſs, who continue 
to propheſy forty-two months, or during Antichriſt's 
reign, which is 1260 prophetical. days or years, 
the ſame with the forty-two months, allotting thirty 
days to each month, or time, and times, and half 
O 2. 
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a time. The character of Antichriſt, both weſtern 
a eaſtern; is Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon—So- 
dom for. idleneſs, uncleanneſs, and cortuption of 
manners, or, as Juricu terms them, diſſoluteneſs, 


luxury, and debauchery— Egypt the emblem of 


tyranny, pride, and cruelty Babylon ot idolatry. 
— The papiſm is called a beaſt, and a wild beaſt, 
armed with teeth and claws, who devours all that 
oppoſes his greatneſs. -'I his beaſt opens his mouth, 
ſpeaking great things, and blaſphemies againſt God, 


his name, tabernacle, and them that dwell in 


heaven. He is the man of ſin, the ſon.'of perdi— 
tion, whoſe throne is the throne of pride, covetouſ- 
neſs, ambition, and ſimony —fits in the temple of 
God, and exalts himſelf above all that, is called 
God. 

Many in our time, profeſſing to witneſs 2 gainſt, 

and oppole deſpotiſm and tyranny, who are far 
from teſtifying againſt the herefies of Mahomet, in 
his robbing Chriſt of his prophetical office, or the 
Pope, in robbing him ot both prieſtly and kingly, 
ſetting up other Mediators; ſuch as faints and an- 
gels, uſurping a power over church and ſtate, that 
belongs to Chriſt only. Are not the gencrality of 
proteſtants robbing Chriſt of ſome part of his media- 
rory glory? ſome endeavouring to rob him of his 
divinity? others of the extent of that power that 
belongs to him as King of Zion? or in his official 
ebaracter, while they reſtrict the power and cxer- 


cile of it only to the church? Few in church or 
tate teſtifying againſt the idolatry and great cor- 


ruption of manners and practice that take place a- 
mong the moſt: part of churches and kingdoms ? 
many contending for liberty, but not that liberty 
which is conſiſtent with a ſubjeQion to the mo- 
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ral law, as a rule of life in the hand of the Me- 
diator? not conſiſtent with that liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free? Are'not many nations 
and kingdoms, either profeſſedly ſubjecting them- 
ſelves to the idolatrous worſhip, and tyrannical 
gorernment of Pope and Mahomet, or practically 
ſupporting, encouraging, or exerciſing idolatrous 
worthip and practices, ſince perſons of all deſcrip- 
tions have mingled with thele heathen or Anti— 
chriſtian idolaters, and learned of them their way ? 
Since they have been guilty with them, and par- 
taked of their fins, ſhall they not be ſharers with 
them in their p 'agues? 

When kingdoms become worldly, rulers and 
ruled have no regard to the glory of God, the 
good of the church, or, perhaps, the temporal and 
ſpiritual good of the kingdom, but merely ſtudy- 
ing their own political and worldly advantage, when 
each of them ſeek aſter ſelfiſh and carnal intereſts, 
then they may expect to be fruſtrate ; when wick- 
edneſs, apoſtacy, and corruption, come to a great 
height, then we may expect, that the Mediator's 
commiſſion will be, to put in the fickle and reap; 
when the preciſe time will come, is uncertain; but 
it is pretty certain, that it is faſt coming, We ſee 
Kingdoms gradually enlightened, and cal ing off 
Antichriſt's idolatry and oppreſſion. 

We ſee ſome vials of wrath poured out on Anti- 
chriſtian powers, whether any of the ſeven be done 
yet, at leaſt, ſome preceding drops before-hand are 
talling, as an evidence they are faſt approaching. 
How Pope and Mahomet will be deſtroyed, is ſome- 
what uncertain, There are three ways ſpokes of 
by ſome, 1.e. 1. By the preaching of the goſpel, and 
ſpreading the knowledge of the ſcriptures through 
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the popiſh dominions. In this reſpect, they inter- 
pret Dan. viii. 2 5. Through his policy he ſhall 
cauſe craft to proſper in his hand; and he ſhall 
magnify himſelf in his heart, and by peace ſhall de- 
ſtroy many: he fhall ſtand up againſt the Prince of 
princesy but he ſhall be broken without hands, 
Says Luther, He roſe without hands, ſo he ſhall 
fall without hands. The Lord will conſume him 
with the Spirit of his mouth, and deſtroy him with 
the brightneſs of his coming, 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. i. e. 
by the bright diſplay of the goſpel diſpenſation. 

2. By an immediate judgment from God, as that 


which came on Herod; an angel of the Lord ſmote 


him, Acts xii. 23. Ar angel of the Lord flew 


in the camp of Senacherib 1,85000 men. God 


may ſend a peſtilence, as he did in David's time, or 
ſome ſudden and extraordinary judgment. 

3. Antichriſt, both weſtern and eaſtern, ſome 
think, will be deſtroyed by ſword and war. They 
have ſhed the blood of the faints and prophets, 
and thou haſt given them blood to drink, for they 
are worthy, Rev. xvi. 6. Yea, ſome or all of the 
ten horns, whether at one time, or rather, perhaps, 
at different times, ſhall hate the whore, and burn 
her with fire, Rev. xvii. 16. ſhall, like France, 


ſeize upon her revenues, —deprive the pope and 


his clergy of their great incomes and tythes,—of 
the ſeal of their pardons and indulgences,—their 
gold and filver ſaints. But, in doing this, Anti- 
chriſt, and his adherents, will probably raiſe great 
oppoſition, and uſe cheir utmoſt endeavours to ſup- 
port their tyrannical power, their pride, riches, 
and ſplendour, their idolatrous worſhip, and cor- 
rupt practices. Thus Michael and his angels, i. e. 
Chriſt and his followers, with the devil and Anti- 
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chriſt, his agent, has, and will fight, and oppoſe 
them, though the Lamb, who is called the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, ſhall overcome. He is true and 
faithful, and will take to himſelf his great power, 
and reign, and they that are with him are called, 
and choſen, and faithful; and ſo in vain do thoſe 
heathen idolaters rage.—The kings of the earth 
ſet themſelves, and the rulers take council roge- 
ther againſt Jehovah, and his Chriſt or anointed and 
appointed King; for he ſhall muſter up all his ar- 
mies and forces, and give the finiſhing ſtroke, and 
laſt blow, to Antichriſt. He calls all the birds of 
heaven, and beaſts of the earth, to eat the fleſh of 
kings, captains, and great men. And, as Mahomet 
roſe by the ſword, and his dominion was founded 
in blood, it is probable he will fall in the fame way. 
Says he, Ezek. xxxviii. I am againſt thee, O Gog. 
Moſt of the princes of the earth have, and do op- 
| poſe Chriſt and his kingdom; they are generally 
proud, profane, and tyrannical, falſe to that with 
which they are entruſted; therefore God is a- 
gainſt them. He is terrible to the kings of the 
earth, Pſal. Ixxvi. 12. Hence, ſays he, when Gog 
ſhall come againſt the land of Iſrael, „I will call 
for a ſword againſt him; throughout all my moun- 
tains, faith the Lord God, every man's ſword ſhall 
be againſt his brother: and I will plead againſt him, 
with peſtilence, and with blood; and I will rain upon 
him, and upon his bands, and upon the many peo- 
ple that are with him, an ovefflowing rain, and 
great hail-ſtones, fire, and brimſtone, Ezek. xxxviii. 

22. * | 
In the three foregoing ways ſhall judgments be 
execute on Antichriſt i. e. By preaching of the go- 


ſpel, or diffuſing the knowledge of reaſon and re- 
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velation through the world, and by calling out and 


exciting many, as he did Judas Maccabeus, Jona- 


than, Eliezer, and others, to oppoſe Antiochus; or 


the true followers of Chriſt, to oppoſe and deſtroy 


Antichriſt and Mahomet; yea, he can, and will, 


perhaps, ſet every man's [word againſt one another, 

one part of the pope's .dominions again{t another, 
or one part of the Turk's -dominions againſt ano- 
ther, or Turk and Antichriſt in oppoſition to one 
another, as he did the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. xiv. 16. 
They went on beating down one another, ver. 20. 


„Every man's {word was againit his fellow;“ or, 
as he ſet the children of Moab againſt the inhabi- 


tants of Mount Seir, utterly to flay and deſtroy 
them: and, when they had made an end of the in- 
habitants of Seir, every one helped to deſtroy ano- 
ther, 2 Chron. xx. 22. the Ammonites deſtroyed 
the Moabites, and the Moabites the Ammonites. 
The Lord made this great multitude fall by their 
own {words. | 

In Eliſha's time, the Lord 8 the hoſt of the 
Syrians to hear a noiſe of chariots, and a noiſe of 
horſes, even the noiſe of a great hoſt, wherefore 
they roſe and fled in the twilight, and leſt their tents 
and proviſions; and ſo a meaſure of wheat was ſold 
for a ſhekel, and two meaſures of barley for a ſhe- 
kel, 2 Kings vii. 6, 7, 16. The ſhining of the ſun 


upon the waters deccived the Moabites, and made 


them think they had no more ado but gather the 
ſpoil, and fo were ſmitten by the Ifraclites, 2 Kings 
Iii. 22, 23. A ſounding in the top of the mulberry 
trees, was a ſign to David of the Lord's ſmiting the 
hoſt of rhe Philiſtines, 2 Sam. v. 24. or he will de- 


ſtroy them by immediate judgments from heaven, 
i. e. peſtilence, great hail, or fire and brimſtone, 
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as he deſtroyed Sodom and Gommorrah, or made 
the ſtars to ſight, as he did againſt Siſera, Judges 

v. 20. When Satan gathers together Gog a 

 Magog, fire comes down from heaven ahd — 

them; yea, theſe burning mountains of Etna and 
Veſubius, being in Italy, the Lord can, and pro- 
bably will, make fire come from the bowels of the 
earth, and execute immediate judgments on Rome, 
the ſeat of the whole Antichriſtian kingdoms. He 
ſent a fire upon Magog, and on them that dwell 
careleſsly in the iſles. The valley of deciſion will 
be a valley of great ſlaughter and deſtruction; and 
ſo ſhall be called the valley of Hamon-Gog. As 
the ſixth trumpet is a wo- trumpet, ſo the ſeventh is 
the ſame, and immediately on the expiring of the 
one, the other commences; it may be the ſixth will 
end with the harveſt, and the other begin with the 
vintage. The laſt cometh quickly, and is finiſhed as 
ſpeedily. —Chriit, as King of Zion, can eaſily ga- 
ther armies; he can ſay to one come, and he comes, 
and to another go, and he goes; — he can ſcatter 
them again when he pleaſes. —'Fheir weapons are 
{1id to ſerve for ſeven years firing, and their bodies 
for ſeven months burying. By all theſe judgments 
the land ſhall be cleanſed, and a way made for the 
latter-day's glory. 

The witneſſes thall riſe; Jews and Gentiles ſhall 
be brought in; the knowledge of the Lord ſhall 
cover the earth. All theſe ſhall take place abaut 
the ſame time. And, as the trumpets were fo 
many ſteps and degrees of the Roman empire's ruin; 
ſo the vials will iſſuc in the ruin of the Roman 
church; thus, both of the judgments fall upon 
earth, ſea, rivers, and ſun. 


As the civil and eccleſiaſtic power is amar 4 ſo 
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their judgments will be ſimilar. But, as the pre-. 
ſeat judgments are falling upon ſtates and king» 
doms in their civil capacity, and eſpecially upon the 
houſe of Bourbon; and no wonder, ſeeing Henry IV. 
king of Navarre, the firſt of the houſe of Bourbon 
that ſat on the throne of France, being a Proteſtant, 
paſſed the edict of Nantz, tolerating the Proteſtants, 
was obſtinately oppoſed by the catholic party, and 
at length flain by Ravilliac, a friar, in the ſtreets of 
Paris, A. D. 1610, who was ſucceeded by Louis 


XIII. who, with his mother, Mary of Medicis, re- 


vived the perſecution againſt the Proteſtants, which 
occaſioned a civil war. She, with cardinal Rich- 
lieu, by bribes or force, entirely ſubdued the par- 
liament of Paris, and put a final period to their li- 
berties. Louis XIV. who married the eldeſt infanta 
of Spain, with cardinal Mazarine, after ſubduing and 
taking Burgundy, and the towns of Valenciennes, 
Cambray, Vpres, Straſburgh, and Alſace; in the 
year 1684, repealed the edi of Nantz, and began 
a ſevere perſecution againſt the Proteſtants, and 
ſigned a warrant for the maſſacre of all the reform- 
ed in his kingdom. ann | . 

It is certain that France, Germany, and Spain, 
eſpecially the houſes of Bourbon, Auſtria, and Spain, 
have been connected, by compact, marriage, and 
religion; for, from Frederick III. duke of Auſtria, 
who was ſucceeded by Maximilian, Charles V. and 
others, for near 300 years, i. e. from 1440, to 1700, 
till Charles II. king of Spain, left his dominion to 
Philip, duke of Anjou, grandſon to Louis XIV, 
who was deſcended of one of the infanta's of Spain, 
and; married to another: but he having obtained 
Spain, the imperial government was- conferred on 
Charles VI. the ſon of Leopold, a former emperor; 


a wei 


ns 


he having no ſons, left it to his eldeſt daughter, the 
archducheſs, Maria Thereſa, conſort of the duke of 
Lorrain, which was obtained by a deed of the em- 
peror, called the Pregmatic Sanction, which entail- 
ed his hereditary dominions on his female heirs. 

Now, all theſe having combined together, for 
the ſupport of Antichriſt, in corruption, tyranny, 
and idolatry, ſhall either be deſtroyed or converted; 
for men ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge ſhall 
be increaſed; the greater light, the greater deſtruc- 
tion of ſuperſtition and idolatry. 'The Lotd has be- 
gun his revenging and refining work. on France, 
Spain, and Germany; and it is probable he will 
carry it on, till he either convert chem from their 
Antichriſtian idolatry, ſuperſtion, corruption of man- 
ners, and tyranny, or deſtroy and daſh their kings 
and princes to pieces, as a Potter's veſſel; and fo 
they ſhould be wiſe, and ſubject to the Mediator, 
and kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and they periſh; 
and not only theſe, but all who have mingled with 
theſe Antichriſtian idolaters, and learned of them 
their way,—Says Jurieu, „I make no fcruple to 
aflirm, that the Babylonian empire is in all places 
wherever tyranny, pride, corruption of worſhip, 
manners, and government, mingled with Chriſtia- 
nity, take place.—In all times, too, where theſe 
take place, or have been viſibly eſtabliſhed, there 
we may look for the birth and beginning of the 
Antichriſtian empire.“ Alſo, he affirms, „That 
corruption, and looſeneſs of manners, were the way 
for Antichriſtianiſm; its progreſs was followed by 
idolatry, and at laſt conſummated by tyranny. In 
the Greek church, there is the idolatry of Baby- 
lon; they invocate ſaints, —worſhip images and re- 
lies: there the filthy abominations or corruptions 
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of Sodom: there the tyranny and pride of Egypt; 


there patriarchs and prelates carried themſelves, in 


ney proſperity, like maſters and tyrants.” 
When fins become national, they bring on na- 
tion judgments; and ſome particular evils have, 
and do bring deſolation on kingdoms. There — 
be a differenee between national, or civil and church 
ſins, and ſo between national and eccleſiaſtical judg- 
ments. National ſins take place, when the repre- 
ſemmives of a nation, and the repreſented, do tranſ- 
greſs in their civil capacity: ſuch as, where each, 
or both, are guilty of perjury, or breach of cove- 
nant. Kings and magiſtrates come under certain 
obligations 2 as io the kingdom, in its religious and 
civil liberries z what relates to the erer of 
both. 
Now, if they ſhould either eſtabliſh popery in 
ſome particular places of their dominions, or open- 
ly tolerate and allow ſuch who profeſs it; this ſhould 
firſt be openly teſtified and remonſirate againſt, as 
inimical both to church and ſtate; and if both fa- 
cred and eivil liberties be in danger, then a nation 
is called to do all they can for Pieir own protec- 
tion. But, ſecing the repreſented are bound, as well 
as the repreſentatives, they ſhould never break their 
oath of allegiance to a government, but on ſure and 
evident grounds of rheir having broken their obli- 
gations to them; yea, not till all lawful means be 
tried by petitions and remonſtrances; yea, perſons 


thould only © be ready to revenge all diſobedience 


to God's law, whether in their equals, inferiors, or 


ſuperiors, when: once their own own obedience is 


fulfilled;?“ when they are conſcious that they have 
conſtantly and fairhfully performed their duty to 
their magiſtrates and rulers; far we arc ready to 


© wy } 
fee the mote in our neighbour's eye, while we dis- 
cern not the beam in our own. 

If governors or repreſentatives of a nation be- 
come guilty of idolatry, apoſtacy and profaneneſs, 
—pride, oppreſhon, or deſpiſing and abuſing mer- 
cies;—theſe fins, when they become univerſal a- 
mong leaders and led: When the whole head is 
ſick, and the whole heart is faint; from the ſole of 
the foot to the crown of the head there is no ſound- 
neſs. Ye have robbed me, even this whole nation,”? 
Mal. iii. 9.“ I will love them no more. All their 
princes are revolters,”” Hof. ix. 15. When this is 
the caſe, that land is in great danger. Kings may 
bring judgments on a kingdom, as Saul brought a 
famine on Iſrael, by breaking covenant with the 
Gibeonites, 2 Sam. xxi. 2. David, by numbering 
of the people, brought the peſtilence;—Iſrael be- 
came vile by the fins of Jeroboam; and wrath came 
on Judah by the fins of Manaſſeh, 2 Kings xxiii. 
26,—When ſins are committed after warnings, or 
done with boldneſs and openneſs, without hams, 
they declare their fin as Sodom. 

Church ſins, though the ſame in their nature, 
yet, in ſome reſpect, different, which are commit- 
ted by the leaders of the church. Hence that ex- 
preſſion from the prophets of Jeruſalem, „Is pro- 
faneneſs gone forth into all the land,“ Jer. xxin. 
15. If either leaders in church or ſtate be pro- 
tane, it is a very bad example to others: but, as 
their work is quite different, ſo their tranſgreſſiug 
the rule muſt, in ſome reſpect or other, be diſterent 
too. 'The miniſter, or teacher,, may corrupt the 
doctrines of the goſpel by falſe teaching, and the 
worſhip or ordinances, by adding to them what God 
has not appointed, or by taking from them what he 
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has appointed, or by changing them at their pleas 
ſure. —By exerciſing church- government either par- 
tially, wrongouſly, or tyrannically; they ſhould not 
act as lords over. God's heritage, but as enſamples 
of the flock.— But of the difference of the magiſ- 
trate and miniſter, or of civil and eccleſiaſtic rulers, 
I have ſaid enough before: I ſhall only ſay here, 
that the fins of both may concur in bringing judg- 
ments on both. They may be ſo connected in guilt, 
that they juſtly ſhare in the ſame puniſhment; yet, 
there may be many ſpiritual judgments, that God 
inflits on church members, as ſuch, which he does 
not on others; and ſome other judgments are more 
peculiar to nations, as ſuch, and as viewed in a civil 
capacity, yet many nations and churches not fo di- 


realy or immediately connected with Antichriſt, as 


Spaia, France, and a good part of Germany are, 
yet have been guilty of many of the fame evils, and 
may expect to meet with ſimilar puniſhments; ſo 
both church and ſtate ſhould be aware of Babylon's 
ſins, if they would evite her plagues. And nothing 
but religion can keep from ſuch ſins, as nothing but 
perſonal pardon and forgiveneſs, through the great 
propitiation, that can prevent a perſon's deſtruction; 
ſo nothing but national pardon, through the ſame 
propitiation, by faith in it, with repentance and re- 
formation, as the great evidence of pardon, whether 
to nations in general, or perſons in particular, can 
prevent the eternal ruin of the one, or temporal ruin 
of the other. 

If ſuch a thing has, or does take place in the 
world, or recorded in the ſcripture, as national ſins, 
threatening judgments, together with national pro- 
miſes, and the accompliſhment both of threatenings 
and promiſcs, which is evident from Iſrael and Ju- 
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dah, and all the different nations round about them, 
ſuch as Moab, Ammon, Amalek, Paleſtine, Erhio- 
pia, Tyre, and Zidon, &c. ON 

Are not all theſe a clear demonſtration, that ru- 
lers ſhould have a regard to religion in all their go- 
vernment, whether in legiflation or execution; and 
that rulers, whether kings, princes, emperors, or - 
whatever ſort of rulers kingdoms have, are really 
and more immediately under the providential go- 
vernment of the Mediator, unto whom all power in 
heaven and earth is committed, and are obliged, de 
jure, to kiſs the Son, or ſubmit to him, not only in 
his efſential, as God equal with the Father, but in 
his official character, fer up and appointed to be 
God's King, by and thro' whom he rules both kings 
and kingdoms, and by whom kings rule, &c. And 
if they ſubmit not to his ſceptre of grace, they ſhall, 
de facto, be brought under his iron rod, or his 
wrathful indignation; for God may juſtly, and ac- 
tually does puniſh kings and princes, whom he calls 
men to obey; For,” ſays he,“ vengeance is mine, 
and I will repay.** And fo Antichriſt, with all his 
abettors, friends, and followers, will be deſtroyed: 
but, upon his final deſtruction, which ends the fon: 
Monarchies, ſucceeds the kingdom of the Meſſia 
when Daniel got a view of the four beaſts and their 
thrones caſt down; the Ancient of Days did fit; 
whoſe garment was white as ſnow, and the hair of 
his head like the pure wool; his throne was like 
the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 
I ſaw one, like the Son of Man, come with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Antient of Days, and 
they brought him near before him; and there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
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that all people, nations; and languages, ſhould ſerve 
him, Dan. vii. 9, 14. 

The Jews then ſhall be converted, but Gog, of 
the land of Magog, or the Turks, of Scythian ex- 
traction, ſhall encamp againſt, and fall upon the 

mountains of Iſrael; and all the people with him. 
There the divine judgments ſhall overtake them, 
and God will be magnified and ſanctified in the eyes 
of many nations, Ezek. xxxviii. 22, 23. with xxxix. 
2, &c. This Gog and Magog comes out of the 


north, and bends their forces againſt the Jews re- 


ſettled in their 6wn land. But this is different from 
Gog and Magog that is ſpoken of in the Revela- 
tion, who ſhall come from the four quarters or cor- 
ners of the earth, and march againſt the faints or 
church of God in general. The Gog and Magog 
ſpoken of in Ezekiel, are generally reckoned to be 
= Turks. Now, theſe are authors of the ſecond 
wo, and the ſecond wo belongs to the fixth, tho”, 
perhaps, his final and total deſtruction may take 
-place by the vials in the ſeventh trumpet. But the 
Gog and Magog, in John's Revelation, are con- 
jectured, by Mede, to be the nations of America, 
being, in all probability, colonies or deſcendents 
from the Scythians, or Gog:—but whatever they 
{hall be, they ſhall come up from the four corners 
of the earth, and compaſs the camp of the ſaints 
about, and the beloved city; but ſhall not ſucceed 
and proſper in their attempts, but ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed, in an extraordinary manner, by fire from hea- 
ven. See Newton, Vol. III. p. 330. The one in 
Ezekiel is the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed ar 
the beginning of the ſeventh trumpet, and mult 
take place before the Millenium or happy ſtate of 
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the church begin: but the other, who ſhall come 
from the four corners of the earth, are the laſt e- 
nemies that the church ſhall have after the Mille- 
nium is over, when the devil himſelf, the promoter 
and leader of this new apoſtacy and rebellion a- 
gainſt God and his Chriſt, ſhall not only be confin- 
ed as before, but ſhall be caſt into the lake of fire 
and brimſtone, where he ſhall be puniſhed, together 
with the beaſt and falſe prophet, who were caſt in 
before him, and ſhall be tormented, day and night, 
for ever and ever.“ Newton, Vol. III. p. 831. 


S UM M AR Y. 


IN the foregoing Eflay, I have endeavoured to ma- 
nifeſt from ſcripture, Goodwin, and others, that 
Chriſt, in his mediatory or official character, is the 
medium of ail diſcoveries, or the immediate foun- 
tain of all light, natural, moral, or ſaving; all comes 
through him, as the adminiſtrator of the covenant. 
— All gifts and communications, whether of one 
kind or another, come from the Father of lights, 
from Chriſt, the King of Zion, who received gifts 
for, and giveth them unto men.— Vea, that all o- 
perations of providence, whether works of mercy 
or judgment, being for the glory of God, and good 


of his own people,—are by him, and through him, 


as King and Head of his church. That, as all power 
in heaven and earth is committed to him, fo all is 
exerciſed by, or received from him, as the imme- 
diate fountain of communication. LY 

That juſtice fatisfied, or judgment executed, is 
the baſis or foundation of his throne, or of all the 
adminiſtrations of his kingdom.—Thar, ſeeing the 
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whole diſpenſation of the new capenant, in this 
world, is mixed with mercy and goodneſs, and will 
all tend for ſpiritual good to his children, therefore 
muſt be conſiſtent with juſtice, which ſuffers no 
mercy to vent, nor egreſs of, goodneſs, without a 
complete ſatisfaction of all its demands. 

Now, what I have maintained, is, that all power, 
legiſlative or executive, is derived from the autho- 
rity of Chriſt, as he is the divine Mediator and 
Head over all things to the church. —That, as Me- 
diator, he is King of kings, &c. and by him, as 
ſuch, kings reign, and princes decree juſtice. Mr. 
Graham fays, that this is a pernicious and abſard 
principle. I maintain, and have endeavoured to 
- manifeſt it to be conſiſtent, both with ſcripture and 
orthodox divines.—He ſeems to make a great diffe- 
rence between God, conſidered as a God of na- 
ture, and a God of grace. That government 
muſt poſſeſs their power and title, either by the 
God of nature, on the foundation of the law of 
nature, or by the Mediator, on the footing of 
grace.“ | 2 | 

I make no ſuch diſtintion or difference; but 
| have illuſtrated, that a three-one God, in and thro? 
the Mediator, rules all things, whether natural, ci- 
vil, or eccleſiaſtical, and ſpiritual, in ſubordination 
to his own glory, and the good of his people; and 
maintain, that the whole rule of government, of 
both natural and civil things, as it belongs to pro- 
vidence, is a gracious adminiſtration of the new co- 
venant;—that the God of nature ſubordinates the 
law of nature to the ends and purpoſes of his glory, 
the manifeſtation of his ſovereign grace and good- 
' neſs, in a conſiſtency with juſlice,—that the law of 
natpre, or the moral law, whether natural or poſi- 
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tive, is in the hand of the Mediator; that both le- 
giſlative and executive power is lodged in him: the 


Lord is our King, Judge, and Lawgiver, and may 
raiſe up what inſtruments he pleaſes, for the exe- 
cution or adminiſtration of his laws and govern- 
ment, whether in church or ſtate. | | 

2. Mr. G— m maintains, that the foregoing 
principle is the “ foundation on which the combi- 


nation of church and ſtate, in one mixed ſyſtem, 


has been, and continues to be built.” What I 
maintain is the contrary, that Chriſt's mediatory 
government over all things, does not alter or change 
the nature of things; all things being ruled accord- 


ing to their nature. I maintain alſo, that church 


and ſtate are diſtin, and ſhould not be blended to- 
gether, as well as Mr. G—m, and that neither of 


them ſhould incroach upon one another's duty or 


work. But what the reaſon is, why Mr. Gm 
draws ſuch a concluſion from his mediatory govern- 
ment, more than from his effential, I cannot con- 
ceive. The whole adminiſtration of rule and go- 
vernment, in the world, is in and through the Me- 
diator; but this Mediator has both an eſſential and 
an economical or pifted right. But though it were 
granted, that the mediatory power reached only to 
the church, and to nothing elſe, —has not God 
the Father given a law, and preſcribed the duty of 
every man in every ſtation or relation of life? Can 
there be any difference either as to matter or man- 
ner of theſe duties? No, there is but one Lawgiver, 
and one law; every man is bound to ſerve his. 
Maker,—to do good to his neighbour; to keep 
both tables of the law, and in that manner God 


_ preſcribes: men may make confuſions, — encroach. 
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upp one another's work, and privileges too; but 
God's law is clear, orderly, diſtinct, and perfect. 
3. Another differenee between my brother and 
Lis, whether the magiſtrate ſhould have any thing 
ado with the church or religion; and ſo whether 
the national and ſolemn league and covenants were 
lawful, conſidered in that point of church and ſtate 
taking both each of them their part in it? Here, 
obſerving the foregoing caution, of every one keep- 
ing their ſtation, and making no encroachments; I 
maintain, and have illuſtrated, that the magiſtrate's 
duty, as a man, and ſo a man in office too, ſhould 
do all in his power, and incumbent upon him by 
Joon Jaw, both for protecting and promoting re- 
Ig iOn. g 

51 do not mean that either church or ſtate ſhould 
force the belief of every particular doctrine or truth, 
-which has been matter of diſpute among great, learn» 
ed, pious, and otherwiſe orthodox divines; ſuch as, 
whether vindictive juſtice was eſſential to God, or 
not? — how far Chriſt's death and ſatisfaction, and 
mediatory power, reaches or extends? — what are 
the juſt and ſcriptural limits of the magiſtrate's 
power who are the true and lawful objects of the 
higher excommunication? whether the ſwearing 
the burgeſs oath was lawful? &c, The urging of 
every diſputable point, as a term of communien in 
the church, is wrong, The Seceſſion and Refor- 
mers both, perhaps, have erred on this head, Thus, 
it was an extreme too, in our Retormers, to preſs 
the covenant, and the divine right of preſbyterian 
church-government on tender conſciences; but, like 
the Seceſſion, (who made ſwearing the bond they 
compoſed a term of communion, yet has bore with 
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many, and admitted them to church privileges, who. 


have never ſworn. it to this day) never put it into 
ſtrict practice; and though the ſtate evjoined the 
taking of the covenant with civil pains, yet, I am 
perſuaded, violence was dane to no man for refu- 
ſing it; nor am I perſuaded that ever any civil pe- 
nalties were inflifted on ſuch; though malignants 
were jultly refuſed admiſſion into places of power 
and truſt, unleſs they ſwore the covenants, and that 
with ſincerity and uprightneſs, ſo far as could be 
judged, How far the magiſtrate is, or is not, from 
the law of nature. See pref. p. 12, 17. CEL 
But I have manifeſted, that the light of nature is 
from Chriſt as Mediator; and fo the law of nature 
is both given and ruled by him, as well as the mo- 
ral law. This is evident from what is taken out of 
Goodwin, and from Rom. ii. 14. and from other 
ſeriptures inſiſted on. But the ſolemn league, con- 
feſſion. and teſtimony, ſeem all of them to be oppo- 
ſed, chiefly for two reaſons, i. e. their maintaining 
an alliance between church and ſtate, and teſtifying, 
_ againſt toleration of error and hereſy, | 
Though I am as much againſt any unlawful or 
unſcriptural alliance between church and ſtate, as 
any Seceder, and equally againſt either of them 
forcing a belief of principles or practice of duties, 
upon any who have neither knowledge of,. or love 
to them. Perſons ſhould not be cenſured by the 
church for every ſmall fault, far leſs puniſhed by the 
ſtate. It is Immedicabile vulnus enſe recidendum ęſt, 
ne pars fincera trahatur — a gangrene, or dange- 
rous ſore, which cannot be cured another way, that 
muſt be cut off by the magiſtrate's ſword; and what 
proves dangerous to a nation or kingdom, the ſup- 
preſſing or extirpating of which mult tend for ge- 
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neral good; and hence, it was obſtinate heretics, 
and groſs idolaters, that were puniſhed by the civil 
_ magiſtrate, after they had uſed all lawful means of | 
inſtruction, promiſes or threatenings, to reclaim. / 

No perſon will cut off leg or arm, or any mem- 
ber from the body, without great neceſſity; ſo both 
church and ſtate ſhould be very cautious and tender, 
either in cutting off by death, or the greater ex- 
communication. What the reaſons are, why man 
Seceders are ſo intolerant in the church, and ſo _ 
much ſet on toleration in the ſtate, is what ey 
can beſt account for themſelves. 

The candid inquirer ſays, “ The more unbound- 
ed, —the wider door it opened to error,. the near- 
er it came to true religious liberty.“ Is it true re- 
ligious liberty, to encourage theſe very evils God 
forbids? The apoſtle would not allow ſubjection, 
no, not for an hour, that the truth of the goſpel 
might continue. Why would not Seceders allow 
a different ſentiment, either anent the burgeſs oath, 
or the extent of Chriſt's death, without excommu- 
nicating the proteſters in the one, and the diſſenter 
in the other cauſe, and yet are againſt the king or 
magiſtrate taking any account of, or puniſhing any 
man for idolatry or hereſy; they ſeem to be for 
letting all weeds grow; —grievous and God-provok- 
ing fins to abound, hereſies, like a plague, to infect, 
—bring ruin on ſouls, and deſolating judgments on 
themſelves, or the land, witlrout any check from the 
ſtate.— 1 acknowledge, that the magiſtrate is to pro- 
te& every man's civil property, the Socinian's and 
Arian's, as well as theſe who are the moſt ortho- 
dox; but does it follow, that he is equally to en- 
courage, and lay out charges, cither in building up, 
or upholding the one equally with the other? that 


. 


be is to do as much for the temple of Dagon, as 


for the temple of God? And that though ſome re- 
forming kings were reproved, under the Old Teſ- 
tament, for not removing the high places, and o- 
thers commended for deſtroying idolatrous _ 
—ahars, prieſts, &c. yet all kings and magiſtrates, 
who tolerate, and at leaſt let them go on without 
the leaſt check, are the perſons who come neareſt 
to religious liberty, &c. This is ſtrange doctrine. 
I ſhall conclude Gith theſe few hints, as to pe- 
riods, which ſome divide the world into. "» 
Firſt, Two thouſand years between Adam and A- 
bram; two thouſand between Abram and the com- 
ing of Chriſt; and two thouſand to Antichriſt's de- 
ſtruction; theũ one thouſand from that to the end 
of the world. N ade 
The Second from Abram to Chriſt, is divided 
into theſe: 1. From Abram to Moſes, about five 
hundred years; from the promiſe given to Abram, 
till their going out of Egypt, 430; from that, till 
the building of Solomon's temple, 480, 1 Kings. 
vi. 1; from its building, till its overthrow, 427, or 
430, Ezek. iv. chap. from its overthrow, till its re- 
ſtoration, 70 years; and from the giving forth of 
the commandment to build Jeruſalem, 70 weeks, or 
490 days, all which, makes out about 1900 years. 
The Third period is divided as follows: A- 
bout 430, from Chriſt to Antichriſt, —till his full 
birth, 330; from that, till his height, 666, comes 
near 1430; from that to his total ruin, 430, which 
brings his total deſtruction, to 1860. Jurieu makes 
the period between Antichriſt's being complete, 
and his deſtruftion between ſeven and eight hun- 
dred years; only, he makes his completeneſs, per- 
haps, the ſame which others count his birth, about 
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rhe eighth or ninth century; he begins the pour. 
ing out of rhe firſt vial at the ninth century. 
There are two ſchemes; I have drawn up, and 
1 ready for the preſs, i. e. the firſt reſtricts the ſeals 
8 to the downfal of the Dragon, or Pagan idolatry, 
I which was accompliſhed in the firſt three centuries 
3 before Conſtantine the Great. The trumpets ſuc- 
3 deeded, and reſpected the upſerting of both Pope 
| and Mahomet. The vials accompliſh their ruin 
and deſtruction. This Newton, Juricu, and Good- 
win maintain, only they differ in this, whether ſome 
of them belong to, or were cotemporary with the 
fifth and ſixth trumpets; but I have agreed with 
thoſe who aſcribe the vials to the ſeventh trumper. 
This is the ſcheme followed in the few hints alrea- 
dy given. | | 
The ſecond ſcheme, is to make the opening of 
the ſeals to extend from the beginning of Chriſtia- 
nity to Antichriſt's height. The trumpets to be 
forerunners of his deſtruction, or means of bring= |} 
ing him low, and- the vials ro finiſh his ruin, or 
bring him to his final deſtruction; which took place 
| about the 12th, or beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
4" tary; and which of the ways we take, I am of opi- 
| nion, the furtheſt length we are yet come, is the 
end of the ſixth trumpet;— but the trumpets and 
vials being ſo ſimilar, that the difference cannot be 
well diſcerned, unleſs we could know, for certain, 
that what is now taking place, were the laſt 
plagues, &c. 6 | 
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